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Clean up 
then pay 
up over 
old pub 

DUDLEY Council could step 
in to clean up a pub in the 
town, before serving the 
site’s owner with the bill for 
the works. 

Residents say the 
boarded-up King Arthur 
pub, on the corner of Priory 
Road and Birmingham New 
Road, has become a stain on 
the area since it closed two 
years ago. 

This week Councillor Ken 
Finch promised to meet 
council officers to discuss 
how approved plans for the 
pub, which was damaged by 
fire in January, could be 
brought forward. 

He said the council was 
having difficulty contacting 
the site owner - but if it 
failed, would take matters 
into its own hands and clean 
up the site, passing on the 
bill to the owner. 

Councillor Finch said: 
“The pub stands at the gate¬ 
way to the town, but rather 
than welcome people in, it 
looks a horrible, decaying 
site which does no good for 
us. 

“The building is damaged 
and there is mess lying 
around the site and on the 
car park - something needs 
to be done because it has 
gone on too long.” 

In December, then-owner 
Amrinder Singh was given 
consent to demolish the pub. 
Last June, Dudley Council 
granted permission for a 70- 
bedroom hotel at the site. 

Prank alert 
for schools 

POLICE are urging schools 
in Dudley and Sandwell to 
warn pupils of the dangers of 
a foolish prank in which 
youngsters on skates hitch 
rides on the back of buses. 

The alert follows a photo¬ 
graph featured in the local 
press showing five teenagers 
clinging to the back of a bus 
on the Quarry Bank border 
with Cradley Heath, being 
towed along by their skates. 

West Midlands Police 
Inspector Dez Lambert said: 
“These youths are putting 
themselves and other road 
users in danger, which is an 
offence.” 
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BLAZE DESTROYS 
120 SCRAP CARS 


by Andrew Turton 


A SUSPECTED arson attack at a 
breaker’s yard in Cradley has 
destroyed 120 cars. 

Around 50 firefighters tackled the blaze, 
which ripped through Saltbrook Motors at 
11.30 on Tuesday night. 

Old Land Rovers, Renault Meganes and 
Ford Fiestas were among the 120 scrap cars 
set alight. 

Flames reached 70ft high as crews 
described being met by an ‘intense heat’ as 
they arrived at the scene. 

Firefighters were forced to break into the 
premises by smashing locks on the main 
gate. But as they did, explosions from petrol 
tanks inside the scrap cars forced them to 
find another way into the site. 

Crews said the vehicles were engulfed 
with flames that were spreading from car to 
car. There was also concern that flames 
could spread to surrounding woodland. 

First on the scene were crews from Brier- 
ley Hill, Cradley Heath and Stourbridge. 

But due to the severity of the blaze, extra 
crews had to be drafted in. 

Explosions 

Watch commander for Cradley Heath, 
Rudy Parkes, said they had anticipated the 
danger and began dousing the burning 
debris that had been scattered around the 
site by the explosions. 

Mr Parkes said: “It was a difficult fire to 
tackle because of the explosions we faced. As 
soon as we dealt with one, another one hap¬ 
pened. 

“There was quite a lot of debris flying 
through the air, which meant initially we 
had to stand back and take precautions. 

“Flames were reaching up towards the 
trees so our main concern was ensuring the 
flames did not spread to the trees. 

“One crew from Brierley Hill entered the 
rear of the premises and started to tackle the 
blaze while we approached from the front. 
Our fire crews did a good job to get on top of 
the blaze quickly and we had it under con¬ 
trol within an hour and a half.” 



Firefighters at Saltbrook Motors scrapyard, in Saltbrook Road, Cradley tackle the blaze which destroyed 120 cars 


Mr Parkes said it was believed that arson¬ 
ists had started the fire. “We believe people 
got in through fencing at the side. We have 
known of incidents here in the past.” 

The majority of the crews left the incident 
at 3.30am on Wednesday - but one team had 
been back since to check the fire had not re¬ 
ignited. The site was taped off by crews. 
Police officers searched the yard for evi¬ 
dence as they launched an investigation into 


the blaze. On Wednesday the owner of the 
business was on site surveying the damage 
but said he was too upset to speak about the 
fire. Firefighters returned to the scene to 
sift through the wreckage. 

But watch commander Rudy Parkes, 
from Cradley Heath Fire Station, said the 
blaze was started deliberately by vandals 
who broke into the yard. There was a simi¬ 
lar fire at the firm when offenders broke 


three years ago which left 50 cars destroyed 
by fire. The firm had previously tried to win 
permission from Dudley Council to erect a 
8.5ft high fence around the site to make it 
more secure. 

Debris had been left strewn across the 
yard with the only the metal shell of many 
cars remaining after upholstery and seats 
were burned away.The fierce heat had 
melted metal and tyres on vehicles. 


Mr Parkes said: “There was petrol in the 
tanks which ignited causing the explosions. 

“There were three seats of fire inside the 
yard so it made it difficult for us to tackle ini¬ 
tially.” Crews had been able to save remain¬ 
ing vehicles from being set alight nearer the 
front of the premises. 

Mr Parkes said teams had returned to the 
scene this morning to check for further 
signs of smoke. 


Soldier's 
wife now 
in battle 
to keep TA 

A SOLDIER’S wife leading a 
campaign to save a threat¬ 
ened Territorial Army regi¬ 
ment, which has a base in 
Dudley, said it would be ‘dis¬ 
respectful’ to generations of 
service personnel if it was 
axed. 

The Royal Mercian and 
Lancastrian Yeomanry, 
which has existed more than 
200 years, could be dis¬ 
banded under plans being 
considered by defence minis¬ 
ters. 

The TA regiment, which 
has a squadron base in Vicar 
Street, Dudley, could be split 
up to allow for the creation 
of a Scottish Yeomanry. 

Dudley’s A Squadron is 
the only remaining TA Royal 
Armoured Corps Squadron 
to be in the West Midlands. 

Mother-of-three Hannah 
Bragg, whose husband 
Major Tom Bragg leads A 
Squadron, has taken up the 
fight to petition ministers in 
Whitehall. 

More than 900 people 
have signed an online peti¬ 
tion that Mrs Bragg, a 38- 
year-old housewife living in 
Buckinghamshire, set up 
against plans to axe the reg¬ 
iment. She wants to reach 
100,000 which could trigger 
a House of Commons debate. 
Major Bragg, aged 36, works 
full-time as a registrar plas¬ 
tic surgeon at Stoke Man- 
deville Hospital. 

The petition can be found 
at: epetitions.direct.gov.uk/ 
petitions/49480. 

A memorial 
to workers 

A NEW memorial will be 
built in Dudley honouring 
people who have lost their 
lives in the workplace as 
part of national commemo¬ 
ration. 

Plans will be discussed for 
a site for the tribute after 
Dudley Council leader David 
Sparks signalled his 
approval. 

The announcement comes 
after the town held a cere¬ 
mony marking Workers’ 
Memorial Day, led by the 
Dudley branch of the TUC 
last month. It could be posi¬ 
tioned in Dudley’s Corona¬ 
tion Gardens. 


Whether you or your loved ones need only an hour a week or full time attention, our care packages can be tailored to suit your specific needs. 



OUR AIM is to aid our clients in their own homes to 
maintain their independence, self worth and dignity. 


Call today for an 
informal chat 


■ Bespoke Home Care Sevices fed the weight 

■ Temporary Respite Care being lifted 

■ Short Term Recovery Care 

Specialist in Dementia care and mental health 



WE TAKE CARE OF 

EVERYTHING 

■ PERSONAL CARE 

■ PROMPT MEDICATION 

■ HOUSEHOLD TASKS 
MEALS AND MORE 




42 Halesowen Road, Halesowen West Midlands B62 9AY 


tT 0121 421 3733 / 0121 421 3715 www.stiled-homeservices.co.uk 
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CONTACT US 


Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and the Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Halesowen who can help: 


Tom Mason: 01902 319466 
tom.mason@expi-essandstar.co.uk 
Charlotte Lilley: 01902 319490 
charlotte.lilley@expressandstar.co.uk 
Will Ackermann: 01384 353213 
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Andrew Turton: 01384 353202 
andrew.turton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Lee Watton: 01384 353230 
lee.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 


What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 
Email your information and pictures to 
dudley. chrons@expressandstar. co. uk 
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zoo sets its sights on Hippodrome 

DUDLEY Zoo has revealed multi- beneath the zoo. It would help high- said a European funding bid for the cillor David Sparks said the council 
million pound plans for a new educa- light the Castle Hill’s unique history new centre would be submitted next was committed to working with the 
tion and conference centre on the site as part of a prehistoric seabed, edu- year with a hope that work would get Friends of Dudley Hippodrome to 
of the former Dudley Hippodrome. eating visitors on creatures called the underway in 2015/16 and be inte- accommodate some of their propos- 
It comes as campaigners, who are trilobite, also known as the Dudley grated into the Castle Hill pro- als, such as theatre workshops, at 
battling to save the theatre, were Bug. gramme. other venues. But he added an inde¬ 

given hope that some of their ideas Major £10 million plans for Castle He said: “It’s all come at a great pendent survey of the campaigners 
could be used at other venues in the Hill are already under way with a time - we will be able to incorporate business plan for running the theatre 
borough. Peter Suddock, the zoo’s new visitor entrance in the pipeline the plans into our new entrance and said the council would have to sub¬ 
chief executive, said the plans would to help the zoo link up better with car park and the new centre will be a sidise the project to the tune of 
incorporate a geology centre with the Black Country Living Museum natural addition to the develop- between £5m to £10m which he said 
access to the limestone Stores Cavern and Dudley Canal Trust. Mr Suddock ment. ” Dudley Council leader Coun- could not be justified. 

Theatre campaigners 
refute £10m estimate 


Campaigners have disputed figures claiming 
the council would have to pay up to £10mil- 
lion to help renovate and reopen the former 
Dudley Hippodrome. 

Dudley Council bosses are ploughing ahead with plans to 
demolish it as Dudley Zoo announced proposals for a new 
- educational and conference 


Traders are 
not happy at 
changes to 
parking bays 

TRADERS in Stourbridge 
have condemned the conver¬ 
sion of some on-street park¬ 
ing spaces to disabled bays. 

They say it is a blow to 
business as they brace them¬ 
selves for the arrival of 
Tesco. 

But other shoppers, 
including those with mobil¬ 
ity problems, say business 
owners need to be prepared 
to compromise to improve 
the town’s accessibility. 

It comes as prices at coun¬ 
cil car parks in the borough 
will increase by 20 per cent. 

Two additional disabled 
bays have been created in 
Market Street to make a 
total of four in the road near 
Stourbridge Town Hall. 

Highways bosses say they 
have also experimented by 
adding a further six in 
Drury Lane, past St 
Thomas’ Church. 

But shoppers have already 
made complaints to business 
owners following the move. 

Nigel Higham, who runs 
Crown Butchers, in Market 
Street, said: “I can’t see the 
sense in it.” 

Stourbridge Township 
Council chairman Margaret 
Scott, who has mobility 
problems, said: “I don’t 
think having four disabled 
bays in Market Street is 
overkill.” 


centre on the land. 

Council leader Councillor 
David Sparks said the 
authority could not afford to 
help fund the reopening of 
the Castle Hill theatre ‘in 
the current climate’. 

It comes after an inde¬ 
pendent assessment of the 
campaigners’ business plan 
claimed the authority would 
need to subsidise the 
reopening of the Hippo¬ 
drome as well as making an 
upfront investment of 
between £5m and £10m. But 
campaign leader Geoff Fitz¬ 
patrick said the group had 
not demanded cash from the 
authority. 

Talks 

Friends of Dudley Hippo¬ 
drome members intend to 
hold fresh talks with council 
officers on May 29. 

Councillor Sparks said: 
“As leader of the council, I 
am very well aware that 
there are many people that 
would like to see the former 
Hippodrome restored and 
reopened as a successful the¬ 
atre. 

“However, what the inde¬ 
pendent study has told us is 
this would require an 
upfront capital investment 
of millions of pounds and 
that even then the building 
would require a significant 
subsidy from the council, 
which in the current climate 
I think most people will 
appreciate is something we 
cannot commit to. ” 

But campaign leader 
Geoff Fitzpatrick dismissed 
the figures revealed, saying 
campaigners have been 
unable to get a fully costed 
estimate for the works, due 
to the uncertainty of the 
theatre’s future. 



Bus stunt youths risking lives 


The group of teenagers hitch a dangerous lift clinging on to the back of a bus 


MOTORISTS and passers-by were stopped 
in their tracks as a group of teenagers diced 
with death when they hitched a bus ride - 
clinging to the back on their skates. 

Onlookers watched in horror as the ‘fool¬ 
ish five’ travelled along brazenly for more 
than half a mile in heavy traffic from 
Cradley Heath to Quarry Bank. 

The National Express bus company, 
describing it as a ‘very dangerous’ act, 
revealed it has had to mount extra inspec¬ 
tions in the Quarry Bank area, where similar 
incidents have been happening, to nip it in 
the bud. 

Julia Chance, who took photographs, was 
even mooned amid the traffic when the 
‘hitchhikers’, believed to be in their early 
teens, spotted her using her mobile phone 


camera. She had seen the group hang on to 
a flap above the bus engine as it left Cradley 
Heath bus station and they carried on being 
pulled along as the vehicle travelled along 
Forge Lane to High Street, Quarry Bank. 

“I couldn’t believe what I was seeing - and 
neither could car drivers on the road,” said 
42-year-old Miss Chance of Hill Street, 
Quarry Bank. 

She added: “If one of them had fallen off, 
they could have gone under the wheels of the 
bus or another vehicle. They really were the 
foolish five.” National Express West Mid¬ 
lands spokesman Jack Kelly said: “This act 
is very dangerous and we urge those taking 
part to stop it immediately. Our drivers are 
reporting these incidents as soon as they are 
aware of them. ” 


Addict is 
grabbed 
trying to 
steal fuel 

A DRUG addict stole fuel 
from a petrol station three 
times in four days but was 
caught on his fourth 
attempt, a court heard. 

Brett Hill had already 
stolen £178.69 of fuel from 
the Tesco petrol station in 
Hagley Road, Oldswinford, 
when he pulled up and 
began to fill his car and two 
jerry cans on May 1. 

But staff recognised his 
blue Vauxhall Astra and ran 
out to apprehend him before 
police arrived to arrest him. 

At Dudley Magistrates 
Court, Hill, aged 37, of Cale¬ 
donia, Quarry Bank, pleaded 
guilty to three charges of 
making off with petrol with¬ 
out payment. 

He also admitted one 
charge of attempted theft 
and driving without insur¬ 
ance and a licence. 

Mr Paul Selby, defending, 
said Hill had been addicted 
to heroin for 15 years but 
had managed to hold down a 
job in the motor industry 
until being made redundant 
last year. 

He said: “He needed 
petrol to look for a vehicle 
for a new business he was 
looking to set up. He wants 
to sort out his lifestyle and 
get off the drugs.” 

Sentencing was adjourned 
until June 17 for reports. 

Charity ball 
raises cash 

THE parents of a child 
wheelchair-bound by a crip¬ 
pling spinal disease have 
raised thousands through a 
sold-out charity ball. 

About 180 people 
attended the event at the 
David Lloyd Leisure Centre 
in Brierley Hill. 

It was organised by Paula 
and Toby Flatman, whose 
three-year-old daughter Hol- 
lie suffers from spinal mus¬ 
cular atrophy - a muscle 
wasting condition which 
damages the spinal cord. 

The couple, of Burns 
Close, Stourbridge, set up 
the event as a first 
fundraiser and pulled in 
£4,135. 

Boy hurt by fall 

A BOY was hurt when he 
fell 12ft from a tree at an 
event in Stourbridge. Para¬ 
medics were called to the 
Global Day of Prayer event 
at Mary Stevens Park at 
4.30pm on Sunday. The boy 
suffered chest injuries and 
was taken to Dudley’s Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital. 
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FASCIAS 

GUTTERING 




• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

6 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 


Broken Dentures? 


New Dentures 

available & made at... 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



The Dental Shop 

Pot 1081 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 


























































































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE 


, THURSDAY, MAY 23 2013 Page 3 

NEWS 


Owners of 
town bar 
in trouble 

THE operator of a Stour¬ 
bridge town centre bar has 
gone into administration. 

Administrators from 
Deloitte were appointed last 
week at Atmosphere Bars 
and Clubs, which is based in 
Milton Keynes. 

The firm runs 19 Chicago 
bars across the country 
including one in Ryemarket, 
Stourbridge for which a 
buyer is now being sought. 

The Stourbridge bar only 
opened in September after 
Atmosphere spent £500,000 
on refurbishing the former 
Que Pasa restaurant and 
bar. 

It created 25 jobs and 
marked the return of the 
chain to the town after the 
former Chicago Rock Cafe in 
the High Street shut in 2010 
when parent company 3DE 
collapsed and went into 
administration. 

Daniel Butters, joint 
administrator and partner 
at Deloitte, said: “We are 
continuing to trade the busi¬ 
ness and all venues remain 
open whilst seeking a sale as 
a going concern.” 

jlr opens 
testing site 

JAGUAR Land Rover has 
opened a new engineering 
test centre in Dubai. 

The car maker will 
conduct extreme hot 
weather vehicle research, 
development and testing at 
the new site. 

It is part of a major invest¬ 
ment programme under way 
for the manufacturer includ¬ 
ing a £500 million engine 
manufacturing plant at the 
i54 site on the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and South Staffordshire 
border. 

JLR director of engineer¬ 
ing technical services 
Martyn Hollingsworth said: 
“Our new facility in Dubai is 
four times the size of the pre¬ 
vious test centre and will 
enable us to enhance our 
testing of future products 
and technologies. 

“The engineering team is 
focused on the quality and 
durability of our products.” 


Museum tickets 

SEASON tickets are to be 
issued at the Museum of 
Carpet in Kidderminster 
due to an increasing demand 
for return visits. Tours of 
the Stour Vale Mill building 
in Green Street, which 
houses the museum, are 
proving so popular staff 
have decided to offer season 
tickets which will last until 
the end of the year. 


Paper prescriptions to be replaced digitally 


HEALTH Secretary Jeremy Hunt has sig¬ 
nalled the end of outdated paper prescrip¬ 
tions and notes with the announcement of 
a £260 million fund for hospitals to help 
the NHS ‘go digital’ within five years. 

Mr Hunt said using the latest technol¬ 
ogy could make the NHS safer by cutting 
down on the number of prescription blun¬ 
ders. He recently revealed 11 people died 
in the NHS in England last year after 
being given the wrong medication and the 
new money will be used to help develop 
‘electronic prescribing’. 

This will mean doctors can use technol¬ 
ogy to order prescriptions. It will also be 


used to help hospitals develop new elec¬ 
tronic patient systems so medics from dif¬ 
ferent departments in a hospital can 
access patient information quickly and 
easily. 

Eventually it will be rolled out to GP 
surgeries, marking an end to the written 
prescription. 

The new system will see computer-gen¬ 
erated prescriptions, using barcodes 
unique to each patient, being sent by 
doctors directly to pharmacies. 

Mr Hunt said: “This fund will allow 
doctors and nurses to make the NHS safer 
by harnessing the very latest technology. 


“In many places, right now, a paramedic 
picking up a frail elderly woman who has 
had a fall will not always know she has 
dementia, because he or she cannot access 
her notes. Or a doctor is prescribing the 
wrong drugs because they don’t know 
what drugs their patient is already on. 

“If we are to improve patient safety then 
we must allow the NHS to have access to 
the best tools available and this fund will 
help them achieve that.” 

Medical director of NHS England Pro¬ 
fessor Sir Bruce Keogh said: “This new 
fund will help patients get better and safer 
care by giving clinicians access to the right 


information when they need it most. 

“Supporting hospitals to replace out¬ 
dated paper systems for notes and pre¬ 
scriptions will help relieve patients’ 
frustration at having to repeat their 
medical and medication history over and 
over again, often in the same hospital, 
because their records aren’t available. 

“Expanding the use of electronic pre¬ 
scribing of medications in hospitals will 
help improve safety, save lives and save 
taxpayer’s money.” 

Mr Hunt has previously set out ambi¬ 
tions to make the NHS ‘paperless’. 


Paul sheds light on silver 
screen with home cinema 


IT’S a film buff’s dream - a cinema at the 
bottom of the garden. That’s just what Paul 
Slim has created, by kitting out his shed with 
a huge screen and surround sound. 

The 36-year-old originally kitted out the living room of 
his Amblecote home with the hi-tech equipment but had to 
find a new home for it when his girlfriend, Nic, moved in. 
The Carphone Warehouse worker quickly hit on the idea of 
turning his shed into the perfect venue for him and friends 
to enjoy films on the big ■ pV Lee WattOll 
screen. _"_ 


The project took around 
three months and £15,000 to 
complete with Mr Slim, who 
used to run the Movie Junc¬ 
tion store in Stourbridge, 
doing a lot of the work 
himself. 

It’s fitted with four sofas 
and a 119-inch screen, a 3D 
projector and 11.2 surround 
sound. 

The shed also has a lobby 
where Mr Slim stores his 
huge collection of 3,000 
DVDs and Blu-Rays. 

Visitors can also put on 
slippers or get hold of a hot 
or cold drink from the foyer 
just as they would in a real 
cinema. 

It is also kitted out with a 
selection of movie memora¬ 
bilia which Mr Slim has col¬ 
lected over the years. 

In one corner are large 
cut-outs of Boba Fett and C- 
3PO from the Star Wars 
franchise while shelves are 
packed with models from 
Pirates of the Caribbean, 
including Captain Jack 
Sparrow, Kill Bill and The 


Simpsons. The collection 
also features figures from 
Shaun of the Dead and V for 
Vendetta. 

Mr Slim’s design for his 
shed has proved such a hit it 
is now in the running for a 
top prize in a nationwide 
competition to find Britain’s 
best sheds. 

The winner will be judged 
by Channel 4’s Sarah Beeny 
and Kevin McCloud along 
with a host of enthusiasts. 

Mr Slim said he had been 
a movie fan for years and 
had built up a collection of 
more than 3,000 titles. 

“I designed the shed 
which was then built by an 
outside company who did all 
the woodwork and installed 
it,” he said. 

“I did everything else 
including all the installa¬ 
tions, wiring and calibrating 
the sound and vision.” 

The shed can hold around 
20 people comfortably. 

Vote for Mr Slim’s shed by 
logging on to website 
www.readersheds.co.uk 


Appeal over carnival 

ORGANISERS of this year’s Bewdley Carnival are appeal¬ 
ing for anyone interested in joining the parade either as a 
walking group or on a float to get in touch. 

They are hoping good weather will bring thousands of 
people into the town for the annual event which this year is 
on June 8 - and now want people keen to join in the fun to 
make contact. Anybody interested in joining the parade 
either can call 01299 401841. Organisers are also seeking 
people interested in running a stall. 



Paul Slim, from Stourbridge, sits back in his sofa to watch a film on his big screen in the cinema in his shed 



Paul at the entrance to the cinema in the garden Paul’s massive collection of DVDs adorn the walls 
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in brief 


It’s a family of 
mayors in town 

THE new mayor of Dudley 
is following in his 
brother’s footsteps as the 
borough’s first citizen. 

Councillor Alan Finch 
was elected the new mayor 
of Dudley at a civic cere¬ 
mony in the town and 
among those watching was 
his oldest brother, and 
fellow councillor Ken 
Finch, mayor of Dudley in 
1998/99. 

The younger Finch, 
aged 60, said: “This is a 
very proud day for my 
family, as the second Coun¬ 
cillor Finch to be Mayor of 
this borough.” 

Group invitation 
to young actors 

YOUNG actors are invited 
to audition for a new pro¬ 
duction by a South 
Staffordshire drama group. 

The Blue Branches 
Drama Academy in 
Brewood is inviting chil¬ 
dren between seven and 
14 to audition for their 
forthcoming production of 
A Little Princess. 

The classic novel by 
Francess Hodgson 

Burnett tells of how young 
Sara Crew is reduced from 
wealth to poverty. 

Call 01902 851 682 or 
visit www.bluebranch 
esdramaacademy. co.uk 

Drivers targeted 
in road crackdown 

DRIVERS speeding, using 
their mobile phones at the 
wheel or failing to wear a 
seatbelt were pulled over 
by police as part of a day of 
action in Dudley. 

Police joined with West 
Midlands Fire Service to 
carry out the initiative in 
the Castle and Priory areas 
of Dudley. Out of more than 
50 motorists stopped, 16 
were speeding, five were on 
their phones, and 24 were 
not wearing seat belts. 

Doughnuts shop 
is helping charity 

A SHOP is donating 
money to charity for every 
bag of doughnuts sold in a 
national campaign. 

To mark National 
Doughnut Week, Green’s 
Doughnuts at the Holly 
Bush Garden Centre, 
Shareshill is giving lOp to 
the Children’s Trust for 
every bag sold. The scheme 
has raised more than 
£755,000 for charity. 

£522 for the RNLI 

THE Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution’s 
annual flag day in Stour¬ 
bridge centre raised £522. 
Stourbridge branch chair¬ 
man Chris Fonteyn said, 
the generosity of shoppers 
was apparent. 



DAVID WITHERS BUTCHERS 


Established 1990 

From field to plate with complete integrity in the supply chain 

♦ Pork and Flavoured Sausages 

♦ Award Winning Pork Pies 

♦ Hot Eating Pies and Pasties 

♦ Homemade Burgers 

♦ Home Reared Beef 

♦ Home Reared Lamb 

♦ Locally Sourced Pork 

♦ Range of Cold Cooked Meats 

ASK ABOUT OUR SAVERS CLUB - SPREAD THE COSTS 




Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY 8k SUNDAY 



Visit our showroom at: 



Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 



(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 



Telephone: 01384 343400 

/L 


1 St Kenelms Road, Romsley B62 0NU ® 01562 710422 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



THIS blog is coming to you, Wifi permitting, from 
the island of Inchmurrin on Loch Lomond. As every 
traveller knows, Scotland can be gloriously sunny in 
May. This is not one of those Mays. I am reminded of 
the traditional Scottish greeting to holidaymakers: 
“Och, but ye’ve just missed a beautiful fortnight.” 

□ n n 

THERE are three of us boating around the isles; 
myself, my younger brother and my old mate Lennox. 
We are not as young as once we were and we did the 
sum of all the medications we are taking to ward off the 
ailments of middle age. This is Three Men and Eighty- 
Four Tablets on a Boat. Some vessels announce their 
arrival with horns or whistles. Ours rattles. 

n n n 

ON OUR Highland island, the storm struck at pre¬ 
cisely 4.28am, whamming into the side of our 
cottage like a giant boot and striking dumb a flock 
of cackling oystercatchers on the beach. The little 
black-and-white birds had been joyously celebrat¬ 
ing the dawn and then thought better of it and 
dashed for cover. By breakfast, Loch Lomond was 
a frenzy of wild water, white horses erupting from 
shore to shore with vicious little squalls corkscrew¬ 
ing through the tiny harbour. Not the ideal sailing 
day. 

n □ n 

I WAS reminded of the unkind old joke. What’s that 
special word the Scots use to describe the conditions 
when it’s perishing cold, the rain is lashing down and 
the wind blows you off your feet? Summer. 

n n n 


NO surprises about Olivia Colman winning two 
awards at the Baftas. I bet she’ll be back in 2014 for 
her excellent performance in this year’s murder 
mystery, Broadchurch. And here’s another predic¬ 
tion. Watch out in 2014 for a best-supporting award 
for that old trouper Anton Lesser as the senior 
police officer in Endeavour. He doesn’t just play the 
part; he becomes it, bringing all sorts of twitching 
prejudices and paranoia to it. What a pro. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Gran thought number 
was up then Ben came 


AS it was ‘eyes down look in’, little did Hale¬ 
sowen grandmother Shirley Gardener know 
the young bingo hall assistant she had only 
ever waved at before was about to save her life. 


Ben Washington raced to 
give the kiss of life to the 66- 
year-old when she suffered a 
heart attack on a Ring and 
Ride bus as she left the 
Mecca bingo hall in High 
Street, Brierley Hill. 

The first aider - who had 
never before used his life¬ 
saving training ‘for real’ - 
clambered over the bus seats 
to reach her. Doctors said his 
actions bought her the vital 
five minutes of treatment 
that saved her life. “He’s 
Ben, my guardian angel,” 
said Shirley, a retired 
cleaner, of Beecher Road 
East, who has now met the 
amusement arcade team 
leader to thank him and give 
him a grateful kiss. 

The story of how Ben 
saved her life brought tears 
to the eyes of around 400 
fellow bingo players when 
her husband, Richard, 
stepped up in front of them, 
flanked by Shirley, their four 
children and some of their 
grandchildren, to praise 
Ben’s actions. 

The family presented the 
33-year-old with three 
bottles of his favourite 
tipple - Jaegermeister. 

Shirley, who has been a 
regular at the Mecca for 
around 15 years, was happy 
with a £55 win at bingo with 


| by Louise Jew 

her daughter Kerry, aged 42, 
on the night of April 29, 
when she began to feel 
breathless as they left. 

She got on the bus with 
Kerry, of Highfield Crescent, 
Colley Gate, but then col¬ 
lapsed. Ben, who trained in 
first aid with St John Ambu¬ 
lance six years ago, raced to 
the rescue. 

Ben, who lives with his 
wife, Denise, and six-year- 
old son Cain in Norwood 
Road, Brockmoor, Brierley 
Hill, said: “Shirley said ‘I’m 
going, I’m gone’ and stopped 
breathing. That was the 
scariest bit, so I put her on 
her back and did CPR, 
including the kiss of life.” 

As Shirley began to regain 
consciousness, two other 
bingo customers - a hospital 
worker and a paramedic - 
came to help him, followed 
by an ambulance crew. 

Shirley was rushed to 
Dudley’s Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital, where a medical team 
spent a further 45 minutes 
resuscitating her.“ 

“The doctor came out and 
said another five minutes 
and she wouldn’t have made 
it,” said husband Richard, 
aged 74, a retired packing 
case maker. 



Shirley Gardener, who was given first aid by amusements team leader Ben Washing¬ 
ton, left, and her husband, Richard, who wrote in to thank the staff at Mecca Bingo 


Over the 
limit man 
'a danger 
to public’ 

A CONVICTED drink- 
driver has been described as 
a danger to the public after 
he was again caught driving 
while over the limit. 

Simon Shaw was arrested 
after being stopped by offi¬ 
cers driving on a Sedgley 
road last month. 

The 24-year-old, who had 
been convicted of drink¬ 
driving 18 months earlier 
admitted driving while over 
the limit, at Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court. 

Sentencing him District 
Judge Mr Graham Wilkin¬ 
son judge said he was ‘a 
danger to the public’. 

He said Shaw, of Mason 
Street, Bilston, had been 
spotted by officers as he 
drove his Renault Clio down 
the middle of Bilston Street 
on April 17. After a short 
pursuit they saw him stop 
outside a house on Green¬ 
way, the court was told. 

A breath test found 59 
micrograms of alcohol per 
100 millilitres of Shaw’s 
breath, almost twice the 
legal limit of 35. Shaw was 
also banned for three years. 


Sales increased 

BREWERS Marston’s 
announced an increase in 
sales - despite revealing 
profits had been knocked by 
bad weather during January 
and March. Despite this the 
Wolverhampton beer and 
pubs group, which brews 
Banks’s and Pedigree, has 
plans for more new pub- 
restaurants. 


% % 

Bank Holiday Collections 

No change to your bin 
collections on Monday 27 May 
or the rest of the week 

/r /r /r /• 

Blue lid Garden waste Household Food waste 

recycling waste 

If your collections are due please put your recycling 
and rubbish out by 6.45am at the edge of your property 

and we will collect as normal. 

Sandwell Council is working with Serco to 
deliver your recycling and refuse services. 

For more information: 

www.sandwell.gov.uk contact@sandwell.gov.uk 0845 359 7501 

Sandwell serco 

aSi Metropolitan Borough Council 


QUALITY & COMFORT 

Tailor made for you 

Up to 50% off showroom stock 


Handmade suites to suit all Budgets 



• Wide Selection of 
Fabrics 

• Tailor Made Suites 
and Chairs 

• Home Demonstra¬ 
tions Available 

• Mobility Furniture 

• 10 Year Guarantee 
on Frames 

• We do full re-covers 


Broadcott Ind Est., Unit 4, Station Road, Old Mill B64 6TNTT 


‘WE CAN COME TO YOU FOR MOBILITY FURNITURE 9 


0121 559 305T 


(RANTS 


Bookkeeping 

Services 


Open 7 days per week 9am -9pm 
“MIDDLE MAN SERVICE” 


BEADYTO PRESENTTOYOURACCOUNTANT. 
SAVE MONEY AND TIME. 


> Self Assessment 


• VAT • P.A.Y.E. • Bookkeeping 

30 Years in Business 

Call 01384 568013 

Email: grantwilletts@btinternet.com 



Safely access your loft! 

^ FULLY FITTED FROM 

T £245 



We provide a convenient and 
safe way to access 
your loft. 

Each ladder has a 10 year parts 
guarantee and can be installed 
in approx 2-3 hours. 

We offer a loft boarding service 
if required at an 
additional cost. 

PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE 
QUOTE. 


Manufactured to ISO 9002 Standard 

Telephone: 01952 282152 
Mobile: 07817 431505 

T he Local Dis tributor St Installer for * ff!f 

I lTil HI For more information visit: 

MUJ www.stira. co. uk 
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zoo's boss 
among the 
top chiefs 

THE chief executive of 
Dudley Zoo is among the 
winners in the West Mid¬ 
lands Director of the Year 
Awards. 

Peter Suddock, aged 66, 
won in the not-for-profit 
category of the annual 
Institute of Directors’ 
awards, which were 
announced at Warwickshire 
Cricket Club’s Edgbaston 
ground. 

Paul Hutchens, manag¬ 
ing director of Kiddermin¬ 
ster-based Eco2Solar, won 
an environment-based 
award. 

The overall director of 
the year was Chris Li, chief 
executive and founder of 
Coventry business Luxury 
for Less. 

The winners of each cate¬ 
gory will go forward to rep¬ 
resent the West Midlands 
region at the IoD’s national 
competition to be held in 
London on October 11. 

Mr Suddock has been the 
zoo’s chief executive for 20 
years and has described it as 
‘the best job in the world.’ 

The judges recognised 
him as an outstanding 
leader with a real passion 
for his business. 

The attraction receives 
225,000 visitors each year. 


Singers in show 

THE Starlight Singers will 
be performing songs from the 
shows at Kidderminster’s 
Rose Theatre on May 31 fea¬ 
turing hits from Miss Saigon, 
Les Miserables and Wicked. 
Tickets, are £10, and avail¬ 
able on 01562 743745 or via 
www.rosetheatre.co.uk 


Divers step back in time to 
try out an old birthday suit 


THEY looked like they were step¬ 
ping from the set of 20,000 
Leagues Under the Sea - and 
Captain Nemo in his submarine 
Nautilus could just pop up a few 
yards away. 

But this was a very modern group of 
divers, who took turns for a dip wearing an 
antique heavy brass helmet and lead-bot¬ 
tomed boots in a chilly quarry lake. 

Nine men, including seven members of 
the Black Country Divers, Halesowen were 
celebrating the 40th birthday of Dan 
Higgins, as well as the diamond anniversary 
of the British Sub Aqua Club (BSAC). 

Air was pumped by hand down a long tube 
to the clumsy-looking, 80-year-old helmet, 
while members of the Historical Diving 
Society kept a close eye on the expedition. 

The nostaligic dive was the brainchild of 
Black Country Divers’ diving officer Dan, 
who lives in the ‘Old Quarter’ district of 
Stourbridge and is senior charge nurse in 
intensive care at Birmingham's Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth Hospital. 

Swimmingly 

His party all agreed the exercise, at the 
National Diving Centre, Stoney Cove, 
Leicestershire, went swimmingly. 

It was a sunny day, which meant under¬ 
water visibility was about five or six metres, 
and the divers said the IOC (50F) tempera¬ 
ture of the lake was ‘not too uncomfortable’. 

Dan said: “We were wearing a large brass 
diving helmet dating from 1932, which I 
believe was once used by Royal Navy divers 
and could even have been on underwater 
operations during the Second World War. 

“We also had on old-style heavy diving 
suit made of canvas over rubber. 

“Although it wasn’t actually old, it is an 
exact reproduction of kit used 60 to 80 years 
ago. We kept warm by wearing fleece suits 



Jonathan Flood, of Black Country Divers, is helped into the antique suit by John 
Smillie, left, and Pop Yarrow, of the Historical Diving Society 



Jonathan Flood is lowered into the water by 
John Smillie of the Historical Diving Society 


underneath. On our feet we had on heavy 
boots with lead soles which helped keep us 
down on the bottom. 

“The air was pumped down into the 
helmet through a long pipe from a hand- 
operated machine on the surface. A couple of 
guys were doing that. 

“Once we were down there we didn’t go 
very deep, just about six metres to a shelf 
which goes around the edge, and spent the 
time mooching about trying to get used to 
the equipment, which was so different from 
the lightweight kit we have these days. 


“It was really heavy and all the equipment 
we were wearing weighed about 13 stone, 
but it was fascinating to see how well it all 
worked and everything went without a hitch 
thanks to the group from the Historical 
Diving Society. 

“It was a really fantastic experience and 
we’re all really glad we did it. 

“In fact, we enjoyed ourselves so much 
that some of us are now thinking of joining 
the Historical Diving Society so we can wear 
the equipment again.” 

The appropriately-named Jonathan 


Flood, aged 37, a pre-sales consultant, from 
Halesowen and fellow member of Black 
Country Divers, said: “It was a brilliant 
experience. Getting into the really old 
equipment, knowing someone was pumping 
air down from the surface from a beautiful 
looking pump made of wood and brass was 
unique. 

“When they were bolting you into your 
helmet it was disconcerting.” 

Black Country Divers, which has about 30 
members, meet at Halesowen Leisure 
Centre every Wednesday at 9pm. 


LllVj 

Burn calories at 
fitness sessions 

TV RUGBY pundit Austin 
Healey has backed a new 
campaign from British Mil¬ 
itary Fitness (BMF), which 
will include sessions in 
Stourbridge. 

The organisation, which 
runs military-style outdoor 
fitness classes at Stevens 
Park, Wollescote, aims to 
inspire people to get into 
the open air and burn off 
calories at Start events. 
Stourbridge Start sessions 
will take place in the park 
on June 1, June 29 and July 
20, all starting at 9.30am. 
Former England and Lions 
player Healey said: “I want 
us to inspire people to swap 
their slippers for trainers.” 

Have splashing 
time on course 

CHILDREN from the age 
of four upwards will be able 
to have a splashing time in 
a swimming course in 
Stourbridge. 

Dudley Council is 
launching three courses, 
each of four 30-minute ses¬ 
sions, at the town’s Crystal 
Leisure Centre, from May 
28 to 31. Beginners’ courses 
will run at 9.30am and 
10.30am, with improvers at 
10am. Each course costs 
£18.80 per child, with a 50 
per cent off for Options 
Plus cardholders. 

Dixons’ sales up 

CURRYS and PC World 
owner Dixons said the 
company was in the best 
shape it had been ‘in many 
years’ after reporting sales 
growth in the last 12 
months. Sales across the 
group rose by four per cent. 


s 
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It’s simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale personnel and the unbeatable 
service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window 
and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 
28 years. Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our 
purpose built 40,000 sq. ft showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday 9.00 am 
to 4.00 pm. At Rydale we feel that is very important to see products on display before you make your final decision to purchase. 
We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here for you the customer. 

At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, You only pay when the installation has been completed. Rydale 
has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. Can 
that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products including free delivery. 

AT RYDALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY. 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES 
ORANGERIES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT ROARDS 

• SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS* 


ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 


CELEBRATING OVER 


YEARS 


FINANCE AVAILABLE 


;Bir 

Its' ■»*' 


Mow, Conservatory, Porch, Fascia & Soffit News 
How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


RYDALE SERVICES 

Ma WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS. WE ARE HERE FOR YOU THE CUSTOMER 


LOCKS • SEALANT 

• SEALED ‘HANDLES 
UNITS .FASCIA & 

• GASKETS GUTTERING 


aiunjiiiiiiih 


You are invited to visit one off 
the largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 
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10 < 

YEAR 
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THE most interesting thing to 
come out of the Chris Huhne case 
was the nature of the institution in 
which he was held. 

According to one of the televi¬ 
sion news reporters, it is up to 
prisoners whether they want to 
lock the doors at Leyhill Prison in 
Gloucestershire at night. Presum¬ 
ably this is to keep the riff-raff out. 
After all, you wouldn't want any 
wrong ‘uns spoiling the party, 
would you? 

The newsman also said the 
prison was very proud of its work¬ 
shop, which knocked out an 
excellent line in window frames. 

So this is a prison where the 
inmates are free to come and go 
as they please, and where they 
spend their days making window 
frames. 

And suddenly it struck me. 
There are plenty of institutions like 
this all over the West Midlands, 
only the inmates are in the main, 
honest law-abiding people who 
would never dream of perverting 
the course of justice, or scarring 
the countryside with wind tur¬ 
bines or anything like that. 

Only round here, we call them 
factories. 

nnnnnn 

IN WHAT must surely be one of 
the most imaginative claims 
under the Human Rights Act yet, 
Iraqi drug dealer Hesham 
Mohammed AN, claimed he 
should be allowed to remain in the 
UK because he had tattoos. 

Ali, who arrived via a people¬ 
smuggling racket 13 years ago, 
had his application for asylum 
turned down and was handed a 
four-year sentence for dealing 
class A drugs, had a half-naked 
woman tattooed on his chest. As 
you do. 

“In Iraq, people with tattoos get 
stoned,” he told the court. 

Trust me, they do in Wolver¬ 
hampton as well. 

nnnnnn 

MEMO to the gentleman in 
front of me at Wolverhampton 
post office. Having your mobile 
phone on speaker in a public 
place is seldom a good idea, par¬ 
ticularly when you are going 
through the security questions 
with your bank. 

And given that everybody in the 
post office heard your name, 
address, postcode, date of birth 
and your mother's maiden name, 
it might not be a bad idea to 
update your security settings. 

nnnnnn 

HERE’S a business idea you 
never see on The Apprentice. 

Self-styled ‘bacontrepreneurs’ 
Justin and Dave have recently 
launched their new line in bacon- 
scented sun cream. 

“Science has shown us that 10 
out of 10 people prefer the smell 
of bacon to coconut, which 
makes this the most anticipated 
new product of the summer,” says 
a press release for J&D’s Bacon 
Sunscreen. 

What a load of codswallop. 
Who’d want to smell like fried 
bacon? Now pork scratchings 
and you might be on to some¬ 
thing... 



Some of the delegates raising their concerns Roger Davies from Yorkshire who played at the event Jez Lowe headlined the showcase concert at Folk21 

Folk for the future 
is what drives John 


Folk clubs and small venues 
feel under threat. DANNY 
FARRAGHER spoke to the 
musician leading thefightback 

THEY say an avalanche can start 
from just a single noise and while 
it may not be quite that dramatic, 
a rumble was started on Face- 
book by musician John Richards 
almost two years ago which 
turned into a national movement. 

As part of this movement people from all 
over the Midlands gathered in Wolver¬ 
hampton determined to find solutions that 
are crucial to their survival. 

John, aged 62, originally from Coseley 
and now living in Worfield, Bridgnorth, has 
been on the folk circuit for more than 40 
years and is passionate about the tradition 
and even more so about the local clubs 
where new acts cut their teeth and which 
he feels are being ignored both by the folk 
circuit generally and the national and local 
media specifically. 

Musicians 

Folk21 saw its first West Midlands 
Regional Conference descend on the 
Newhampton Arts Centre, Dunkley Street, 
Whitmore Reans where promoters, club 
organisers, musicians and folk fans came 
together. 

The all-day conference was split into two 
parts with the delegates and visitors having 
their say in two seminar-style gatherings 
and then the evening putting on a show¬ 
case for new acts from around the country. 
So where does the problem lie? 

“The basis of Folk21 was that I was 
getting more and more depressed over a 
period of time as to the way the folk clubs 
were getting treated as compared to the fes¬ 
tivals, the folk awards, the bigger concerts, 
radio and TV and I thought we were given 
very much the wrong end of the stick and 
that something needed to be done about it, ” 
explained John. 

“I blogged this and a lot of like-minded 


nothing to do with modern folk.” 

“Now that is stopping younger people 
from getting involved in what we do, and 
my passion for this after playing and 
running folk clubs for 40 years is I want 
there to be continuity so the ‘missing’ 30- 
somethings and younger have a ‘database’ 
of folk clubs which they can carry forward 
for the future, because the way things are 
going they won’t have, and that would be a 
tragic waste.” 

People came from many parts of the 
Midlands, South Staffordshire, Notting¬ 
ham, Leicester, Bromsgrove, Willenhall 
and Wolverhampton to name but a few, 
and all seemed to have a common aim of 
making folk clubs the best experience they 
can be. Common concerns which emerged 
were the average age of the people at folk 
venues and the lack of publicity and com¬ 
munication between organisers up and 
down the country. 

Problems 

But John has no illusions about the 
enormity of the task. 

“The main aim of the day was to get 
West Midlands folk club organisers 
together for the first time and to get them 
to share their problems. 

“We also wanted to explore how the 
clubs and small venues could use publicity, 
PR, websites and social networking more 
successfully. I think we have raised a lot of 
issues which people are thinking and 
talking about and I think they will con¬ 
tinue to talk about. 

“I hope now through social networking 
there will be a lot of ideas posted, a sharing 
of ideas. Then getting everyone to start 
thinking about how we reach the ‘non¬ 
folk’ audience. 

“That is absolutely key, it’s what we do 
about raising the profile of the clubs and 
letting people know they can see brilliant 
musicians in intimate surroundings. 

“My message to every folk club is to 
explore every possibility you can to be as 
professional as you can, in your publicity 
and marketing and make sure when you 
get the people into your folk club that you 
give them the best experience possible.” 

For information visit www.folk21.net 



1983... 

A WOLVERHAMPTON council¬ 
lor made history when he 
attended the 50th anniversary of 
the opening of a library. Council¬ 
lor Ted Lane was also present at 
the official opening of the Heath 
Town Library in 1933. 


SOCIAL Democrat David 
Owen was forced to abandon a 
pre-election walkabout after 
being banned from Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Mander Centre. A 
spokesman for Mander Proper¬ 
ties said the centre was deter¬ 
mined to remain non-political. 


A WALSALL man who saved 
the life of a woman drowning in a 
canal admitted he knew nothing 
about lifesaving. Robert Dyhouse 
said: “I just muddled through,” 
after rescuing Gladys Lewis from 
the canal and performing 
makeshift artificial respiration.” 

1993... 

ORGANISERS of Dudley’s 
Beer Festival had a race against 
time to get 150 barrels of ale set 
up for the start of the three-day 
event. Volunteers worked into the 
early hours after a last-minute 
hitch delayed delivery of scaffold¬ 
ing for storing the casks. 


WOLVERHAMPTON’S top 
stores quit the town’s Chamber of 
Commerce and set up their own 
pressure group. Marks & 
Spencer, Beatties, Boots, BhS 
and C&A were among the big 
names to walk out in protest at 
soaring membership charges. 


A BANANA war broke out in 
Wolverhampton after Gateway’s 
supermarket cut the cost of the 
fruit by half. Market traders said 
they could not compete with the 
store’s price of 25p a pound, 
which was less than the whole¬ 
sale cost of bananas. 

2003... 

WOLVES sealed their promo¬ 
tion to the Premiership with an 
emphatic victory over Sheffield 
United in the play-off final in 
Cardiff. Goals from Mark 
Kennedy, Nathan Blake and 
Kenny Miller secured the 3-0 
win. 


HUNDREDS of young fans 
queued up for hours to meet 
chart-toppers Girls Aloud at 
Dudley’s Merry Hill Centre. The 
band stopped off at the centre’s 
new HMV store to sign copies of 
their album Sounds of the 
Underground. 


A Midlands town hall was alive 
with the Sound of Music as 300 
film enthusiasts attended the 
first ever Stourbridge Film Festi¬ 
val. Visitors from across the 
Black Country came dressed as 
nuns, Germans and members of 
the von Trapp family for the 
opening event entitled Sing- 
along-a-Sound-of-Music. 





Musician John Richards who is leading the fight for survival for local folk clubs 


people came forward and we decided 
something needed to be done, but what 
could we do? 

“What we decided was to become a cat¬ 
alyst for co-operation. The whole basis of 
the regional days was just that, so that we 
can co-operate and see how we can start to 
solve the problems that the clubs and 
venues are facing.” 

Since Folk21 was started it has organ¬ 
ised regional days all over the country; in 
Yorkshire, East Midlands, East Anglia, 
London and there is soon to be a Devon 
and South West meeting. 

The perception of local folk clubs is very 


much at the forefront of what John and 
many others see as a major part of the 
problem. 

John believes the local folk club scene 
has been dropped by the media because it 
is seen as a minority interest. 

“The publicity which was so important 
to us has gone, so we are being battered on 
a local level,” says John. “Even worse is 
that on a national level we are just criti¬ 
cised and laughed at. For example, BBC2 
Folk Awards dropped the Best Folk Club 
of the Year, they don’t talk about us any 
more. We have been referred to as the old 
‘beards and sandals’ brigade which has 


SPRING SALE 



Huge Range of Quality 
Concrete / Metal / Wooden 


Storage Sheds - Workshops 
Single & Double Garages 
Log Cabins - Garden Rooms 


Concrete Garages 

Roof replacement also available inc Asbestos 



i Free Quotations Q Old Buildings Removed inc Asbestos Q Base Laying Service O Free Delivery & Fitting 


Show Site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, Visit our website: Call us now: 

West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) www.bettabuildings.co.uk 0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 

BUILDINGS 
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LETTERS 


Learn from the Grand campaign 


PERHAPS Dudley’s decision to demol¬ 
ish the Hippodrome reflects the cumber¬ 
some and unworkable unit the borough 
became after the latest gerrymandering 
of its boundaries. 

Perhaps those absorbed against their 
will are delivering revenge by destroying 
the town itself. Clearly Dudley residents 
are significantly outnumbered. 

One saving grace, for Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s council, is it has twice enabled the 
rescue of the Grand Theatre, the jewel in 
the crown of the City’s cultural life. 

Dudley’s Hippodrome deserves the 
same. Its supporters might learn from 


what helped persuade Wolverhampton’s 
council in the 1960s. We collected money 
and raised enough to convince it and the 
theatre’s bank there was sufficient 
support. In only 24 hours we raised 
£1,800, when the average wage was 
around £1,000 per annum. 

Here is a chance for Dudley to step out 
from the shadow of its neighbour Brum 
and perhaps an opportunity for collabo¬ 
ration between two real theatres 
between them bringing the best shows to 
the South Staffordshire conurbation. 

Everyone in the area should support 
efforts to save the Hippodrome. I have to 


confess I only once attended Dudley Hip¬ 
podrome to see a pantomime. Dudley I 
recall was a bleak and windswept place 
apart from the street housing the Hippo¬ 
drome, Cinemas and the zoo, which 
resembled a holiday resort. 

In the same issue as you report the 
decision you report plans to waste mil¬ 
lions on extending the Metro to Merry 
Hell. I urge people from all Dudley’s 
neighbours to support attempts to save 
that theatre. Write to your MPs folks. 
EJ.W. HOLLAND 
First hon. Secretary of 
The Grand Theatre Club 


Let’s make 
punishment 
match the 
criminal act 

LET’S make the punish¬ 
ment fit the crime. 

Instead of listing the hun¬ 
dreds of cases every week 
where I am shocked at the 
leniency of decisions made, 
may re: the Huhne/Price 
case. 

We were told perverting 
the course of justice is an 
extremely serious thing. 

All kinds of dire outcomes 
were prophesied for the 
husband and wife lawbreak¬ 
ers. 

In the event, instead of 
years in the ‘clink’, they 
were sentenced to eight 
months. Then lo and behold, 
because they were ‘model 
inmates’, they are released 
after eight weeks. 

Can anyone explain to me 
what constitutes a serious 
crime and why in this case 
were the pair given a tap on 
the wrists? Yes, I know the 
family unit may be 
destroyed, but that happens 
in most serious cases. 

ALAN M ETHERIDGE 

Catholic Lane 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Halesowen Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton 
WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
ervesthe right to condense letters. 


How many more are 
entering illegally? 

THE local heating engineer who brought the attention of 
the police to a lorry containing 12 illegal immigrants, who 
were detained at Watford Gap Services, makes you wonder 
just how many lorries entering Britain carrying human 
cargo go undetected despite increased security, or so we are 
told, on both sides of the channel. 

One would hope that in this particular case the 10 adults 
plus 2 juveniles from Iran, Syria and Afghanistan would be 
removed from Britain in weeks, if not days, but of course it 
won’t happen. After going through official procedures it’s 
just as likely they will be on our streets to join the queue 
behind hundreds of thousands living here in the same situ¬ 
ation. Immigration into Britain in whatever form has 
almost been a taboo subject since the infamous Enoch 
Powell speech. Since then governments of all shades have 
suppressed open debate on the subject for fears of being 
branded racist. 

Consequently overwhelming public concern and the 
surge towards UKIP has now forced the Government to sit 
up and take notice, although I fear this move has come 
about 30 years too late. 

A P CUFF, Grayling Road, Stourbridge 


Political 
promises 
so easily 
reneged 

DAVID Cameron on a visit 
to the USA has said only the 
Conservatives wanted to 
give people a say on a refer¬ 
endum. 

We had his cast iron 
promise on this but we know 
cast iron is easily broken as 
are his promises. 

America is not a member 
but they trade with anybody 
and any country anywhere 
in the world. 

The American people 
would not take kindly to 
paying $53 billion a day and 
be told what to do, how to do 
it and when by Brussels or 
anyone else, so why are we? 

Conservative MPs warn 
that voters do not trust 
politicians’ promises on the 
EU, with good reason I 
would say. 

UKIP leader, Nigel Farage 
is trying to get England to be 
governed, and our laws and 
wishes adhered to once 
more. 

JOHN PERKINS 

Wood Road 

Dudley 


Hawthorn 

\X/i n cJ ows 



Specialists in Door, Window, Porch and 
Conservatory Installations 


Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON ALL UPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 


10 year guarantee 


Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 

We will beat any quote 

FENSA registered 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 



Replace YoutTired Kitchen, 
throom or ,Bedroom, With I 


- 


Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st May 


m 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 



Laminate flooring in 
tile form - very classy 

Wet Wall Panelling for 
bathrooms, no more 
grouting 

Budget range of 
flat-pack kitchens, 
super 18mm, for 
better value and 
quality than any of 
the major retailers 
inclusive of soft close 
doors, and drawers 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent st 



isrggm 


OVER 100 DOOR 
STYLES, AVAILABLE 
IN ANY COLOUR YOU 
CAN NAME 

OVER 200 
WORKTOP FINISHES 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES 18MM 
PRE-BUILT 


VISA ’ 


Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
t k beginning to end...” 


f&eded 


No False Promises! No PreSSUrje! 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Homeowners... 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to i 



_ 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTI 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN!! 


NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

Open Mon-Sat 9.00 am-5.30 pm, Thursday 9.00 am-7.00 pm 

Tel: 0121 550 4821 
Mobile: 07726 104200 

Oak Lodge Building, Furnace Hill, Halesowen, B63 3LZ 

Open Mon-Fri 9.30 am-5.00 pm, Sat 10.00 am-2.00 pm 
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UK LIMITETTEst. 1988 

Roofing • Windows • Doors • Porches /• Fascias • Conservatories 

lS.il 



... 2L 

,iscountfl YEARS IN 


BUSINESS 


HM 


OUEE 
otlllL 

Sf|i 

for ANY Conservatory over 15sq.metres 

Highest quality energy efficient ||| n 1 Conservatories/Windows Installer 

llIU I 


products from the Midlands I 


I The brand you can trust 


BUY NOW, PAY LATER OR 
0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

life will beat any genuine like for like guote from any 
established reputable company (10 years plus)* 



No job too big or small 
■from Windows to 
Orangeries 


Is your root leaking or need replacing? 

• Life expectancy up to 50 years • 

20 year guarantee 

Birmingham 0121 568 7388 


Stratford Upon Avon 01789 270 726 Rugby 01788 211 019 

Cannock 01543 401 101 Coventry 012476 960 880 
Leamington Spa 01926 702 303 
Wolverhampton 01902 489 498 
Telford 01952 427 667 Sandwel1 & 01384 847123 

Walsall 01922 430908 


Kidderminster 01562 539 341 


Freephone 0500 77 75 75 


Buy with confidence from a 
well established company 
registered with company 
house for other 26 years. 


"The way you and your company dealt 

with me from start to finish, more than 
beyond doubt met my requirements 
and given me total satisfaction" 

Mr Hemmings, Coventry 


Is 


FENSA 


GOLD MEMBER 


GIFT v6uCHER 


In Conjunction with Conservatory Order 
D Electrics including Fan Lig [] Air Cooler/Heater 0 Laminate Flooring 
J F . E ^ SA © I’lI.KINCTON | jjpjgffss. 

For a Free Quotation call Freephone no: 0500 77 75 75 Lines open 24 hours a day 
Pinfold Street, Darlaston/Wednesbury WS108SY Regional Depot: 0121568 7388 Fax: 0121 568 8818 
Email: sureshieldukfbtconnect.com Website: stormsealuk.com 
Not be used in conjunction with any other offer. Voucher must be handed to representative on first visit. 


36 


vjt x cciuiiic 



Saturday 25th May 
Saturday 25th May 
Sunday 26th May 
Monday 27th May 


Friday 31st May 
Saturday 1st June 
Sunday 2nd June 
Monday 10th June 
Thursday 20th June 


01384 44 44 64 

greenlinecoaches@aol.com 

BLACKPOOL 6 pm return 
(Family Saver £55) £18, £16, £13 
WESTON OR BURNHAM ON SEA 
(Family Saver £55) £18, £16, £13 
MYSTERY DAY OUT!!!! 

North, East or West???? £16 
WESTON (BANK HOLIDAY) 

(Family Saver 2 ad, 2 child £55) £18, £16, £13 
SOUTHPORT VICTORIAN TOWN Seaside & fair 
(Family Saver £55) £18, £16, £13 
CHESTER/CHESHIRE OAKS/CHESTER ZOO 
excludes add £18, £16, £13 
LLANDUDNO VICTORIAN TOWN & SEASIDE 
(Family Saver £55) £18, £16, £13 
TROUVILLE HOTEL I.O.W SEAFRONT, 
Entertainment, Excursions 7 Days £369.00 
WESTON SANDBAY EXCURSIONS & 
ENTERTAINMENT 5 days only £219.00 
ROYAL ASCOT LADIES DAY 
Silver Ring Entrance one price £59.50 
WESTON SUN, SAND,PIER FREE AIR SHOW 
TODAY!! (F/S £55) 18.00 16.00 13.00 
MYSTERY DAY TRIP North or South ??????? 

One Price £16.00 

COTSWOLDS MORETON IN THE MARSH & 
BOURTON ON THE WATER 
Midweek Special £12.00 
LLANDUDNO VIA LLANGOLLEN & THE 
HORSESHOE PASS Midweek Special £16.00 
EASTBOURNE Haddon Hall Hotel 
Entertainment/Excursions 8 days only £419.00 
TEWKESBURY MARKET & UPTON ON SEVERN 
Midweek Special £12.00 
TORQUAY SUMMER SIZZLER Nethway Hotel 
Entertainment/Excursions 5 Days Only £199 
SHREWSBURY FLOWER SHOW More than just a 
Flower Show!! 35.00 33.00 15.00 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE & ROYAL MEWS 
£47, £45, £35 

HARRY POTTER STUDIO TOUR 
Very Popular!! £52, £50, £40 


LOCAL PICK UP POINTS AND 
YOU’LL ENJOY OUR COMPANY 


Tuesday 25th June 

Thursday 27th June 
Saturday 29th June 


Friday 9th August 




NOT 

your fault? 

Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


ytlMlcton < Dummcr 


FREE HOME 
0121 544 


VISITS 

4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 



iY FAMILY TttBAT 

iMmiimfui Ncrrvty vetlM(pi tr:«inx bw fxtiu 

and flpod food .v emabto pnrra makr th» 
a KTexkt value dav out fur 4ll tire ftuuilv 

Tittuifc Icuvc WtirJipuul StxtkBi DuiK (rum 
25Ui M«y to 2tm* Jut* ml U.15& 14.15* 
.’liAJmtvmr trains a: 12.45 -A. 15 40 
Sal 2Mh Mntj - Mon 27th May 


INFORMATION 

OIVI.(OR ROOKING ■ 


01938 810441 

.wLlr. urg uk 



NEWS 


Mother leaves her heart 
in notes to her daughter 


SHE had travelled the world, 
helped clear up after a 
tsunami and lit up rooms 
everywhere she went. 

But writing letters for her daugh¬ 
ter’s birthdays that she would never 
live to see would surely be the toughest 
thing 31-year-old Helen John ever did. 

The ‘inspirational and adventurous’ 
young mother died of cancer just 
months after giving birth to baby Ella. 

Knowing she she had just weeks to 
live, Helen bravely penned poignant 
cards for her daughter Ella’s first, 18th 
and 21st birthdays. 

She also left four-month-old Ella a 
letter to read when she is older and 
even organised her own funeral to take 
the pressure off her grieving family. 

The Stourbridge mother was diag¬ 
nosed with liver cancer in January fol¬ 
lowing the birth of her daughter and 
lost her battle against the illness just 
three months later. 

Adventurous 

She was unable to have chemother¬ 
apy because her body was not strong 
enough. Her husband Dean paid 
tribute to his wife’s adventurous spirit 
and ability to put people at their ease 
even if they had only just met her. 

Mr John, a 28-year-old self- 
employed electrician, said his wife had 
written out cards for her daughter’s 
landmark birthdays. 

They also held Ella’s christening at 
St Mary’s Church on Mother’s Day this 
year. 

Mr John said: “That was the kind of 
person she was. She never complained 
once. Once Helen had something in her 
mind she would just go and do it. 

“Rather than be upset about what 
was happening she wanted to use the 
time positively by spending as much 
time as she could with me and Ella.” 

Mr John said he and his wife had 
first met at a private Christmas party 



Helen studied for her PhD at the 
University of Birmingham 


seven years ago and had got chatting. 

“One of her friends asked me if I 
would look after her while she went on 
the dancefloor. I turned around and 
there was Helen,” he said. 

“One of things which attracted me to 
her most was how adventurous she 
was. She had visited places like Aus¬ 
tralia and Guatemala while taking 
time out after university. 

Tsunami 

“Following the tsunami a few years 
ago she had travelled to Thailand to 
help with the clean up.” 

Mr John said his wife had inspired 
him to join in her adventures and they 
had visited Thailand, India and 
Croatia. The couple had married at St 
Mary’s Church on October 2 2010. 

They both shared a passion for 
dancing and even took part in competi¬ 
tions in places such as Blackpool. 

Mr John said: “Although we were 



Helen John died of cancer three 
months after her daughter was born 

only together for seven years I feel we 
did more together than some other 
couples do in a lifetime. She will be 
missed by everyone. She had a lovely 
smile which lit up any room she walked 
into. She was also very talkative.” 

Helen, who died on April 22, 
attended Tividale Comprehensive and 
King Edward VI School, Stourbridge, 
then studying at Edinburgh Univer¬ 
sity. 

After completing her undergraduate 
degree at the University of Edinburgh, 
Helen moved to the University of 
Birmingham to undertake a Masters in 
Public Health. Following the comple¬ 
tion of her Masters, she undertook a 
PhD. In early 2011 she was appointed 
to the post of Senior Research Facilita¬ 
tor in the School of Health and Popula¬ 
tion Sciences at the University of 
Birmingham. 
















































































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE 


, THURSDAY, MAY 23 2013 Page 9 


Karla ready for drop 



Karla Churchill at her home in Ironbridge Walk, Pedmore, 
Stourbridge is to do a parachute jump for Help for Heroes 


BRAVE Karla Churchill will conquer her fear of heights in a 
big way for a parachute challenge - inspired by her soldier 
sister and ex-serviceman father. 

The 21-year-old health care assistant from Stourbridge 
will be plunging 13,000ft to raise at least £500 for the Help 
for Heroes charity, which supports wounded servicemen and 
women. Her 19-year-old sister, Ebony, joined the army’s 16 
Air Assault Brigade three years ago and is based in Colch¬ 
ester. 

Her father, Julian, as a former member of the Third Bat¬ 
talion of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, was in Northern 
Ireland during the troubles. “My sister and I are really close 
and one day she or one of her friends could need the support 
of Help for Heroes,” said Karla who lives in Pedmore. 

“My dad saw three of his close friends blown up and killed 
by roadside bombings in Northern Ireland. So, although it’s 
out of my comfort zone because I don’t like heights, I decided 
to do a parachute jump.” 

Karla works at Newbridge House eating disorders clinic in 
Sutton Coldfield. The parachute jump is due to take place in 
Nottingham on August 24, which is Karla’s birthday. Dona¬ 
tions can be made at bmycharity.co.uk/karlasjump 
forourheroes or email karla-deechurchill@hotmail.com. 


NEWS 


Boss went 
on a crime 
spree after 
being jilted 


A LOVESICK £700-a-week construction site 
manager has been jailed after going on a 
three-week crime spree when he was jilted. 

Alexander McEvoy stole jewellery from a pawnbro¬ 
kers, took a £33,000 Mercedes from a car dealership and 


then lead police on a 70 
mph chase at the wheel of 
a stolen Audi A4, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court 
heard. 

The 26-year-old walked 
out of a pawnbroker shop 
in Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton on March 4 
wearing a bracelet he had 
not paid for, said prosecu¬ 
tor Mr Zaheer Afzal. 

On March 9, McEvoy 
drove off in a Mercedes C 
Class coupe from a dealer¬ 
ship in St John’s Road, 
Stourbridge. 

He stole £49 of fuel next 
day from a petrol station in 
Halesowen Road, Nether- 
ton. 

Next McEvoy took an 
Audi A4 and was spotted at 
the Stewponey junction in 
Stourton on March 20, 
continued Mr Afzal. 

The defendant sped off 
from police and led them 
on a five mile high-speed 
pursuit along the Kidder- 


| by John Scott 

minster Road towards 
Wolverhampton before 
stopping at Stallings Lane, 
Kings winford. 

McEvoy denied claims 
the Audi had reached 100 
mph while being chased by 
the police. 

Mr Oliver Woolhouse, 
defending, explained: “He 
is a man who has difficulty 
dealing with emotion and 
stress in his life and lost all 
hope for the future when 
his relationship deterio¬ 
rated and broke down.” 

McEvoy from Grange 
Road, Dudley, who had 
previous convictions, 
pleaded guilty to theft, 
bilking, which is taking 
fuel without paying for it, 
and aggravated vehicle 
taking. 

He was sent to prison for 
two years and four months 
and was also banned from 
driving for three years. 



Winner of the Sirius Retailer of the year award 2012 


ELEC TRIC 

' 1 YP fr 11 i 

LAUNDRY 


Electric Cookers Gas Cookers Eye Level Cookers 

rom £169.99 from £199.99 "«n £285.00 



i lii'ii ii Machines Tumble Dryers from Dishwashers 

rt>m£149.99 £99.99 fn>m£135 


S' 



BUILT IN APPLIANCES 


Candy fan assisted Hobs from 

W £69.99 


Integrated 

Dishwashers 

from £199.99 



REFRIGERATION 


Fridges from Chest Freezers Frid 9 e Freezers 

£99-99 from £89.99 EisgLgg 








Flavell Twin Beko Frost 

Cavity Gas Free Double 
Cooker Door from 

Only £339.99 Only £399.99 


NEW & NEW& 

BOXED BOXED 

Belling Integrated Hoover 9kg 1400 

Larder Fridge Spin Washing 

Only £199.99 Machine 

Only £299.99 



Frigidaire Larder Fridge Hoover 
New and Boxed Dishwasher 
Only £99.99 £199.99 


STOCK SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 

www.borshchelectric.co.uk 

• Facebook f Borshchelectric • Quality Products • Lowest Prices 
> Extended Warranty Available • At least 12 months Guarantee • Local delivery & installation 

L r yiy J Peartree Lane, Dudley, DY2 OQU Branches also at 

Telephone 01384 S71879 Birmingham & 

Mastercard Opening Times: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm Walsall 

stock Subject To Availability Pictures for illustration purposes only 


SELL IT OR 
PAWNH! 

We lend on diamond rings, watches, gold coins inc. 
sovereigns, all hallmarked & unhallmarked 
gold & Asian gold jewellery 

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT ♦ IDENTIFICATION WILL BE REQUESTED ♦ INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED 



NEW 8 YEAR GUARANTEE 

^^TORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

ACCREDITED INSTALLER 
M.G.FOWKES 

• Free quotations on boiler • 8 Year standard guarantee 

• New upgrades and systems • Band A - up to 93% efficient 

• Family business established 30 yrs • Approved and qualified installer/technician 

Fix-A-Home Scheme is approved by Dudley Trading Standards 

We repair and sevice all types of boilers 



Mpho 

r*m IA 


AIAQ 
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RAX I 


ferrali 
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^%a hot 


SO MAKE SURE YOUR BOILER IS IN WORKING ORDER 
READY FOR THE COLD MONTHS AHEAD 

0-12-1 S8S 7501 


www.mgfowkes.co.uk - mike@mgfowkes.co.uk 


£50 DISCOUNT 
WITH THIS ADVERT 


FIX-A-HOME " 
LISTED 


(on all new installations) 
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MEMORY LANE 


Visitors enjoying a miniature railway when the fair was held at Lower Pendeford Farm, Coven 


The sun shines on the traction engines during the first at Lower Pendeford Farm in 1995 


cult or rxvtRwrT" 

STEAM AND 
VINTAGE FAIR 
1995 
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The cover of the original programme for the fair 


Steam fair may lose r 
traction at park site 


THE first weekend in June will 
probably see the Wolverhampton 
Steam and Vintage Fair held for 
the last time in city’s West Park. 

Budget cuts at Wolverhampton 
City Council will mean that if it is to 
continue for the 20th time next 
year, a new site will be needed. 

When it began, in 1995, it was 
organised by the Rotary Club of 
Wolverhampton at Lower Pende¬ 
ford Farm Coven, under the chair¬ 
manship of John Wootton. 

The pattern was established 
right away, with steam traction 
engines, large and small, vintage 
vehicles, a large model marquee 
and other attractions. 

There was a parade of vehicles 
around the farm each day. 

Free buses were laid on to bring 
visitors from Wolverhampton, and 


By Alec Brew 

the event was considered a big 


Subsequently, it came under the 
wing of the council’s Outdoor 
Events Department, and was 
moved to West Park, and most sig¬ 
nificantly the parade of traction 
engines and vintage vehicles went 
through the city centre starting at 
noon on the Saturday. 

The event was free to enter, and, 
weather permitting, grew into a 
spectacular annual attraction. 

Each element of the event con¬ 
tinued to be organised by volun¬ 
teers with Councillor Malcolm 
Gwinnett and Jacki Wynn of 
Outdoor Events playing major 
roles, not least when Councillor 
Gwinnett lead the parade as mayor. 


The basic elements remained in 
place, with a large outdoor fair in 
one field, and the steam and 
vintage vehicles in another, but 
new attractions were to be added, 
like an American Indian Village 
and an aircraft section organised by 
the Staffordshire Aircraft Restora¬ 
tion Team. 

The parade brought startled 
shoppers to a standstill as steam 
rollers, armoured vehicles and fire 
engines suddenly rolled through 
Queen Square and around the city 
centre, the last such city centre 
parade in the country. 

Council budget cuts have halved 
the budget for this year and will be 
cut altogether next year, so that if 
John Wootton and his team of vol¬ 
unteers organise the event in 2014 
it will have to be elsewhere. 



‘American Indians’ sampling a Hunter jet fighter cockpit in 2006 




v" YkjiH 



Lewis Squires of Tettenhall in the cockpit of a microlight 




Do you need your patio and 
block paving professionally 
Jet Washed??? 


If so call BTF Cleaning Services 
Today for a FREE 
no obligation quote on 








FWC 


Cast! 


e 


BlijSfl 


lV 


• Plantation Shutters • Awnings 

• Blinds • Solar Shading 


Portway House, Stream Road 
Kingswinford DY6 9NT 

Freephone: 0800 163429 


Visit our website for further information: www.castleblinds.co.uk 


2B Narrow Lane, 
Halesowen B62 9ND 


BTF 

CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


■A-Zee Fix* 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

► 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

► 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 

► Document L Compliant 

► Shoot Bolt Locking 

► Sight Line Glazing 

► Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 


White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


PHONE TODAY FOR A F REE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £70.00 plus VA! 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £75.00 plus V/ 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment mil 

0845 678 7010 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 

Members of the Sociec 




.co.ok 


• Professional deep clean of Block Paving, 
Driveways, Patios or Decking 

• Re-sanding & sealing of patio and block 
paving 

• UPVC cleaning; Fascias, soffits 
& guttering 

• Window & conservatory cleaning 
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Dambusters flypast 



A Lancaster bomber flying over RAF Cosford 



Spectators at Cosford watching the aerial spectacle 

THE 70th anniversary of the Dambusters raid was cele¬ 
brated this afternoon with a flypast at the RAF Museum, 
Cosford. 

A Lancaster bomber performed the flypast just before 
12.30pm last Thursday, flying over the museum three times 
before thundering off into the distance. About 800 onlook¬ 
ers were there to watch. 

It was the first time the museum has seen the iconic 
bombers perform a flypast. The flypast marks 70 years since 
19 Lancaster bombers took off from RAF Scampton in Lin¬ 
colnshire, on a mission to destroy German dams with a rev¬ 
olutionary ‘bouncing’ bomb. 

Paul Stratford, 62, from Lichfield, said he went to the 
museum with his daughter and grandson. He said. “It flew 
very low, and it looked really big.” 

Philip Bebb, from Shrewsbury, was there with his wife 
Rosemary. He had previously been in the RAF and trained 
at Shawbury in 1959. He said: “It’s wonderful to see and it 
was flying quite a lot lower than normal.” 


NEWS 


Families are 
£44 a week 

worse off, 
say figures 

PEOPLE are up to £44 a week worse off since 
2010 because of rising inflation new figures 
claim. 


Workers in Staffordshire are up to £2,288 a year worse off in 
real terms while people in the Black Country are between £26 
and £36 a week poorer. The figures, from the Office of National 


Statistics, have been seized 
upon by the GMB trade union 
which said soaring fuel and 
food costs had been outstrip¬ 
ping pay increases, leading to 
a cut in living standards. 

Three years ago the 
average weekly wage in the 
West Midlands was £469 and 
since then it has stayed the 
same. 

Nationally the minimum 
wage is set to rise 12p an hour 
to £6.31 from October under 
plans announced by business 
secretary Vince Cable. 

However, the GMB said 
that to cope with inflation the 
average wage would need to 
be £507 a week, meaning 
people are on average £38 a 
week or £1,976 a year worse 
off. Staffordshire has been the 
hardest hit. 

In 2010 the average wage 
was £495 but it has actually 
fallen by £4. Coupled with 
inflation people are now £44 a 
week worse off. In Dudley 
wages went up from an 
average £451 a week to £455 


^ by Daniel Wainwright 

over two years but inflation 
means people are £1,664 a 
year worse off. 

In Sandwell wages rose 
from £418 to £425 but people 
are £1,352 a year worse off on 
average. 

Walsall people are £1,924 a 
year on average worse off due 
to inflation and a cut in wages 
from £424 to £419. 

Wolverhampton saw wages 
rise from £424 a week to £431 
but inflation wiped out the 
improvement and left people 
£27 a week or £1,404 a year 
worse off. 

The cuts has been calcu¬ 
lated taking into account 
wage increases and inflation. 
Political officer for the GMB 
union Stephanie Peacock 
accused the Government of 
not doing enough. 

She said: “Families are suf¬ 
fering more than in many 
parts of the country because 
of the Government’s out of 
touch policies. 



Our cabinets are made 
locally at our state of 
the art facility here in 
the Black Country 


Hagley 


Kitchens 


Beautiful Kitchens & Bathrooms, Designed with Imagination and Skillfully Fitted with Care 




Guaranteed unbeata 


tfu 


iy 


en 


"Outstanding kitchen, thoughl 
designed, exce 


Mrs Anderson, Hayley Green 


service 


'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 
"A major project completed on time without any problems" Gill McKenzie, Codsall 

"We must have changed our minds a dozen times, they happily made the 
changes - and Without any extra costs" Jeni &Tony Kingston, Tettenhall 

"Our beautiful, top of the range ovens, were supplied at better than internet 
prices, delivered, installed ana fully guaranteed" Mrs & Mr Griffiths, Halesowen 


Call us now for your 
FREE, no obligation 
survey and design 

07776207596 

OR: 0121 6023031 


Visit our website to see some of our range WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.uk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 




MAY SPECIAL OFFER - SAVING YOU £’S 




THE DOORS FREE 
OF CHARGE 



I 


Excellent service 
from start to finish. 
Reliable and 
friendly. 


T^uali^y 


m «*- 1 * l 



Lovely job, fitters 
made no mess! 
Would definitely 
recommend again. 


MRGTJPTDN 


'WEN 


w " 


Very pleased with 
the new windows. 
Fitters were very tidy, 
everything left clean. 


/: 


MR & MRS LEWIS 
LOWER GORNAL 


HALESOWEN 


MU 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

01214217001 / 01214212104/0138478796 


h 


Sealed Units Replacement Available From £10 
‘We will beat any genuine written quote 1 

Your local well established business offering top quality 

products and service 

No payment until completion 

Call us now for a great deal on your new windows, 

doors and conservatories 

Visit our showroom * Deal direct with the owner 

If you want quality, value and service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


(opposite the Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm |j 

Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm “ 
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HURRY OFFER NOW IN ITS FINAL WEEK 


true shopping 

experience 

at ([ousins 



Cousins have three of the largest destination furniture 
stores in the UK, allowing them to display in beautiful 
room settings furniture and accessories for every room in 
your home, giving you unrivalled choice, quality and value. 

With large free car parking plus our commended in-store 
restaurants, a visit to a Cousins store is a shopping experience well 
worthwhile. 

The fact that over 60% of Cousins customers are either 
recommended or repeat purchasers and that we regularly deliver 
as far afield as the Lake District, Cornwall and London is a true 
testament to this. 


Visit one of Cousins 
flagship stores during 
their Bank Holiday offer 
for an inspirational 
experience... 


• over 6 times larger than the average furniture store 

• the world's leading brand names and designs 

• the latest trends plus brand new departments 

• expert, friendly advice 

• customer restaurants where you can reflect on 
all you've seen 

• large free car parking 


Just a few customer comments we've received... W 


"Can't believe how big the store is. Came back the next day to 
buy dining table and suite" B. Wad kins, Merseyside 

"Best selection of furniture around. Very welcoming environment 
and friendly staff. "C. Palmer, Leamington Spa 

"Always happy with purchases and have been a customer for 
many years." J. Thornton, Solihull 


(ousins 


Read what our customers say... 

96% independently review 
our product as good/excellent 

(see website for details) feefo es 





beyond expectation 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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DOORS CLOSE BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 6PM 


SAVE AT LEAST AN 


EXTRA 



EVERYTHING IN STORE • INCLUDING ALL SPECIAL OFFERS 

Hurry! This offer is now in its final week SAVE at least 25% off everything in store, and when Cousins say 

everything, they mean absolutely everything throughout the stores doors close Bank Holiday Monday 6pm. 

Parker Knoll NRTUZZI JoSScR tempur © Har i ii mM 



Open 7 days a week: 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm. 
Bank Holiday Monday 10am to 6pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. B11 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

•FREE PARKING • INSTORE RESTAURANT -LARGE STOCKS 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our promise to you, 
we won't be beaten 
on price! * 





expect much more than a furniture store 


beyond expectation 
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Rubbish has 
gone from 
shops after 
a campaign 

RUBBISH has been cleared 
from outside derelict shops 
in Cradley following pres¬ 
sure from campaigners. 

Cradley Action Group 
lobbied Dudley Council to 
remove the waste from out¬ 
side buildings in Colley 
Gate, many of which have 
been empty for more than a 
decade, with support from 
councillors and Stourbridge 
MP Margot James. 

The group was formed six 
weeks ago after individuals 
raised the issue with the 
council but claimed they got 
nowhere. 

Founder Richard 

Legiewicz said the rubbish 
had attracted rats and that 
the buildings were an 
“embarrassment” to the 
area. 

He added: “We feel that 
in a short space of time we 
have made the council sit 
up and take note, and they 
are now aware that we are 
serious and will not just 
simply ‘go away’.” 

Sweet time 
at museum 

A CAKE workshop is being 
held at Haden Hill House 
museum. 

The children’s sugar craft 
cake decorating course will 
run on May 30 from 2 to 
4pm at the site off the Hale¬ 
sowen Road, Cradley Heath. 

Tickets are £7. Call 01384 
569444. 



Completion date revealed on 
controversial development 


A CONTROVERSIAL £18 million retirement 
village being built in Cradley is due for com¬ 
pletion by January 2015, bosses have 
announced. 

Work began at the former Cradley High School site in 
Homer Hill after a contractor was appointed to build the 

„ve,55 3 eaH,e!'Xrlnlh r B b Y Will Ackermann 

An access road through 
Homer Hill Park is now 
being widened and fencing 
has been installed to allow 


the green space to be used 
throughout the construc¬ 
tion. 

William Davis Ltd of 


nity groups, we hope to pro¬ 
vide an exceptional facility 
that will become a bench¬ 
mark for future extra care 
developments within the 
region.” 

Planning permission for 
the scheme was granted two 


Loughborough is building m0 nths ago, despite opposi- 
extra care centre with tion f r0 m neighbours. 
Midland Heart and Dudley Designs for the complex 


Council. 

Guy Higgins, managing 
director at William Davis, 
said the contract marked a 
“milestone in the creation of 
a significant new develop¬ 
ment for Cradley”. 

He added: “Over the com¬ 
ing months we look forward 
to witnessing the transfor¬ 
mation of this site and, 
through close collaboration 
with our partners, local res¬ 
idents, schools and commu- 


were scaled back after con¬ 
cerns it would tower over 
neighbouring properties. 

Plans to widen the access 
road had also come under 
fire from the Friends of 
Homer Hill Park group, 
which said the green space 
should only be used for 
recreation. It will be the 
third Midland Heart extra 
care centre in the area, after 
schemes in Coseley and Rus- 
sells Hall estate, in Dudley. 


Choc full of fun at library session 

ROALD Dahl’s Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is being 
brought to life at a fun day in Cradley Heath. The Choccie 
Wokie Doo Doo session at Cradley Heath Library on May 30 
from 2.30 to 3.15pm, will draw inspiration from the famous 
children’s book. Free tickets are available from the library 
in Upper High Street and can be reserved on 01384 569316. 


Jean Cooper, front, with from left Jim Warner, Assistant Secretary of Dudley TUC, Martin 
Lynch, Secretary, National Union of Teachers and Dawn Redfern promoting the event 


Marking 
strike with 
park event 

THOUSANDS of visitors are 
expected to attend a day of 
events in Cradley Heath 
next month to mark the 
anniversary of a strike by 
women chainmakers’. 

The Annual Chainmak¬ 
ers’ Festival commemorates 
the women who took a stand 
against poor wages for the 
chains they made in their 
backyard wash houses. 

It will be held at Bear- 
more Park on June 8 and is 
the third year the event has 
been organised. 

Attractions will include 
archery and motorbike dis¬ 
plays and there will be a 
community and craft mar¬ 
quee. 

The Midlands Regional 
branch of the TUC has 
organised the commemora¬ 
tive festival. 

Community groups or 
artists who would like to 
showcase or sell their work 
should contact community 
tent co-ordinator, Jean 
Cooper, on on 0121 643 4342 
or email jeanc@pcs.org.uk. 


Networking 
message in 
the fight to 
beat cancer 

A MEMBER of staff at a 
Cradley Heath academy has 
spent three days at a confer¬ 
ence in the Czech Republic 
speaking about his experi¬ 
ences with leukaemia. 

Kris Griffin, aged 38, a 
director of marketing and 
communications at Ormis- 
ton Forge Academy, has bat¬ 
tled the disease for five 
years. 

He travelled to Prague 
where he spoke to around 
150 patients, nurses and 
physicians about the impor¬ 
tance of networking to 
increase awareness of the 
rare form of cancer which he 
battled for more than five 
years. 

He said: “This disease is a 
cancer that is being treated 
more and more successfully 
with tablets. 

“The potential impact of 
this on other forms of can¬ 
cers is great so it’s impor¬ 
tant we network, fundraise 
and support the life-saving 
progress made every day.” 

Heathens ride 
for mechanic 

CRADLEY Heathens are 
racing in memory of one of a 
former mechanic tonight. 

Darren Boocock worked 
with the Heathens speedway 
team’s former world cham¬ 
pion Greg Hancock before 
he died in a motorcycle acci¬ 
dent in 2008. The team face 
Sheffield at Owlerton Sta¬ 
dium. 



aa iChapelhouse 
“I Aultocentre 






MOT 


from 

£99J 


£29.99 


Servicing Air Conditioning Brakes Cambelts 
Clutches Exhausts Electrics, Tyres & Batteries, Comfortable, 
Spacious, Child Friendly Viewing Area Latest Diagnostics Hardware 
All Make & Models Local Collection & Delivery 
Courtesy Cars Subject to Availability 4 x 4 & Light Commercial 
Specialists MOT’s available Saturday Mornings 
10% off for NHS employees (ask for details) 

Open Saturday 9am - 1pm 


Forge Lane, Cradley Heath B63 2JN 
CALL US NOW ON 01384 566411 
www.chapelhouseautocentre.co.uk 


Time for a 
new shed? 





Sheds - Summer Houses 
Playhouses - Potting Sheds 
Workshops - Home Offices 
Bin Stores - Log Stores 
Free Delivery & Erection 
Shed Refelting Service 

Custom made service 
available built to your 
size and requirements 
Payment plans available 


For further details 
or a free quotation call 

07594 841785 




Ground Floor, Falcon House; 
High Street, Lye DY9 8LX 


all fencing 
products at 
trade prices 




OUR AIM IS NOT TO BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE! 

Indoor and outdoor Displays I 

New Water Features And Ponds 


• Decorative & Utility Slabs • Block Paving • Rumbled Paving 

• Decorative Walling • Decorative Aggregates • Bricks • Blocks 

• Copings • Bagged Sand and Gravel • Huge Range of Fencing 
• Natural Stone • Sheds • Concrete • Ready Mix Concrete. 

• Trade and Retail • Delivery all over West Midlands 
• Open 6 Days a Week 


Formerly mogtl L St-OTIG - 




Mogul Lane, Cradley, Halesowen 
West Midlands, B63 2NX 
Telephone: 01384 636564 









































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE 


, THURSDAY, MAY 23 2013 Page 15 




















































































































Page 16 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE 


.THURSDAY, MAY 23 2013 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



e verythuvg w ght from ADVICE to price B [ 

Dreamland 3uperstore ^ 

23 Mill Street, Brierley Hill. 01384 74166 Genuine Savings on our all year round discount prices 


NEWS 

Dangerous road fears 
delays homes decision 


Ron is top of the pots 



Ron Smith who is Stourbridge and District Snooker League best player 


PLANS for new homes to be built 
near a historic windmill have been 
deferred amid fears it will make 
one of Dudley’s most dangerous 
roads even more treacherous. 

Cameron Homes Ltd wants permission to 
build 14 properties on land adjacent to the 
Old Windmill in Vale Street, Upper Gornal. 

But while Dudley Council’s development 
control committee praised the plans they 
were concerned it would lead to increased 
traffic along the street. 

Members said the road was one of the nar¬ 
rowest in the borough with a bend along 
part of the carriageway already the scene of 
a number of accidents. 

And they said while the development 
would be a boost to Upper Gornal they could 
not approve the scheme when it could have 
a detrimental impact on the road. 

They agreed to defer making a decision on 
the scheme so highways officials could look 
at the situation. Access to the development 
would be via Moden Close, but the commit¬ 
tee said cars would still have to use Vale 
Street. 

Councillor Stuart Turner said: “This is a 
real problem. If there is a more dangerous 
road in the Dudley borough I would like to 
see it. 

“The housing development itself is a great 
idea and I have no problems with it. 
However we simply cannot just wave some¬ 
thing like this through without considering 
Vale Street. Councillor Rachel Harris said 
there was no available funding for improve¬ 
ments to the roadway and it would be unfair 
to ask developers to do something about it. 


Co-op enjoys record sales 

THE region’s biggest Co-op has unveiled 
record sales of £943 million for the last year, 
with a major boost from its fledgling energy 
business. Midcounties Co-op saw its overall 
sales rise 20 per cent while its Co-operative 
Energy arm saw sales jump to £46 million 
from just £7 million the year before. 


HE has played hundreds of frames 
of snooker over the past 64 years 
and even went cue-to-cue with Alex 
‘Hurricane’ Higgins during an exhi¬ 
bition match. 

Grandfather-of-nine Ron Smith 
proved he still knows his way 
around a snooker table after topping 
the league rankings at the age of 79. 

Mr Smith beat off competition 
from more than 60 other players to 
come top of the individual players 
table in the Stourbridge and District 
Snooker League. 

He plays in Division One of the 
league with his team from Kinver 
Constitutional Club where he has 
has been a team member for 45 


years. Mr Smith, a retired chimney 
construction business owner, won 
20 out of his 24 games to win more 
than any other player - scoring a 
break of 45 in one frame. He said: 
“They say it is a good achievement 
at my age but I just really enjoy 
playing.” Mr Smith, who lives near 
Kinver with his wife Elaine, first 
picked up a cue aged 15 when chal¬ 
lenged to a game by friends from 
Dudley Grammar School. Mr Smith 
played former World Snooker cham¬ 
pion Alex Higgins at Kingswinford 
Conservative Club during an exhibi¬ 
tion match when Higgins was in his 
20s. He recalled: “It was a good 
experience to play him.” 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 

_ i 



£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 


Midland upvc 



SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR RJJEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 
MAY SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 


£1450 


fitted 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ***'~**. 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit OUT WGbsitGl "Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk , ^ sa ™! 9 “ws &Door % tt 

■ ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 

Fantastic new Composite Door Range BB ™ sos 

SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 

From 



Fitted 


Also Special Offers on Conservatories 



-L AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 

After 5 pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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School has a well-earned 
reputation for excellence 


NORFOLK House School in Edgbas¬ 
ton, Birmingham has a well-deserved 
reputation for excellent academic 
achievement and entry to prestigious 
local grammar and independent 
schools. 

The school has children aged between three 
and 11 in classes with a maximum number of 20 
allowing for a great deal of individual attention 
for each child to develop their full potential. 

Our high academic standards, commensurate 
with the ethos and reputation of a school, which 
has some of the most competitive fees of any 
independent school in Birmingham, is a real 
bonus in today’s challenging economic climate. 

The school also offers a wide range of extra¬ 
curricular activities for its pupils ranging from 
chess club, to football training, ballet to craft. 

Children may learn piano, violin, guitar or 
recorder and are encouraged to participate in 
local festivals in the classes for music, speech and 
elocution. 

Throughout the year, Norfolk House School 
offers Extra Tuition classes for pupils aged 
between six and 11 on Saturdays and on 
Mondays and Tuesdays throughout the school 
summer holidays. 

Experienced 

Small groups of no more that six children are 
tutored by experienced, qualified staff covering 
both literacy and numeracy skills as well as 
preparation for 11+ examinations and grammar 
school entry. 

It is available to pupils from any school around 
the city. 

This year a Summer School is running 
throughout the school holidays for children cur¬ 
rently in Years one to six and is also available to 
all schools. 

Each week has a creative theme and exciting 
workshops, and activities have been planned for 
the children. There will be drumming work¬ 
shops, art and craft, music, science, physical 
activities, drama and dance all rolled together 
with bucketfuls of fun. Come along and join in - 
you won’t be disappointed! 

Full details can be found on the school website 
on www.norfolkhouseschool.co.uk or by calling 
0121 454 7021. 



Year 5 girls enjoying their time in the garden 



A pupil learning through play Spring concert March 2013 




Norfolk House School is an independent school 
for children aged between 3 and 11 years 


NORFOLK 

HOUSE 

SCHOOL 

4 Norfolk Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B15 3PS 

Tel: 

0121 454 7021 

Email: 

info@norfolkhouseschool.co.uk 

www.norfolkhouseschool.co.uk 


SUMMER SCHOOL (5-11 year olds) 
15th July - 30th August 


Norfolk House Nursery is a day nursery for 
children aged between 3 months and 4 years 


NORFOLK 

HOUSE 

NURSERY 

3 Norfolk Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B15 3PS 

Tel: 

0121 452 1485 

Email: 

enquiries@norfolkhouseschool.co.uk 

www.norfolkhouseschool.co.uk 


rimary 







School 



Tenterfields Primary School 
Excellent Early Years Pepartment gets 
the children off to a flying start 
Nurturing & Caring for our children 
Terrific after school clubs including 
Pottery, Sport and films! 

Engaged, Motivated, Happy Children 
Rights Respecting School 
Priendly Supportive Staff 
Irrestistible Learning! 

Enjoying forest Schools Initiative 
Loads of fun! fantastic Trips, fundraising 
& fabulous PTfA! 

Po you need before & after school child care? 

- We can provide it! 

Super family atmosphere & very 
supportive Governors 


If you would like to book an appointment to look round our wonderful school, 
please contact Keith Butler, Headteacher, on 01384 818560 
We took forward to seeing you soon! 

Further details on our school website WWW.tenterfieldsprimary.CO.uk 
— 



Ofsted 

October 2013 

"This is a good school, 
pupils make good progress 
and standards are rising" 




Colley Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 2TN 
Telephone: (01384) 816765 E-Mail: lnfo@colley.dudley.sch.uk Headteacher: Mr J K White 



"Aiming higher every day" 


The care and 
support provided 
by the school has 
nad a major impact 
on the behaviour of 
individuals and also 
helped entire families" 




Lawrence Lane, Cradley Heath, West Midlands, B64 6DR 

Head Teacher Mrs S Fenby. Business Manager Mrs K Raybould. 

E.Mail headteacher@oldhill.sandwell.sch.uk Web Address www.oldhillprimary.com 


Telephone 01384 569213 Fax 01384 413216 
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DUDLEY ROAD, LYE, STOURBRIDGE, DY9 8DU 

www.epfireplacestudio.co.ub 01384 423985 ^ 


£100 oft 


24th, 25th, 28th, \ 
29th, 30th 31st May 
and 1st June 


<§)QD[r 2 rpnr^rar^TYixc^r 

TTLK1Q3 ADVERT 

Excludes any other previous or current offers 


NEWS 

Fewer trams will stop 
at main station in plan 


FEWER trams will visit Wolver¬ 
hampton’s main station and 
instead be sent to two new stops 
as part of a £15 million extension 
of the metro network. 

The St George’s Terminus in Bilston 
Street will still be used but transport bosses 
have said it will only be at certain times of 
the day. 

Instead many of the trams will go to two 
new stops on Piper’s Row and at the city’s 
rail station. 

Trams will not be able to visit all three sta¬ 
tions due to having to turn at the junction of 
Bilston Street and Piper’s Row. 

It comes as a consultation is taking place 
into the plans to extend the Midland Metro 
around a third of a mile to link it up with the 
city’s bus station and rail station. Trams 
will travel down Piper’s Row and over the 
bridge in Railway Drive. Pedestrians will be 
unable to use Railway Drive and will instead 
have to use the £1.4m foot bridge installed 
two years ago. 

Funding for the project has not yet been 
secured but if the government agrees to it 
work would start in 2015. It will mean two 
years of roadworks in the city centre. 

There are further plans to eventually loop 
the Metro line around the city centre which 
would bring the total cost to £30m. 

In a leaflet issued as part of a consultation 
people are being asked what times of the day 
the tram should stop at St George’s rather 
than at Piper’s Row or the rail station. 

In it transport authority Centro said: 
“The proposal is to maintain the St George’s 
Stop.” 


Cosford lauding women 

RAF Museum in Cosford will be celebrat¬ 
ing women’s achievements in aviation. 
From May 27 to 31 the museum will be 
running sessions for families based on some 
of aviation’s most inspirational women. 
Children will learn about pioneering English 
aviator Amy Johnson n the museum’s 
Hangar One at 11am and 2pm each day. 



Harrison Smith and Finlay Reynolds, from Peters Hill Primary meet 
Dudley Zoo bird keeper Luke Millar and Kaiser, the African eagle owl 


YOUNGSTERS entered a land of 
make believe at Dudley Zoological 
Gardens as they launched this 
year’s Big Toddle for children’s 
charity Barnardo’s. 

Pupils from Peters Hill Primary 
School Nursery in Amblecote, 
Stourbridge, got a taste of things to 
come when they tested out the 
nursery and fairytale theme for the 


toddle, in which under-fives explore 
Dudley Castle and zoo on June 12 
and 13. 

They even made some new feath¬ 
ered friends, including African 
spotted eagle owl Kaiser, as they 
urged other children to join them in 
the UK’s biggest charity fundraiser 
for toddlers. 


Don’t be out of pocket 

get what you deserve 



( ICAMPS 

^ SOLICITORS 


Camps has fought compensation claims for 100,000 deserving people - 
ensuring fair compensation following someone’s negligence, a road traffic 
accident, medical or dental treatment, cosmetic surgery or injury at work. 
Our service guarantees to fight for the money you’re entitled to and promises: 

• FREE assessment of your case • FREE expert legal advice 

• No-win, no-fee service • Maximum compensation guarantee 

Discuss your entitlement with a legal expert today. 

0800 9978732 

www.campensation.co.uk 


OUR COMPENSATION GUARANTEE. WE’LL ALWAYS DO OUR PROFESSIONAL BEST TO 
GET YOUR MAXIMUM ENTITLEMENT. SEE WWW.CAMPENSATION.CO.UK/GUARANTEE 




“We have found that 60% of our business comes from our \ 
advert in the Chronicle” LB plastering services 
To find out how you can advertise 
from as little as a week, 

CONTACT RYAN COOPER 

01384 353 227 
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NEWS 


New manager is taking 
over at city theatre venue 


THE new manager of a Black Country 
theatre has been announced. 

Neil Reading has taken over the post from 
Kevin O’Sullivan who retired last month 
after 27 years at the Arena Theatre, Wolver- 
hamptone, which is part of the University of 
Wolverhampton. 

The 30-year-old from Gnosall, Stafford¬ 
shire has spent the past year working as the 
promoter at the theatre’s sister venue, The 
Performance Hub, on the Walsall campus. 

In his new role, as well as overseeing the 
programming and management of the 
theatre, Mr Reading will continue to be 
involved in the development of the Perform¬ 
ance Hub. 

Before starting work at the hub he 
worked as the student activities co-ordina- 


tor at the university for five years, increas¬ 
ing the numbers of students joining soci¬ 
eties and volunteering. 

He has also worked for other venues, 
including The Moat House Hotel Stafford 
and Rugeley Rose Theatre, and has toured 
to Battersea Arts Centre, Gatehouse 
Theatre Stafford and Bedlam Theatre in 
Edinburgh. He has a performance back¬ 
ground, gaining a BA (Hons) in Theatre 
Studies at University of Hull and an MA in 
Directing for Theatre at St Mary’s College 
in Twickenham. 

Mr Reading founded the Violet 
Microwave Theatre company in 2000 and 
has directed all of their shows to date. He 
was also a founder member of Juice Comedy 
in Stafford. 


Fresh fears on steel jobs 


FRESH fears over the future 
of UK steel jobs were raised 
today after India’s Tata Steel 
wiped £1 billion from the 
value of its European opera¬ 
tions. 

The group, which has UK opera¬ 
tions at sites, including Wednesfield, 
Brierley Hill and Bescot in Walsall, 
blamed the tough economy in Europe 
where steel demand has slumped by 
about a third since the start of the 
financial crisis. 

Unions said the huge writedown 
will worry its 18,500 staff in the UK 
who are still reeling from 900 job cuts 
last year. 

In November Tata announced that 


sites would close in Cradley, 
Kingswinford, Wombourne and 
Dudley, although there would be 
fresh investment in the Wednesfield 
Steelpark site. 

Around 120 jobs will be lost in the 
West Midlands when the closures are 
completed. 

Tata, which bought Anglo-Dutch 
steel giant Corns in 2007 for £6.2bn, 
has endured a tough time during the 
downturn as demand from construc¬ 
tion and car-making fell, forcing 
thousands of lay-offs and plant clo¬ 
sures. 

It employs more than half its 
33,000-strong European workforce in 
the UK. 

Tata warned tough conditions are 


likely to persist for the ‘near and 
medium-term’. 

In February its European business 
reported a £51 million underlying 
loss for the three months to the end of 
2012, with steel deliveries falling to 
almost 10 per cent to 3.02 million 
tonnes. 

Paul Talbot, from the Community 
trade union, said: “These statements 
are concerning, there’s no question 
about it. They are concerning to the 
employees who at this moment are 
still working their way through the 
last announcement.” 

The £1.05bn writedown of Tata’s 
assets and goodwill is thought to be 
one of the largest ever by an Indian 
company. 


Demand for 
homes up 

DEMAND for homes is on 
the rise in the West Mid¬ 
lands, thanks to the Govern¬ 
ment’s new Help to Buy 
scheme, claims a new report. 

A survey of chartered sur¬ 
veyors carried in April found 
inquiries from new buyers 
were at their highest level 
since last October. The 
Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors study found 20 
per cent more surveyors 
were reporting demand for 
property rising rather than 
falling. That is three per 
cent higher than the month 
before and is seen as 
strongly suggesting that 
Help to Buy is already 
attracting interest. 


Co-operative sets 
up to help disabled 



Councillor Rachel Harris, Kate Cottam, with back, Tracey 
McClymont, Hope the dog, Bill Bloomer and Ken McClymont 


A CO-OPERATIVE offering financial advice to people with 
disabilities is poised to be launched in Dudley following 
strong interest from potential users. 

The Dudley Centre for Inclusive Living wants to establish 
the service after holding meetings about providing a plat¬ 
form where disabled people can support each other. It is 
believed it could be the first of its kind in the country. The 
group, with help from consultancy firm Linda Laurie Asso¬ 
ciates, has held meetings at Stourbridge Fire Station with 
potential users, officers from Dudley Council and the 
Department of Work and Pensions. 

Associates’ senior partner Mike Higgins said: “We were 
extremely pleased with the response from people in the 
borough and from supporting bodies like the council.” 

Chairman of The Dudley Centre for Inclusive Living Ken 
McClymont said: “This is designed to help disabled people 
across the borough who maybe facing difficulties dealing 
with the finance side of things. We believe that by joining up 
and working together people will be in a better position in 
their dealings.” 

JLR enjoying another 
record breaking run 

ANOTHER record-breaking performance from West Mid¬ 
lands luxury car maker Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) has seen 
it rack up its best ever April sales figures. 

JLR sold 28,503 vehicles in April, up 12 per cent on last 
year. 

So far in 2013 it has seen 143,974 of its Jaguar saloons, 
Range Rovers and Land Rovers driving away from garage 
forecourts around the world. 

Phil Popham, Jaguar Land Rover’s director of group sales 
operations said: “This is a positive start to our second 
quarter sales and continues the growth trend seen in the 
first three months of the year. Sales of the Jaguar XF remain 
buoyant across many of our key markets and we are seeing 
the positive impact of the all new Range Rover with 
approaching 15,000 cars sold in the first four months of this 
year.” 

The company’s growth is behind its decision to double the 
workforce at its engine factory, under construction on the 
i54 site on the Wolverhampton and South Staffordshire 
border. It will employ 1,300 people when the first engines 
roll off the production line next year. 

The company has also been pumping money into its sites 
at Castle Bromwich and Solihull. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 



Suites-Beds-Mattresses-Sofas 

All reduced to a fraction of their normal price!! 


EVERYTHING MUST GO 

Due to Lidl Supermarket re-developing our site within the coming months we are 
closing down our Kingswinford showroom to prepare for the opening 
of our new store in the Autumn. 

Everything has been dramatically reduced in price and is 
available with fast, free delivery. 

This really is a fantastic opportunity to purchase that new item 
of furniture at a fraction of its normal price. 

In addition, we are offering a... 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 

on most lines, that also includes made to measure/order items too! 

MANY ITEMS 1/2 PRICE OR LESS 


FREE 

Discount urniture 

FREE 

DISPOSAL 

Local Delivery 

Call Today 01384 402522 - 

OF OLD 

within lOmiles 

Mastercard - 

Unit 2-6, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7BG 

www.thediscountfurnitureoutlet.co.uk email info@thediscountfurnitureoutlet.co.uk 

FURNITURE 


Opening Times: Monday - Friday 10am - 5pm 1st Come 
Saturday 10am - 5pm • Sunday 10am - 4pm 1st Served 


MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE! 
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DUDLEY 

Over 10 years experience 

Your Local Aerial 
Company/You [Can Trust! 



Talk to us today for a free, a j oovi OCA4CA 
no obligation quote on: vl 004 00U1 Jv 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Over 5,GOO installations to date! 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

QS3IO 


$ Great value 
coach holidays 


Coaches depart from your 


local West Midlands pick up point 




Continental Collection 

• Dublin • Ring of Kerry • Ostend • Paris 

• Salou • Disneyland Paris • Brittany • Krakow 

• Prague • Budapest • Vienna • Costa Brava 

• Barcelona • Diano Marina • Rome • Tuscany 

• Lake Garda • Glacier Express • Austrian Tyrol 

• Jersey • Guernsey 
Call for brochure 


£129.95 


Wes to n -s - Ma re 

Sandringham / Arosfa Hotel 


4 DAYS Fri 21, 28 Jun, 12,19, 26 Jul 

5 DAYS Mon 3,10,17, 24 Jun, 1, 8 Jul 



Chester & 
Liverpool 


London Shows 


Torquay & Eden Project 

Burlington/Waters Edge Hotel 


4 DAYS Fri 31 May, 21, 28 Jun, 12 Jul 

5 DAYS Mon 3,10,17, 24 Jun, 1, 8 Jul 



—— 

Holy Island 


Alnwick & Northumberland Coast 

4 nights half board VISITS 

Britannia Hotel, Holy island, Alnwick, Seahouses, 

Woolsington Bamburgh, Rothbury, Tynemouth 

Mon 10, 24 Jun 
\ 22 , 29 Jut 




TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 

>r brochure 0844 682 0065 


www.travelstyletours.co.uk 


Brookfield 

nurseries 

7he nursery you wish you’d 
found first 

• lop quality - loot prices 

• fi massive range of plants 

• Perennials, shrubs, climbers, alt 
seasonal plants, bedding and 
hanging baskets and pots 

• Many shrubs from £3.99 

• tltini Jruit Trees, Palms & Otioe 
trees nounn 

Follow Us On 

• A MM Facebook 

Special offer kks 

5 top quality good size I JCI 
perennials for £10.00 

Quanfry Lane, ISetl ffeaffi, Hr l3etbroughhn, 
Stourbridge, Mores 0ty9 9UU 

Jet: 0?803 602082 
Email: paulhitt@hofmaU.co.uk 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 


n 


CYPRESS NURSERY 



ACHTUNG - PARTS 
FOR EVEN MORE 
GERMANS! 

NOT ONLY VW-AUDI, BUT ALSO 
B.M.W., SEAT, SKODA & MERCEDES 

CHECK OUR UNBEATABLE PRICES 

UPTO 70% DISCOUNT 

Quality, Service & Value Since 1975 

P.W. EURO PARTS LTD. 

TWO GATES LANE 
HALESOWEN WEST MIDLANDS 

TEL: 01384 567752 & 565300 

www.pweuroparts.com 


NEW IN - Good selection of New Hebes 

Plug plants of Geraniums, Fuchsias, Surfinias, and Tumbelinas 
and Begonias and other baskets 

Plants 

Azaleas, Rhododendrons and Camellias 
Seeds (flowers and vegetables at 89p packet) 

Lawn turf-£2.20 per roll 

Trees- Fruit trees, Conifers and ornamentals 
Evergreen shrubs and climbers, heathers, perenials and bulbs 
Seed potatoes, garlic, onion sets, kelsae and mammoth onions, NEW IN 
plants of Lettuce, Sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower and broccoli 
Tomato plants (cucumbers and courgettes ready soon) 
Stoneware - Including bird baths, bird tables, benches and glazed pots 
Compost, Fertilisers, Bark chippings, stone chippings 
Hanging baskets and retills 


... 

Yew Tree Lane, oil 128 Powke Lane, Rowley Regis B65 OAG 

0121 5591495 • www.cypressnursery.net 


NEWS 

Allegations of electoral 
fraud reported to police 

DOZENS of allegations of elec¬ 
toral fraud were reported to 
police over the past year, accord¬ 
ing to new figures. 

Police forces in the West Midlands, 

Staffordshire and West Mercia looked into 
31 cases concerning allegations of false 
statements on election leaflets, false infor¬ 
mation given on nomination papers and 
allegations of postal vote fraud. 

Watchdog the Electoral Commission now 
wants to see what can be done to give people 
more confidence in the security of the dem¬ 
ocratic process but stressed that it did not 
believe election fraud was widespread. 

Its figures were released a day after a can¬ 
didate in the local elections in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton was given a suspended prison sentence 
for giving the wrong address on his nomina¬ 
tion paper. 

Gurcharan Bedi falsely claimed to live at 
an address in Spring Vale, Wolverhampton, 
where he was a candidate when he actually 
lived in Tettenhall. 

The commission’s figures show there 
were 19 reports to the police in the West 
Midlands, 10 in Staffordshire and two in 
West Mercia. Many of the cases did not need 
further action. 

In Cannock Chase an allegation was made 
that an election leaflet contained an incor¬ 
rect statement. In Blakenhall, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton it was alleged a family owned two houses 
in one street and one member had registered 
to vote at both, but no further action was 
taken. 


Air cadets recruiting day 

YOUNGSTERS interested in becoming air 
cadets can see the opportunities on offer at 
the Dudley branch’s open day. Dudley 347 
Squadron is holding the event for potential 
recruits and their parents on May 28 at 8pm 
in Dudley TA Centre, Vicar Street. The Air 
Cadets is for young people between the ages 
of 13 and 17. Call 01384 243 347 on a 
Tuesday or Thursday night between 7pm 
and 9pm or visit, www.347sqn.com. 



From left, veterinary staff Steph Lloyd, Emma Adams and Becki Cash 
with Poppy, Tigger and Penny - three of the cats 

YOUNG cats Lilly, Poppy, Penny full. “We need to free up some 
and Tigger, were found wandering kennels for our patients, rather 
the streets of Coseley in a poor con- than having them filled up with 
dition, and are now looking for strays,” said veterinary nurse Becki 
owners who will give them a good Cash, aged 22. Lilly and Poppy, 
home. believed to be aged about eight 

The Rosewood Animal Hospital in months, were found by Becki and 
Coseley is desperate to find homes her colleagues, in the animal hospi- 
for the four because the centre is tal’s reception in Rosewood about 



Scenic Scotland 4 


Highland Hotel 


Fort William 

STB 


A 5 day coach holiday staying at our 
Highland Hotel. There will be an excursion 
everyday including the Isle of Skye to 
Armadale with entrance to the Clan 
Donald estate, cruise on Loch Linnhe, 
Loch Ness and Inverness. 


All for just 


£245 

per person 


Your special 
coach departs 
Saturday 8th June 



Tour includes: 

4 Nights Half Board 
Nightly Entertainment 
All Excursions 
Pickup from Birmingham, 
Smethwick, West Bromwich, 
Dudley, Wolverhampton, 
Walsall 


01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

Holidays are fully bonded. School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW 



"We have found that 60% of our business comes 
from our advert in the Chronicle" 

r .~w,w, .. 

To find out how you can 
advertise from as little 
as a week, 
contact Ryan Cooper 
on 01384 353227 


Are you a 
member of a 
local 

voluntary 

group? 

Do you have a 
good news story? 

Do you need to 
promote an event 
for a charity or a 
local good cause? 

The Halesowen 
Chronicle needs local 
news stories for your 
local paper for you the 
local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 

01384 353258 
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Charity can 
help more 
people with 
cash worries 


WITH the tough economic climate continuing 
to affect families, the Tipton branch of a debt 
counselling charity is taking on extra staff to 
help people in need. 

The charity, Christians Against Poverty (CAP) which is 
based at St Matthews Church, has a new debt coach joining 

by Tom Mason 


the team offering more 
opportunities for people 
with out-of-control debts to 
get advice. 

The charity which opened 
its Tipton base in 2008, has 
seen a steady rise in the 
number of people needing 
help. 

Most clients get in touch 
after personal recommenda¬ 
tion. Others are referred by 
GPs, housing associations 
and council officers. 

Support 

Clients’ creditors are con¬ 
tacted by CAR a workable 
budget is set for the house¬ 
hold and the charity contin¬ 
ues to give support and 
encouragement until the 
client is debt free. 

Manager for the Tipton 
branch, Eileen Reynolds, 
said: “We’re delighted to be 
welcoming debt coach Rob 
Whitehouse to the team. 

“We have been booked up 


months in advance as we 
continue to cope with the 
fall-out from the economic 
downturn. 

“This will mean we have 
many more appointments 
available each week and be 
able to see and help more 
people, more quickly.” 

The charity says that debt 
problems are rarely caused 
by overspending alone. The 
most common reason is a 
change in circumstances, for 
example the loss of a job, 
relationship breakdown, 
accident or illness. 

The charity has 233 
church-based debt help 
centres offering a free 
service across the UK. It 
also runs a money course 
education programme and 
job clubs. 

For more details see 
www.capdebthelp.org or call 
0800 328 0006. 


NEWS 


Minister’s message 
on apprenticeships 



David Griffin of Stourbridge College, left, MP James Morris, 
centre, and skills minister Matthew Hancock 

DESPITE job losses, there are still opportunities for 
apprentices in the Black Country, according to the minister 
for skills and lifelong learning, Matthew Hancock. 

Mr Hancock was speaking after opening the Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis Apprenticeship and Skills Fair. 

Dozens of businesses, including Sandwell and Birming¬ 
ham NHS, Halesowen-based Sandvik Engineering and 
Jaguar Land Rover, were at the fair promoting 200 appren¬ 
ticeships to young people who turned up. 

Mr Hancock said: “The number of apprenticeships has 
almost doubled in the Black Country in the last two-and-a- 
half years. These are difficult economic times but there are 
opportunities out there.” 



We Sell 

£1 =€ 1.14 


We Buy 

€ 1.20 


BtasO [Mjs 0 on 
RmsE&n SsUxnogp 

We Buy 

$ 1.57 [fl® ( ffltfMM Ml 

I EURO EXTRA ON EVERY £500 SPENT 


(dol&Trs £' = 0.475 


We also buy Cl & €2 Euro coins 


We Sell 






HALESOWEN Goldfingers, Plaza Mall Market Place TgL 0121 585 8611 
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SEE WEBSITE FOR STORE RETAILS 

shop 24/7 www.floors2go.co.uk 
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ALSO AT SHELDON, ERDINGTON, NEWTOWN, CANNOCK, 
DOOLEY, WOLUERHAMPTON 


HALESOWEN 1 

Unit 5-6 
Mucklow Hill 
Trading Estate, 
Mucklow Hill, 
Halesowen, 

Tel: 01215043720 


WE ARE 
HERE 



HALESOWEN 2 
93 Dudley Road. 
Halesowen, 
Birmingham 
B63 3NS 
Tel: 0121550 5221 
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ALL YOU CAN 
EAT BUFFET 
BREAKFAST 

£ 3.95 


Mega Mix Meal Challenge 

(Eat it all and get a FREE DESSERT) 


Cavern 

Park Lane, Colley Gate B63 2NT 

01384 345824 


www.paridanetavem.co.uk 


NEWS 

Crews' blitz on potholes 
sees 4,500 repairs done 


MORE than 4,500 potholes in 
Staffordshire have been repaired 
in two months since an emer¬ 
gency programme of works was 
launched. 

County council bosses ordered a blitz on 
winter-damaged highways at the end of Feb¬ 
ruary backed by £500,000 to tackle the 
worst-hit areas. 

They now say the end of the work is in 
sight, with 90 per cent completed. 

Filling in will continue throughout the 
rest of the year with the special repair pro¬ 
gramme expected to return to normal by the 
end of this month. 

Up to the end of April crews had repaired 
4,500 potholes compared to around 2,900 in 
the same period in 2012 - an increase of 55 
per cent. 

Twenty crews have been assigned to the 
task, covering every borough and district 
area. 

Staffordshire County Council leader 
Philip Atkins said the teams had been highly 
effective, working flat-out to tackle as many 
potholes as they could, as quickly as possi¬ 
ble. 

“The bad winter really did take its toll on 
our roads which is why we decided to 
increase investment to help tackle the pot¬ 
holes causing the most problems,” he said. 

Hundreds of potholes have been repaired 
on roads across the district including 
Codsall, Chillington and Brewood. Before 
the Easter weekend, crews repaired more 
than 60 potholes in one day alone. 


easyJet cuts its losses 

BUDGET airline easyJet has announced 
pre-tax losses of £61 million - down from 
£112m the previous year. Bosses said they 
had slashed losses by nearly half in the 
first half of the year, thanks to strong book¬ 
ings from customers wanting to flee the 
recent arctic weather for holidays in the 
sun. Revenue was up 9.3 per cent to £1.6 
billion. 



Gwen Timmins, with a photo of her and husband Bill, on the rheumatol¬ 
ogy ward at Russells Hall, with manager Karan Matthews, and back, 
bookings co-ordinator Karen Edwards and Sister Sandra Collins 


GWEN Timmins is known as the 
Queen of Charity - and after her 
husband died, she decided to raise 
more money for a good cause in his 
memory. 

Gwen, aged 69, of Crestwood 
Park, Kingswinford, has been a 
fundraiser for more than 28 years. 
In the last decade she has brought in 
nearly £90,000 for patients at 
Dudley’s Russells Hall Hospital. 

Another £500, raised by dona¬ 
tions instead of flowers at her 
husband Bill’s funeral, has been 
presented to the rheumatology ward 
for a new laundry trolley. 


Retired lorry driver Bill died, aged 
71, on July 28 last year, just 10 
weeks after being diagnosed with 
lung cancer. Gwen, a former ancil¬ 
lary nurse and factory worker, who 
was awarded the MBE for services 
to the community, said: “Besides the 
special care baby unit, I used to raise 
money for the pain relief service 
when it was at Corbett Hospital in 
Stourbridge. 

“Then 10 years ago, when I 
became an osteo arthritis patient, I 
started raising money for the pain 
relief support group, along with 
another patient, Tony Smith.” 



h London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £129. 95 
Dine and Dance from £139. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance 
before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening performance. For both breaks the 
price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered 
are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 



Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £139. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 

Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £189. 95 
Theatre Weekend from £189. 95 

These popular theatre packages to the West End depart from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on 
the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the Theatre Showstopper package or choose your price band 
for the Saturday evening performance with the Theatre Weekend package. 


*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 



For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 

or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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CLUB NEWS 


histo^of Insight into hospice 
chocolate work by fundraiser 


TRYSULL & 
SEISDON Wl 


THE club welcomed choco- 
latier Jacqueline Smith to 
its May meeting. She began 
by telling the group a little of 
the history of chocolate. 

In 1657 the first chocolate 
house opened in London, but 
it wasn’t until 1847 that 
Joseph Fry made the cocoa 
into a paste that could be 
turned into a chocolate bar. 

In 1824 John Cadbury 
sold tea, coffee and cocoa. He 
and his brother began man¬ 
ufacturing chocolate drinks 
and confectionary at the 
factory in Bournville. 

Jacqui told how the cocoa 
pods are harvested and 
cracked open, then the 
beans are put in leaf lined 
bins to ferment. They are 
then left to dry naturally in 
the sun, or they are roasted. 

She said chocolate was 
very good for our hearts and 
blood pressure. It is also an 
antioxidant. 

She demonstrated how 
easy it is to make a simple 
chocolate lolly and sent 
round samples of plain, milk 
and white chocolate. At the 
end of the talk the ladies 
were able to buy some of her 
chocolates and bars. 

After refreshments Clare 
Preece gave the answers to a 
chocolate quiz she had pre¬ 
pared earlier. Mary Far- 
quharson won the raffle and 
Clare won the competition 
for a chocolate cupcake. 

At the next meeting on 
June 13, the competition is a 
beer tankard and Bob Bibby 
will take the group on a cake 
and ale trail. 


WALSALL CENTRAL 
EAST TOWNSWOMEN 


NEW Chairman Mrs Patricia Jones 
opened both the April and May meet¬ 
ings by welcoming all the members and 
visitors, before dealing with the busi¬ 
ness part of the meetings. 

In April she then welcomed speaker 
Jenny Chin whose subject was ‘The 
Work Of The Hospice’. 

Jenny is a fundraiser for St Giles 
Hospice Walsall and gave a very inter¬ 
esting and informative talk on the 
work and financing of St Giles. 

The May meeting, due to a number 
of members being on holiday, a Beetle 
Drive was held. This was a wonderful 
success, which led to a better fellow¬ 
ship with the newer members who had 
recently joined from the former 
Mellish Guild. 

A coffee morning was being held in 
May, with proceeds being donated to 
St. Giles Hospice. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 
June 4 at Walsall Central Methodist 
Church in the Mellish Room from 
7pm. The speaker will be Amanda 
Green whose talk will be ‘Beanstalk 
Fundraiser Jenny Chin was guest speaker at Literary Charity’. 

April’s meeting, talking about St Giles Hospice Members and friends are invited. 

Hats off to demonstration 


MARYLIN Ottowell was the 
April demonstrator. Her title 
was ‘Get Ahead, Get a Hat’. 

Marylin began with the 
story of her son in Peru. The 
arrangement was on a large 
vase containing mango cala 
lilies, sunflowers, gerbras, 
yellow roses, begonia leaves 
and hyperican berries. Her 
next arrangement was in a 


WALL HEATH 
FLOWER CLUB 


red vase containing Singa¬ 
pore orchids, stocks, red 
tulips, red roses anthuriums 
and phlox, this incorporated 
a red hat. 

A beautiful black and 
white arrangement followed 


for ‘Graduation’ 
mortar board. 

Marylin also took 
members for tea at the Ritz, 
while the last arrangement 
was ‘The bride’ using wax 
flower, stocks, lilies, yellow 
roses and orchids. 

The June 25 demonstra¬ 
tion is by Isobel Liston, enti¬ 
tled ‘Powerful Women’. 
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CAREER CHANGE ? TRY OUR GAS FOUNDATION COURSES 

1 day per week for 32 weeks, or 2 evenings for 32 weeks. 

Weekend courses may be available subject to demand. 

Payment terms available please call for information. 


IF YOU'RE IN THE TRADE DON'T LET YOUR TICKET RUN OUT 

Keep your qualifications up to date 

m ACS Gas Safety m LPG m Undented Hot water 

m Water Regulations m Electrical m CSCS Card 


Energy Training Centre I Ham Lane I Kingswinford I DY6 7JU 


Book Your Place Now 0800 073 0282 

enquiries@bskills.org I www.bskills.org 
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Business Skills 

A division of Stourbridge College 
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What’s On! Halesowen 


REVIEW 

Eddie Izzard, 

NIA, Birmingham 

A MASTER of rambling, 
absurdist humour, only 
perhaps Paul Merton can 
get close to Eddie Izzard 
when it comes to bizarre 
flights of fancy. 

But the self-proclaimed 
‘action transvestite’ never 
really seemed to hit top 
gear in Birmingham on 
Wednesday night. Maybe it 
was the venue, the humour 
evaporating in the cav¬ 
ernous environs of the NIA. 
It would have hit home at a 
packed Symphony Hall or 
Hippodrome rather than a 
half-empty arena. Turning 
to watch him on the big 
screens beside the stage lit¬ 
erally became a pain in the 
neck. 

Izzard, looking dapper in 
a suit with wine-red nail 
varnish and high heels, did 
not disappoint as he talked 
his constantly amusing 
rubbish for nearly two 
hours. It seemed like 
stream of consciousness 
but must have been struc¬ 
tured. Yet the Force 
Majeure tour’s ‘God’ theme 
remained vague and point¬ 
less, though apparently 
‘Steve God’ sounds like 
Darth Vader. 

There were wonderful 
surrealist episodes featur¬ 
ing ghost cows, a banjo¬ 
playing Kraken and 
gold-mining bling moles in 
sports cars, all as disjointed 
as the Tweets from his fans 
screened before the show 
and during the 20-minute 
interval. His thoughts on 
dressage ‘only useful if you 
want to park a horse in a 
cupboard’ - were priceless. 

Leon Burakowski 


Texas make a long overdue 
return to celebrate 25 years 


Glamorous 
lawyer briefs 
encounters 

STAR of An Evening of Burlesque 
Bettsie Bonbon is not just a pretty face. 

Bettsie, who will be bringing her show to 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre tomorrow 
night (Friday), studied law at university, got a 
good degree and went on to become an under¬ 
writer at Lloyds of London. 

However, a few years ago, Bettsie decided to 
concentrate on a career involving figures of a 
very different nature, becoming a full-time 
burlesque performer, and she says she has 
never looked back. 

Parody 

Now also a teacher at The London Academy 
of Burlesque, Bettsie said: “There are so 
many misconceptions regarding what a bur¬ 
lesque show is all about. 

“It’s very tongue in cheek and I think more 
people are realising that now. Burlesque is the 
Italian word for parody.” 

“Burlesque and variety, the two go hand in 
hand,” added Bettsie. “So expect the glamour 
and the girls in the show to be interspersed by 
equally outrageous speciality acts.” 

Women regularly outnumber men in audi¬ 
toriums on An Evening of Burlesque’s tour. 

Contact the box office on 01902 429212. 



IN THEIR 25th anniversary year Texas release 
a new studio album this week and return in 
November with a UK tour including a headline 
show at the Symphony Hall, Birmingham. 


Texas’s eighth album, The 
Conversation, is their first in 
eight years and the latest in a 
career that has seen the band 
sell over 30 million albums 
worldwide. Their multi-plat¬ 
inum albums include White 
on Blonde, The Hush and a 
Greatest Hits including such 
tracks as their 1989 debut I 
Don’t Want A Lover, Say 
What You Want and In Our 
Lifetime. 

Guitarist 

This overdue return fea¬ 
tures tracks written and pro¬ 
duced by founder members 
of the Glaswegian band 
singer/guitarist Sharleen 
Spiteri and bassist Johnny 
McElhone, alongside collab¬ 
orations with singer-song- 
writer Richard Hawley and 
former Suede guitarist 
Bernard Butler. 

The album was recorded in 
Glasgow, London and at 
Richard Hawley’s studio in 
Sheffield for a marriage of 
Hawley’s 50s rock’n’roll 
frills and the Texas sound. 

Texas play the Symphony 
Hall on November 18. 
Tickets start from £37. Call 
0121 345 0600. 



Texas singer Sharleen Spiteri 


Join trip to 
The Planets 

EVER wondered what it is 
like to play in an orchestra? 
Or conduct The Planets? 

Be part of the Philharmo- 
nia Orchestra through a free 
Universe of Sound digital 
installation of Holst’s 
famous work, allowing you 
to explore an orchestra 
using touch screens and 
planetarium-style projec¬ 
tions at Birmingham Munic¬ 
ipal Bank at 300 Broad 
Street from this Saturday to 
June 16, 11am to 6pm. 


REVIEW 

Paper Aeroplanes, 
Glee Club, Birmingham 

SARAH Howells provides 
the distinctively clear 
voice for the duo Paper 
Aeroplanes with Richard 
Llewellyn playing his half 
of the act with lead guitar, 
backing vocals and har¬ 
monies. 

Raven-haired, Howells’ 
piercingly clear voice has a 
fantastic range, seemingly 
unlimited power and yet at 
times manages to keep a 
childlike quality to it. 

Starting out with A 
Time to Be which was a 
much louder version that 
had much more of a rock 
feel to it than the ethereal 
acoustic version on their 
new album Little Letters. 

Therein lies a potential 
problem. It seems the live 
versions of their tracks on 
the album promotion tour 
are much harder and 
heavier and if you have 
only heard them from the 
recording it could be some¬ 
thing of a shock when you 
hear them live. 

Also from their new 
album was At the Altar 
which was a strong ballad 
which built up slowly then 
dropped out for the verses 
before building back up 
again for the chorus. For 
the Same Mistakes 
Howells allowed the softer 
side of her voice free rein 
for this torch song. 

The set included mostly 
tracks from Little Letters 
with the odd oldie thrown 
in. For the strong ballad 
Lifelight, Howells’ voice 
stood out, hitting high and 
low notes with consum¬ 
mate ease. 

Danny Farragher 
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What’s On! 


SATURDAY’S TV 25.05.13 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


Listings supplied by Press Association 


DIGITAL 



Oliver Coleman 


Casualty 
BBC1, 9.30pm 

Making a mistake at work 
for most of us isn’t great, 
but usually it means a 
few groans and a slap on 
the wrist. That’s not the 
case for medical 
professionals, whose errors 
can have far-reaching 
consequences for their 
patients and their families 
- as Tom is beginning to 
realise. But it’s his 
confidence that’s taken a 
real beating following a 
recent misdiagnosis, and 
it’s going to take a lot of 
hard work for him to get it 
back. Meanwhile, in one of 
the week’s most moving 
storylines, Tess tries to help 
a young woman with a 
bleak future. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s 
Simple Suppers. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 Live 
Athletics: Great Manchester City 
Games. 2.30 Helicopter Heroes. 

(R) 3.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 

4.15 A Question of Sport. (R) 4.45 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 5.35 
Formula 1: Monaco Grand Prix 
Qualifying. 

6.50 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.10 The Voice UK. Holly 

Willoughby and Reggie Yates 
host the final battle show, by 
the end of which Jessie J, 
Tom Jones, Danny 
O’Donoghue and Will.i.am 
will be one step closer to 
choosing their acts. 

9.20 The National Lottery Draws. 
Jenni Falconer sets the balls 
rolling to decide the all- 
important numbers. 

9.30 Casualty. Tom takes the lead 
when a baby is rushed in 
with breathing difficulties, 
and having previously failed 
to diagnose a youngster’s 
meningitis, he is determined 
to be thorough. 

10.20 BBC News; Weather. 

10.40 Michael McIntyre’s Comedy 
Roadshow. The comedian is 
joined by Kevin Bridges, 
Daniel Sloss, Milton Jones 
and Craig Campbell at 
Glasgow’s Theatre Royal; (R) 
National Lottery Update. 

11.25 Film: Eagle Eye. (2008) Two 
strangers go on the run from 
the authorities after receiving 
phone calls warning their 
lives are in danger. Thriller, 
with Shia LaBeouf, Michelle 
Monaghan and Rosario 
Dawson. 

1.15 Weatherview. 1.20 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.45 Film: 
Stage Door. (1937) 8.15 Film: Two 
Tickets to Broadway. (1951) 10.00 
A History of Scotland. (R) 11.00 
Map Man. (R) 11.30 Just a Minute. 
12.00 The Chef’s Protege. (R) 
30 The Chef’s Protege. (R) 1.00 
The Chef’s Protege. (R) 1.30 The 
Chef’s Protege. (R) 2.00 The Chef’s 
Protege. (R) 2.30 Coast. 3.00 
Auction Hero. (R) 4.00 Antiques 
Road Trip. 5.00 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Golf: PGA Championship. 
The third day from 
Wentworth. 

7.00 Chelsea Flower Show 2013. 

Alan Titchmarsh is joined by 
Joe Swift and Nicki Chapman 
to observe the traditional 
mass sell-off, in which 
crowds jostle for the most 
sought-after plants and 
flowers. 

8.20 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring’s 
men pose as traitors to see 
how the residents of 
Walmington-on-Sea would 
deal with genuine Nazi 
infiltrators in their midst. (R) 

8.50 Ql. Stephen Fry is joined by 
Sandi Toksvig, John Lloyd, 
Johnny Vegas and regular 
panellist Alan Davies on the 
quiz, in which the host asks 
hypothetical questions. (R) 

9.20 David Bowie - Five Years. 
Exploring five key years in 
the singer’s career, which 
saw him redefine himself as 
an artist by adopting different 
personas - including Ziggy 
Stardust and the Thin White 
Duke. 

10.50 Film: The Man Who Fell to 
Earth. (1976) Nicolas Roeg’s 
sci-fi drama, starring David 
Bowie, Rip Torn, Candy Clark 
and Buck Henry. 

1.05 Film: The Wackness. (2008) 
2.40 This Is BBC Two. 5.55 Film: 
The Mad Miss Manton. (1938) 


6.00 CITV: Special Agent Oso. 6.10 
Special Agent Oso. 6.25 The Hive. 
(R) 6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 Dino 
Dan. (R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 7.05 
Canimals. (R) 7.15 Canimals. (R) 

7.20 Almost Naked Animals. (R) 
7.35 Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.00 
Jessie. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Dinner 
Date. (R) 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 10.15 My Tasty 
Travels with Lynda Bellingham. (R) 

11.15 Saturday Farm. 12.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.25 All Star Mr & 
Mrs. (R) 1.25 River Monsters. (R) 

2.25 The Chase. (R) 3.25 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 5.25 
Regional Programme ; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 
6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Full 

Throttle. Harry Hill narrates 
a selection of comical clips 
filmed by viewers on their 
camcorders and mobile 
phones, featuring thrill- 
seekers, show-offs and 
painful-looking accidents. 

(R) 

7.00 Live UEFA Champions 
League Final. Borussia 
Dortmund v Bayern Munich 
(Kick-off 7.45pm). Coverage 
of the showpiece match at 
Wembley Stadium, where 
the Bundesliga clubs contest 
the prestigious trophy. 
Subsequent programmes 
subject to change. 

10.1 5 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: Crank. (2006) An 

assassin is poisoned and 
resorts to desperate 
measures to keep himself 
alive long enough to exact a 
fitting revenge. Action 
thriller, starring Jason 
Statham, Amy Smart and 
Jose Pablo Cantillo. 

12.10 Jackpot247. Interactive 
gaming. 3.00 The Starter Wife. (R) 
3.45 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based 
information service. 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.00 British Rallycross. 

7.25 The Grid. 8.00 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 Frasier. 
(R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.35 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.05 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.35 Heston’s 
Fantastical Food. (R) 1.40 Channel 
4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Haydock Park, Goodwood and 
York. 4.10 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

4.40 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.10 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.40 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 

6.15 Come Dine with Me. Stelios 
Michael hosts the final night 
in Hastings, East Sussex, 
hoping to impress his guests 
with a Greek-inspired 
evening, before the winner of 
the £1,000 prize is 
announced.(R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Film: Titanic. (1997) A 

society girl falls in love with a 
penniless artist during the 
liner’s ill-fated voyage. 

James Cameron’s Oscar- 
winning romantic drama, 
starring Kate Winslet and 
Leonardo DiCaprio. 

10.40 Film: 48 Hrs. (1982) A hard¬ 
bitten cop temporarily 
releases a fast-talking 
criminal from prison to help 
him track down two escaped 
fugitives. Comedy thriller, 
starring Nick Nolte, Eddie 
Murphy, Annette O’Toole and 
James Remar. 

12.30 Dylan Moran Live: Yeah, 
Yeah. A performance from the 
comedian’s 2011 tour. (R) 1.25 
Southland. (R) 2.10 Hollyoaks. 
Omnibus. (R) 4.15 Deal or No Deal. 
High-stakes game show, with Noel 
Edmonds. (R) 5.10 Countdown. 

(R) 5.55 SuperScrimpers. 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 Power 
Rangers: Super Samurai. (R) 10.45 
ThunderCats. (R) 11.15 Inside 
Hollywood. 11.20 WWI’s Tunnels 
of Death: The Big Dig. (R) 12.20 
Film: The Dam Busters. (1954) 

2.55 Film: Ben-Hur. (1959) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v New 
Zealand. Highlights of day 
two of the concluding Test in 
the two-match series, which 
takes place at Headingley. 
8.00 5 News Weekend. 

8.05 NCIS. Tony and Ziva trace a 
suspected terrorist to a 
warehouse, where they find 
evidence suggesting a 
nuclear attack on 
Washington, DC is being 
planned. Drama, starring 
Mark Harmon. (R) 

9.00 NCIS. An Iraq war veteran 
asks Gibbs to investigate the 
killing of another former 
marine, who was murdered 
while working as a lorry 
driver, so Ziva hits the road 
to catch the culprit. (R) 

9.55 True Crimes: Angel of 
Death. When the number of 
deaths in an Indiana 
intensive care unit rapidly 
increases, an astute nurse 
helps a team of detectives to 
find the culprit. (R) 

10.25 Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit. An animal 
rights campaigner is found 
murdered. 

11.20 Law & Order: Criminal 
Intent. A murderer with 
multiple personalities is on 
the loose. Last in the series. 
12.15 SuperCasino. 4.00 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 4.50 
County Secrets. (R) 5.05 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.15 Roary the Racing 
Car. (R) 5.25 The Funky Valley 
Show. (R) 5.35 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 

5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Radio 1 ’s Big Weekend 2013 
11.00 The Voice UK 

BBC Four 

7.00 Swarm: Nature’s Incredible 
Invasions 8.00 British Masters 9.00 
Arne Dahl: Many Waters - Part Two 

10.30 Ultimate Number Is at the 
BBC 11.30 Top of the Pops: 1978 
ITV2 

4.45 Film: The Incredible Hulk 
(2008) 7.00 Film: Mamma Mia! 
(2008). Musical comedy, starring 
Meryl Streep. 9.10 Film: Bridget 
Jones: The Edge of Reason (2004) 
Romantic comedy sequel, with 
Renee Zellweger and Colin Firth. 

11.20 Celebrity Juice 
ITV3 

2.00 Film: Agatha Christie’s Murder 
in Three Acts (1986)4.00 
Northanger Abbey 6.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 8.00 Doc Martin 
9.00 Lewis 11.00 Wire in the Blood 
ITV4 

3.40 20 Years of Champions 
League 5.40 Mourinho 6.45 Film: 
Every Which Way But Loose (1978) 
Action comedy, starring Clint 
Eastwood. 9.00 Film: Barb Wire 
(1996) Sci-fi thriller, starring 
Pamela Anderson. 11.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 

E4 

5.30 The Mindy Project 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 7.00 Happy 
Endings 7.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 8.30 2 Broke Girls 9.00 
Film: Daredevil (2003) Comic-book 
adventure, starring Ben Affleck. 
11.05 The Big Bang Theory 
Film4 

3.00 The 7th Voyage of Sinbad 
(1958) 4.45 Home Alone 3 (1997) 

6.40 Mission: Impossible 2 (2000) 
Action thriller sequel, starring Tom 
Cruise. 9.00 Forrest Gump (1994) 
Comedy drama, starring Tom 
Hanks. 11.40 The Crazies (2010) 


HALF PRICE 

High Quality Riser Recliners 


Call us now for a free home trial or our full colour brochure 

0800 020 9739 


Family run business 
Matching sofas and chairs 
Positional Relief for Arthritic Pain 

Lifetime warranty available 
Exceptional comfort 
Many years’ experience 
Custom made to any size, weight 
or fabric 

Beds available in all sizes 



Westminster 

Recliners 


“Kensington & Berkeley Models Only. 
T&C’s available on request 


DISCOVER 



Nurseries & Garden Centre 


| Probably the widest range of plants in the Midlands j 



Come and visit us and bring along this 
voucher to get a FREE Six Pack of Bedding 
Plants, when you make any other purchase! 


Please fill in your post code to validate 

Valid until Monday 3rd June 2013 
latest or while promotional 
stocks last -1 x 6 pack of 
Bedding Plants, excluding 
Bedding Begonias or 
Geraniums, per voucher. 

One voucher per customer 
per visit only. 

GARDEN SHOP -7 DAYS A WEEK 

Seeds • Tools • Compost • Pots • Birds Tables • Bird Food 

Madeley Road, Madeley Heath, 

Nr Belbroughton DY9 9XA 
www.beechcroft.com 

01562 710358 






































































































































IBS. 

Just leave the A491 at the 
FairfietdL'Stoney bridge island 
towards Rom&ley 
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What’s On! 

|SUNDAY’S TV 26 . 05.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association | 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Colin O’Donoghue 


Once Upon a Time 
Channel 5, 8pm 

For almost half a century 
Barbara Hershey has been 
one of the most dynamic 
actresses working in 
Hollywood. She’s also 
rather good in this saga 
from the Disney stable. In 
the latest offering, Cora 
(Hershey) sends her 
zombies to abduct Aurora 
(Sarah Bolger) and swap 
her for the enchanted 
compass the sorceress 
needs to travel to 
Storybrooke. Elsewhere, 
Snow takes the sleeping 
powder in the hope of 
warning the local residents 
of the danger, and Captain 
Hook (Colin O’Donoghue) 
appears to be playing a 
game of his own. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Battle of the 
Atlantic: Remembered. 12.00 The 
Big Questions; Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 1.05 Countryfile. (R) 
2.00 Regional Programme. 2.30 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 3.15 Points of 
View. 3.30 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 4.30 Songs of Praise. 5.05 
Chelsea Flower Show 2013. 5.35 
Formula 1: Monaco Grand Prix - 
Highlights. 

7.05 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.30 Countryfile. East Yorkshire 
is this week’s location as 
Matt Baker finds out about 
marsh management on the 
Humber estuary and Julia 
Bradbury visits the 
Leconfield MOD School for 
Transport. Including Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 

8.30 Case Histories. Jackson is 
asked to find out if a 
woman’s fiance is cheating 
on her-only to find himself 
investigating a suspected 
murder. Marlee moves in and 
Deborah turns to honey¬ 
trapping. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 My Hero: Hugh Dennis on 
Ronnie Barker. 

Outnumbered star Hugh 
Dennis pays an affectionate 
tribute to Ronnie Barker - 
the star of Porridge and The 
Two Ronnies-following his 
career from the London 
stage to TV. 

11.25 Film: The Lake House. 

(2006) Two strangers who 
exchange letters fall in love - 
but discover they are existing 
two years apart. Romantic 
fantasy, starring Sandra 
Bullock, Keanu Reeves and 
Christopher Plummer. 

1.00 Weatherview. 1.05 BBC News. 


7.15 The A to Z of TV Gardening. 
8.00 The Beechgrove Garden. 8.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 10.00 
Live Athletics: Great Manchester 
Run. 12.35 EastEnders. (R) 2.25 
Live Women’s FA Cup Final. 5.15 
Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Golf: PGA Championship. 

Day four from Wentworth. 
7.00 Racing Legends: Stirling 
Moss. Actor Patrick Stewart 
and former racing driver 
Stirling Moss travel to 
Florence in a classic 
Mercedes to retrace the route 
of Italy’s most famous road 
race - the Mille Miglia. (R) 
8.00 Porridge. Fletcher helps 
cellmate Godber make it 
through the night, calling on 
his limitless imagination to 
while away the hours. 
Comedy, starring Ronnie 
Barker and Richard 
Beckinsale. (R) 

8.30 Ice Age Giants. Alice 
Roberts discovers evidence 
of a conflict between a cave 
bear and a lion in 
Transylvania, and examines 
the well-preserved remains 
of a female woolly rhinoceros 
in Siberia. 

9.30 Australia with Simon 
Reeve. The author and 
adventurer continues his 
Australian journey with visits 
to Kakadu National Park, the 
remote northern Bush, Cape 
York Peninsula and the Great 
Barrier Reef. 

10.30 Film: Cinderella Man. 

(2005) A washed-up boxer 
struggling to support his 
family during the Great 
Depression tries to launch a 
comeback. Drama, with 
Russell Crowe. 

12.45 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 

1.40 Holby City. (R) 2.40 This Is 
BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Special Agent Oso. 6.10 
Special Agent Oso. 6.25 The Hive. 
(R) 6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 Dino 
Dan. (R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 7.05 
Canimals. (R) 7.15 Canimals. (R) 
7.20 Almost Naked Animals. (R) 

7.30 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
8.00 Sonny with a Chance. 8.25 
ITV News. 8.30 Country House 
Sunday. 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 10.20 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 11.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.30 Live French Open 
Tennis. 

6.30 Regional Programme; 

Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Celebrity Catchphrase. Kym 

Lomas, Steve Pemberton 
and Rosemary Shrager 
compete to identify familiar 
phrases hidden in animated 
clues to win thousands of 
pounds for charity. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and 
Dec present the final round 
of auditions. 

9.00 Coronation Street. Stella 
and Karl reopen the Rovers. 

9.30 The Scapegoat. A man is 

persuaded to swap places 
with his perfect double and 
finds himself drawn into a 
new life, with disastrous 
consequences. Daphne du 
Maurier adaptation, starring 
Matthew Rhys. Concludes 
after the news. (R) 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50The Scapegoat. Conclusion 
of the Daphne du Maurier 
adaptation, starring Matthew 
Rhys. (R) 

11.45 Premiership Rugby Union. 

Northampton Saints v 
Leicester Tigers. 

12.45 The Store. 2.15 Monk. (R) 
3.00 Motorsport UK. 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Xtreme Storm. 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 
8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday 
Brunch. 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.30 The Simpsons. 

(R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 2.30 
Deal or No Deal. 3.30 Film: 
Volcano. (1997) Disaster thriller, 
starring Tommy Lee Jones. 5.30 
Film: Tooth Fairy. (2010) Premiere. 
Family comedy, starring Dwayne 
Johnson. 

7.30 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 Clare Balding’s Secrets of a 
Suffragette. The presenter 
investigates the death of 
militant activist Emily 
Wilding Davison in the 1913 
Epsom Derby and offers a 
fresh perspective on what 
really happened that day. 
9.00 Film: Another Year. (2010) 
Premiere. A couple 
approaching retirement are 
visited by friends and family 
less happy with their lives. 
Mike Leigh’s comedy drama, 
starring Lesley Manville and 
Jim Broadbent. 

11.30 Film: The Cider House 
Rules. (1999) A doctor’s 
assistant living in the 
orphanage where he grew up 
sets out to see more of life, 
but faces difficult moral 
decisions. Drama, starring 
Tobey Maguire and Michael 
Caine. 

1.40 Film: Murder Ahoy. (1964) 
Mystery, starring Margaret 
Rutherford. 3.20 Come Dine with 
Me. Four amateur chefs compete in 
north-west London. (R) 4.15 Deal 
or No Deal. Beat-the-banker game 
show. (R) 5.10 Countdown. With 
guest Jo Brand. (R) 5.55 
SuperScrimpers. 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.45 
Chloe’s Closet. 6.55 Roobarb and 
Custard Too. (R) 7.00 Bananas in 
Pyjamas. (R) 7.15 Animal Antics. 
(R) 7.20 Noddy in Toyland. (R) 

7.35 Mio Mao. (R) 7.40 City of 
Friends. (R) 7.50 Hana’s Helpline. 
(R) 8.00 Little Princess. (R) 8.15 
The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 
and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 8.45 Rupert 
Bear. (R) 9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 9.30 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 9.45 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 10.00 Power Rangers: 
Super Samurai. (R) 10.35 
ThunderCats. (R) 11.05 How Do 
They Do It? (R) 11.35 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 12.30 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 1.30 Film: Cats & 
Dogs. (2001) 3.10 Film: Winnie the 
Pooh. (2011) 4.20 Film: Scooby- 
Doo. (2002) 

6.00 World’s Craziest Weddings. 

Incidents and stunts that 
made people’s special days 
even more memorable. (R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v New 
Zealand. 

8.00 Once Upon a Time. Cora 

sends her zombies to abduct 
Aurora. 

9.00 Film: Drag Me to Hell. 

(2009) Premiere. Horror, 
starring Alison Lohman. 

11.05 Film: My Soul to Take. 
(2010) Premiere. Horror, 
starring MaxThieriot. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 4.00 Michaela’s 
Wild Challenge. (R) 4.50 County 
Secrets. (R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline. 
(R) 5.15 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 

5.25 The Funky Valley Show. (R) 

5.35 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.50 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Radio 1’s Big Weekend 2013 
11.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 
Extra 11.45 Sweat the Small Stuff: 
Extra Sweaty 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Dark Ages: An Age of 
Light 8.00 The Somme: Secret 
Tunnel Wars 9.00 Nina Conti: Talk 
to the Hand 10.05 Timeshift: 
Wrestling’s Golden Age: Grapples, 
Grunts and Grannies 11.05 Arena: 
Sonny Rollins ‘74 - Rescued! 

ITV2 

3.45 You’ve Been Framed! 4.15 
Film: The Mummy (1999) 6.40 
Film: Back to the Future Part III 
(1990) Sci-fi comedy sequel, 
starring Michael J Fox. 9.00 
Britain’s Got More Talent 10.00 
Film: The Bourne Supremacy 
(2004) Action thriller sequel, 
starring Matt Damon. 

ITV3 

8.00 Vera. DCI Stanhope 
investigates a murder at a remote 
cottage in Northumberland. 10.00 
Prime Suspect 

ITV4 

2.45 Live Indian Premier League 
Cricket. Coverage of the final at 
Eden Gardens, Kolkata. 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 
Film: Kull the Conqueror (1997) 
11.00 French Open Tennis 
Highlights 

E4 

4.35 Revenge 5.30 The Mindy 
Project 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
7.30 New Girl 8.00 Film: X-Men 
(2000) 10.00 Rude Tube 2012 

Film4 

3.05 Honey, I Blew Up the Kid 
(1992) 4.50 New in Town (2009) 
6.40 Green Zone Interview Special 
6.50 Crocodile Dundee II (1988) 
9.00 Knowing (2009) Mystery 
thriller, starring Nicolas Cage and 
Rose Byrne. 11.20 Festen (1998) 


HALF PRICE 

High Quality Riser Recliners 


Call us now for a free home trial or our full colour brochure 

0800 020 9739 


Family run business 
Matching sofas and chairs 
Positional Relief for Arthritic Pain 

Lifetime warranty available 
Exceptional comfort 
Many years’ experience 
Custom made to any size, weight 
or fabric 

Beds available in all sizes * Ken t n & on 



Westminster 

Recliners 


Berkeley Models Only. 
T&C’s available on request 


ADVERTISMENT 



Fresh made Fish & Chips 
Special Deal Tray Meals 
Lamb & Chicken Kebabs 
Fried Chicken & Burger 


Open seven days a week 


12 noon-2.30 pm Monday-Saturday 

Evening 

4.30 pm-10.30 pm Monday-Thursday 
4.30 pm-11.00 pm Friday-Saturday 
5.00 pm-10.00 pm Sunday 


103 Kent Road, Halesowen B62 8PB 
0121 422 2162 


FAMILY RUN 
FOR 20 YEARS 


The Kent Road Fish Bar has 
been satisfying the local 
demand for traditional fish 
& chips for over 20 years. 

This family run business has 
a wealth of experience and a 
very sharp eye for detail that 
is evident in the immaculate 
presentation of the shop. You 
could eat your fish supper off 
the floor in this popular take 
away outlet! 

As well as the regular menu the shop also has a range of 
special tray deals that start at a very reasonable £2.00 for 
a generous portion of curry sauce and chips and mini fish 
and chips for just £2.90. Also available are a range of ke¬ 
babs including lamb and 2 types of chicken starting at just 
£2.70 including fresh locally sourced salad and sauces. If 
it’s a burger you are craving, there a choice of meats or 
vegetable on offer and even a Scallop Burger at an incred¬ 
ible price of just £1.00. 

The shop also caters for parties and offers a local deliv¬ 
ery service for bookings made by clubs and organisations 
including residential care homes. All enquires are quoted 
individually depending on the requirements. 

The consumption of take-away meals has steadily in¬ 
creased since the reces¬ 
sion bit as more of us 
choose to “Dine-ln” in¬ 
stead of “Dining Out”. So 
treat yourself and enjoy 
the delights on offer at 
the Kent Road Fish Bar - 
at your service 7 days a 
week. 




KENT ROAD FISH BAB 




ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


The Return of the Sweet Shop 


Recently opened Sue’s Sweets 
is certainly hitting the spot for 
those with a sweet tooth! 

Owner Sue, (a self confessed chocaholic), 
saw a gap in the market as more and more 
sweet shops closed following stiff competition 
from the major supermarkets. 

It is 60 years ago this year since sugar 
rationing ended and the British love affair with 
sweet confectionery began in earnest. It is 
estimated that we spend £413 million pounds 
a year on treats and spend on average £1.52 
a day to satisfy our cravings. 


The shop in Kent Road, Halesowen has 
a vast selection of sweets and chocolate 
available, loose, bagged-up or the traditional 
Pick ‘n’ Mix (making a big comeback since 
the demise of Woolworths!). Sue previously 
had a shop in Halesowen Town Centre and 
has been retailing sweets for over 14 years. 

Her prices are great too, with big savings 
compared to the supermarket chains and 
far more choice. There is even a range of 
sugar-free options too. Open until 7.00 in the 
evening on Friday and Saturday this really is 
Halesowen’s first choice for all your sweet and 
choccy treats. 


SWEET 

SHOP 

105 Kent Road, 
Halesowen, B62 8PB 

For a huge range 
of sweets and 
chocolate to suit 
all tastes 

• Party cones and bags 
made to order 

• Sugar free selection 
available 

• Drinks and 
savoury snacks 


Opening Times 

Mon-Thurs 8.00am-6.00pm 
Friday 8.00am-7.00pm 
Saturday 10.00am-7.00pm 
Sunday 12.00 noon-5.00pm 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices T 


Pick of the Week 





Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 

Romancing the Stone, Channel 4,1.05pm 

A romantic novelist goes in search of her kidnapped 
sister in the steamy jungles of South America, only to 
become the target of a villainous general who demands 
as a ransom the valuable treasure map in her 
possession. Help is at hand in the form of a craggy 
daredevil fortune hunter. Michael Douglas stars. (1984) 

Cool Runnings, BBC1,1.55pm 

A sprinter fails to qualify for the Jamaican Olympic squad, 
but refuses to give up his dream. Learning that a former 
US bobsleigh coach is living nearby, he seizes the 
chance to shine in an entirely different sport, and cajoles 
three of his friends to join him in training for the 1988 
Winter Olympics in the far less tropical environment of 
Canada. Fact-based comedy, with John Candy. (1993) 

TUESDAY 

Desperado, Channel 5,10.50pm 

A mysterious musician carrying a guitar case full of 
firearms turns up in a small backwoods town to exact 
revenge on the drugs baron who killed his girlfriend and 
permanently injured his hand. Robert Rodriguez’s 
action thriller, starring Antonio Banderas, Salma Hayek, 
Cheech Marin, Joaquim de Almeida, Steve Buscemi 
and Quentin Tarantino. (1995) 


WEDNESDAY 

Resident Evil: Extinction, Channel 5,10pm 

Zombie-fighting heroine Alice comes out of hiding to 
protect a group of refugees in a post-apocalyptic 
wasteland overrun by the walking dead. Meanwhile, the 
sinister corporation that created the zombie virus is 
about to embark on its most dangerous experiment yet. 
Sci-fi thriller sequel, starring Milla Jovovich. (2007) 

THURSDAY 

Bad Boys, Channel 5, 9pm 

Detectives Mike Lowrey and Marcus Burnett search for 
a $100million heroin consignment brazenly stolen by a 
French drug kingpin from the police evidence room. 
However, after a mix-up over a phone call from a 
potential witness, each cop has to assume the other’s 
identity. Thriller, starring Will Smith. (1995) 

FRIDAY 

Death Race, Channel 5, 9pm 

Jensen Ames is framed for the murder of his wife and sent 
to Terminal Island Prison, a facility that broadcasts the 
highly profitable Death Race, a high-octane event where 
convicts battle to the death in customised cars. When a 
popular driver dies, crooked prison warden Hennessey 
persuades Ames to take his place, claiming he will be 
released if he is victorious. Jason Statham stars. (2008) 


David proves he still 
has what it takes 


H e’s the Starman, a real Space 
Oddity and one of our 
Heroes. He’s also known 
as David Robert Jones, the Brixton 
boy who grew up to be one of the 
most influential music artists of all 
time. 

Of course, we all know him best 
as David Bowie, a change of 
moniker forced on him by the fact 
that in the early days of his career, 
Davy Jones was making a name for 
himself as a member of The 
Monkees. 

Even if you’re not a fan of his 
music, you’ve got to admire the way 
in which Bowie has continually 
managed to reinvent himself, and 
not so much moved with the times, 
as stayed ahead of them. 

For years he kept out of the 
spotlight, then surprised everybody 
by announcing the release of The 
Next Day, his first studio album for 
10 years, on his 66th birthday. 

He’s kept quiet about it ever since, 
apart from revealing he will never do 
another interview, preferring instead 
to let the music do the talking; if 
anything, his silence has also 


helped to generate interest in him 
and his work. 

The Next Day has been a massive 
success, with the public intrigued by 
what he might have been up to 
during his absence. And while it’s a 
good album, even the most ardent 
Bowie fan would probably admit that 
it isn’t as impressive as the offerings 
he gave the world during his most 
productive period, which lasted 
through the 1970s to the early 
1980s. 

This period continues to be seen 
as the most important of his career 
to date, and five separate years of 
that time are looked at in-depth in 
this new documentary. 

Its makers have decided that 
1971, 1975, 1977, 1980 and 1983 
are when Bowie was at the peak of 
his powers, and it’s hard to disagree 
with them. 

The programme will look at Ziggy 
Stardust, the decision to adopt a 
soul sound for Young Americans, his 
Thin White Duke persona, time in 
Berlin, and the later Scary Monsters 
(and Super Creeps), and Let’s 
Dance albums. 


We’re promised previously unseen 
archive footage and interviews with 
collaborators too. 

“David Bowie is one of the 
most important international 
music stars of the past 50 years,” 
says Jan Younghusband, the 
BBC’s Commissioning Editor, 

Music & Events. “His impact on 
the music industry around the 
globe is exceptional. The never- 
before-seen footage in this 
programme will provide a fascinating 
insight into the world of this very 
private person.” 

Francis Whately, director, adds: 
“This is a project that has been in 
development for more than a 
decade, in fact since Bowie and I 
worked together in 2001 on a film 
for the BBC Omnibus strand. This 
year, 2013, is shaping up to be the 
year of David Bowie, and now is the 
perfect moment for this feature- 
length film devoted to this 
extraordinary artist.” 

Extraordinary indeed. Fifty years 
after he recorded his first demo, and 
after so many ch-ch-ch-changes to 
his image, Bowie is, as his song 
Fame states, too cool to fool. 


David Bowie - Five Years, Saturday, BBC2, 9.20pm 


MONDAY 
Britain’s Got Talent 
ITV, 7.30pm 

Every year this series shines the spotlight on 
some hilarious acts, and impressionist Philip 
Green is one of them. The 21-year-old comedian 
got a unanimous four yeses to take him through to 
the semi-finals. Of course it’s anyone’s guess who 
will have made it through to this stage of the 
finals, but as we all know, you don’t need to win 
BGT to land a career, as Susan Boyle proved a 
few years ago. What we can tell you is that Ant 
and Dec will be in their best attire as judges 
Simon Cowell, Amanda Holden, Alesha Dixon and 
David Walliams give their verdict on the night’s 
returning acts. 

The Queen: A Passion for Horses 
BBC1,9pm 

It’s no secret that the Queen loves horses. She’s 
been photographed and filmed at numerous events 
over the years, and even has her own racehorses. 
But just how hands-on is she when it comes to her 
equine friends? The BBC has found the perfect 
person to find that out - national treasure Clare 
Balding, whose grandfather, father and brother 
have all trained the Queen’s horses, which gives 
her a unique insight into Her Majesty’s stable. This 
documentary charts the course of one spring 
season, from the births of foals at Sandringham to 
the thrill of race day at Newbury. Princess Anne 
and Zara Phillips, who are following in her 
footsteps (or should that be hoofsteps?), also 
discuss their esteemed relative’s dedication to her 
four-legged friends. 


with a technological whiz-kid who tackled a warped 
IT expert trying to bring down America’s computer 
systems. This show examines how likely large- 
scale cyber terrorism is. 

Britain’s Stone Age Tsunami 
Channel 4, 8pm 

It might upset some to know this, but 8000 years 
ago Britain was literally attached to the continent by 
a land mass the size of Germany. In 6000BC 
Doggerland was washed into the sea by a raging 
tsunami. What remains is a shallow area of the 
North Sea now known as Dogger Bank. Using 
modern digital technology, Tony Robinson and a 
team of archaeologists are able to take a virtual 
journey through this vanished landscape. 

FRIDAY 
Sarah Millican: 

Thoroughly Modern Millican Live 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Sarah Millican left many critics rolling in the aisles 
when she seized victory at the Edinburgh Fringe a 
few years ago. She soon gave Micky Flanagan a 
run for his money as one of UK TV’s most 
ubiquitous guests, so there was little surprise when 
Beeb bosses finally gave Ms M her own show. If 
you shelled out a tenner or more for the DVD of her 
stand-up performance at London’s Hammersmith 
Apollo during her 2012 UK tour, then you may want 
to give this free version a wide berth. Everyone 
else: settle back and enjoy as the omnipresent 
funnywoman reflects on the wonders of making a 
home-made treadmill, the reasons for carrying 
spare pants and the practicalities of an orgy. 


TUESDAY 
The Apprentice 
BBC1,9pm 

Our economy might be struggling following a series 
of recessions, however one rule of business is 
thus: go where the money is. That’s exactly what 
the candidates do this week, as they’re bundled 
onto an early morning plane for a business trip to 
Dubai. It’s in the oil-rich Emirate city that this series’ 
scavenger hunt takes place, as the teams are 
challenged to track down items for a hotel. While 
one team hopes to capitalise on a bit of local 
expertise by scouring the markets, another heads 
straight to a shopping centre. 

WEDNESDAY 
The Iraq War 
BBC2, 9pm 

Without doubt the most contentious decisions 
made by Tony Blair and George W Bush 
during their time in office were in regard to 
the war in Iraq. For the first time, key 
decision-makers on both sides of the 
conflict, including Tony Blair and members 
of Saddam’s regime discuss their 
roles... and their regrets. The first of 
three episodes concentrates on the 
build-up to the war, as the politicians 
involved recall the circumstances 
that made conflict inevitable, and 
attempt to refute some of the myths 
and speculation that have come to 
surround a war that is doomed to 
be forever shrouded in 
controversy. 


Frankie 
BBC1, 9pm 

Frankie is determined to get her life in order, 
beginning with her home. She gives it a fresh lick 
of paint, changes the locks and throws away the 
last of Ian’s stuff. However, just when one section 
of her life appears to be nearing some form of 
normality, her work life hits a crisis as the 
circumstances of Liana Corden’s death begin to be 
investigated meaning she needs her team’s 
support more than ever, but this doesn’t materialise 
from Dr Evans who continues to try and bring her 
down, using another patient as ammunition. 

THURSDAY 
Die Hard: The True Story 
Channel 5, 7pm 

In 1988, action thriller Die Hard 
became one of the biggest hits of 
the year. It helped transform Bruce 
Willis from charming TV regular 
into an A-list movie star, and 
created a template which has 
been slavishly adhered to ever 
since in films such as 
Under Siege, and more 
recently, the dreadful 
White House-centric 
Olympus Has Fallen. It 
spawned four sequels, 
including the hi-tech, 
rather enjoyable Die 
Hard 4.0, which saw 
John McClane 
joining forces 



NOW OPEN 

Selling second hand furniture, 
electrical goods, bric-a-brac 

Sofas from £20 
Wardrobes from £15 
3 Piece Suites from £35 

Come in and have a look, lots more bargains to be found 

012-1 323 0373 

www.forcessupport.org.uk 

34-36 Carters Green, West Bromwich, B70 9LW 


PROVIDING PRACTICAL SUPPORT 
FOR THE FAMILIES OF SERVICE 
PERSONNEL LOST TO WAR 


Follow us on 
Facebook 

Forces support charity. 
Watch our family project daily 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages 
from £499 


(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom 
(opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



ffl. 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen (town centre) 

0121 5509800 


DOMCSTICS 

of Halesowen 


Why buy secondhand or 
pay large repair costs 
when you can buy new 
at realistic prices 


SALES * SPARES * REPAIRS 



Washing 
Machines 
From £119 


Dishwashers 
From £199 

(For Illustration Purposes Only) 


• Larders From 

£89 

• Cookers From 

£139 

• Freezers From 

£99 

• Dryers From 

£99 

• Large Selection of 


• Spinners From 

£99 

Vacuums From 

£39 


Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4.30 pm. Friday - Saturday 9 am 

-4 pm 


We also repair • Washers • Cookers • Refrigeration 

All Items Carry A 12 Month Full Guarantee 
Plus More Electrical Goods In Stock 
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Puzzler 


Brain Gym 


No.222 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


V 

2 

Q 

3 

A 

4 

o 

5 

R 

6 

w 

7 

E 

8 

P 

9 

M 

10 

N 

"l 

12 

X 

13 

K 

14 

D 

15 

L 

16 

c 

17 

Y 

18 

s 

19 

B 

20 

u 

21 

T 

22 

Z 

23 

H 

24 

J 

25 

G 

26 

F 


25 

A 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Make an impres¬ 
sion? (6) 

4. He knows where to 
draw the line (6) 

9. With which one 
suffers a lack of 
balance (4,9) 

10. Take action to stop 
weakening the 
spirit? (3,4) 

11. Make a change in 
special terms (5) 

12. Soundly ridiculed a 
conductor (5) 

14. Belief one can 

always go back on? 
(5) 

18. Bring up the ques¬ 
tion of more pay? 
(5) 

19. Hoping to benefit 
from a reduction in 
the fare (2,1,4) 

21. As a matador may 
be? (7,2,4) 

22. An odd desire to 
live (6) 

23. His parents will be 
late (6) 


Down 

1. Do some relief 
work? (6) 

2. Suspicious affair 
the comedian is 
involved in? (5,8) 

3. Fate embraced by 
small church cleric 

(5) 

5. A sign of confusion 
(3,4) 

6. At home finally, 
seeking a place 
(2,2,3,6) 

7. Private coaches? 

( 6 ) 

8. Period of youth 
which may be tense 

(5) 

13. In line with the drill 
sergeant’s instruc¬ 
tions (7) 

15. He wants a good 
deal (6) 

16. Tied up money? (5) 

17. Taken unawares? 

( 6 ) 

20. The morning 

belongs to us for an 
intrigue (5) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Mend (6) 

1. Affluence (6) 

4. Mission (6) 

2. Clear-sighted (13) 

9. In order of time (13) 

3. Interior (5) 

10. Ruler (7) 

5. Normal (7) 

11. Extremity (5) 

6. Lodgings (13) 

12. Range (5) 

7. Water down (6) 

14. Brush (5) 

8. Kudos (5) 

18. Suffer (5) 

13. Scent (7) 

19. Glowing (7) 

15. Scatter (6) 

21. Articulation (13) 

16. Pamphlet (5) 

22. Hark! (6) 

17. Offensive odour (6) 

23. Drive home (6) 

20. Slow speech (5) 




2 


3 

8 

6 




8 






2 

9 
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6 


4 



1 


9 


4 
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2 
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3 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Floodlit game; 7 Steep; 8 
Noose; 9 Tea; 10 Turquoise; 11 Exempt; 12 In 
debt; 15 Two-seater; 17 Hie; 18 Rotor; 19 Heels; 
21 Poltergeists. Down: 1 From the start; 2 Die; 

3 Import; 4 Gun-runner; 5 Maori; 6 Nevertheless; 
7 Spare; 10 Top secret; 13 Ethos; 14 Etcher; 16 
Outdo; 20 Eve. QUICK - Across: 1 Reminis¬ 
cence; 7 Drear; 8 Incur; 9 Eve; 10 Sacrilege; 

11 Assent; 12 Tariff; 15 Elucidate; 17 Ash; 18 
Rouse; 19 Abuse; 21 Clothes-horse. Down: 1 
Rio-de-Janeiro; 2 Nee; 3 Strict; 4 Eliminate; 5 
Cache; 6 Free of charge; 7 Dregs; 10 Sentiment; 
13 Inane; 14 Vacate; 16 Usual; 20 Ugh. 


Special Father’s Day offer 30% Off 

With code: FATH30 on-line only at: www.goodnightsnoring.com 


) The Sound of Silence 

* This just might be what 

„ n ,, you are looking for 

Don't know how it 

works but it does, Available at Boots, your local pharmacy 

it’s amazing” Online at amazon.CO.uk' or www.goodnightsnoring.co.uk 

Simon B This product has not been proven by a Clinical Trial 




it’s amazing" 

Simon B 



As seen on 


IB^ 


the 

big 

build 


y Supply Only or Full Installation 
y Buy With Confidence 
y Well Established Family Business 
v' Friendly and Professional Service 
y Plumbing, Tiling and Electrics 
y Free Design / Home Visits 
v' No Pressure Sales 


& Drawers as standard 


Vernon /agner|Q121 520 




2 minutes from ASDA Great Bridge, 
Unit 7, Imex Auto Centre, 

Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RQ 
Visit us at vernonwagner.com 


Thinking of a Refurb! 
Improve ratheMhan Move 


11 


Complete Bathroom 

from 

£ 189.99 

including 1700 x 700 bath, basin, 
toilet and single tap for basin 

• Complete central heating free quotes 

and parte available « r 

•Taps •Towelrads free 

• Showers delivery 



12x1900 Quad 

with Easy Plumb Tray, 
Left or Right Hand 


£399 



Made to measure 
bedroom furniture 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Tel: 0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


PLUMBMASTER 

Suppliers to trade and public 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 


Visiting 
Chiropodist 

HCPC Registered 

Mr Edward G Tudor 

MSSCh MBChA 

Telephone 

0121 - 550-9647 

Servicing Halesowen 
Rowley Regis, Cradley and Oldbury 



star extra travel 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Brought to you by the Express & Star 
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rProperty 


Five bedrooms in 
detached home 



The house in Lloyd Hill is on the market for offers based on £450,000. Call Berriman Eaton on 01902 326 366 

vm 



One of the three bathrooms in the house 

A FIVE-bedroom individually 
designed detached property 
near Lower Penn, Wolver¬ 
hampton is for sale priced at 
£450,000. 

The house in Lloyd Hill has an 
impressive open-plan, live-in kitchen 


with oak style flooring leading into the 
fitted kitchen area and patio doors 
from the dining area to the rear 
garden. There is a lounge with fire sur¬ 
round, guest WC, through hall, sepa¬ 
rate utility, integral garage, a 
magnificent master bedroom suite 
with fitted dressing room and en suite, 
together with four further bedrooms 


The spacious open-plan kitchen is fully equipped 

and three bathrooms. 

Lloyd Hill is on the South Stafford¬ 
shire border, some four miles from the 
city centre with local shops, choice of 
schools nearby and good public trans¬ 
port services. 

Visit www.berrimaneaton.co.uk for 
further details or call 01902 326366 to 
view. 


Immaculate house is 
on market at £90,000 



The property is on the market with agent Paul Dubberley The home is immaculate says the estate agent 

THIS immaculate three bedroom mid-terrace home in comprising lounge, ground floor bathroom/WC, reception 
Cobham Road, Wednesbury, is for sale with an asking price hall, fitted kitchen and three bedrooms. Outside there is 
of £90,000. parking to the front and an enclosed rear garden. 

The property benefits from gas central heating and Call estate agent Paul Dubberley on 0121 505 3533 for 
double glazing as specified, with accommodation briefly more details. 
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HALESOWEN, BR0MSGR0VE ROAD 

Located in the desirable location of Romsley. This unfurnished 
semi detached house features gas central heating, modern and 
spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, conservatory, 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower, front & rear gardens, garage, fantastic 
views, inspection strongly recommended. EPC: E 

£875 PCM 


HALESOWEN, HOWLEY GRANGE ROAD 

A large and unfurnished semi detached house in a well 
sought after location, close to local primary school and ideal 
for access to Birmingham. Featuring gas central heating, 2 
living rooms, fitted kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower, small rear garden, driveway parking. EPC: E 

£625 PCM 


STOURBRIDGE, WHEELER STREET 

A traditional 3 bedroom mid terraced property in the highly sought after Old 
Quarter of Stourbridge. Featuring front reception room with original marble 
fireplace, rear reception room, fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom with 
shower, 2 large bedrooms and 1 large single. Lovely rear garden, gas 
central heating, double glazing. On road parking. Available 20/06/13. EPC: D 

£595 PCM 



OLDBURY, ST MATTHEWS ROAD 

Refurbished to a high standard. This 3 bedroom 
mid-terrace property in Oldbury/Quinton area has 
lounge, fitted kitchen, blow air central heating, white 
bathroom suite with shower, separate wc, rear 
garden with parking. Available immediately. EPC: D 

£575 PCM 



HALESOWEN, THE INFIELDS 

Stunning and modern apartment on a well sought after new 
estate. This ground floor apartment features 2 bedrooms, 
large lounge with superb kitchen with appliances, bathroom 
with shower, gas central heating, double glazing, allocated 
parking. Available immediately. Not to be missed! EPC: C 

£550 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, TIMBERTREE CRESCENT 

Located within easy reach of Timbertree School. This semi detached 
house has been fully refurbished to a high standard and features 2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen diner, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom 
with shower, front and rear gardens, rear garden having 
outbuildings. On road parking. Available immediately. EPC: C 

£525 PCM 



HALESOWEN, TREGARRON ROAD 

Ideally situated for local shops and buses to Halesowen, Stourbridge 
and Cradley Heath. A well presented semi-detached house featuring 
a large lounge, modern kitchen, 3 good sized bedrooms, house 
bathroom with shower, new double glazing, gas central heating, 
driveway and garage parking, front and rear gardens. EPC: D 

£575 PCM 



HALESOWEN, CAVALIER DRIVE 

This beautifully presented and well looked after furnished first floor apartment 
is centrally located to Halesowen, within easy reach of the town centre and 
local bus station featuring 2 bedrooms, large lounge with access to your own 
balcony, fitted kitchen, bathroom with shower, electric heating, double 
glazing, allocated parking space for one car. A must see property. EPC: C 

£550 PCM 



HALESOWEN, COLLEY LANE 

Wonderfully presented and modern. A mid-terraced house on a 
popular road which is close to Colley Gate Primary School and local 
shops. Featuring 2 double bedrooms, large dining kitchen, modern 
lounge, house bathroom with shower, downstairs WC, tiered garden, 
on road parking. Available 7th June. Not to be missed!: EPC: C 

£525 PCM 


BARTLEY GREEN, LUDFORD ROAD 


Located in the woodgate area, ideal for the local 
primary school, this newly decorated 3 bedroom 
semi detached house features fitted kitchen, 
large lounge, house bathroom with shower, 
driveway parking, mature rear garden. EPC: D 

£525 PCM 




HALESOWEN, BEAUMONT ROAD 

Superb fully re-furbished traditional semi¬ 
detached house available end of April. 2 reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom with 
shower, 2 double bedrooms, gas central heating, 
double glazed. A must see property! EPC: E 

£550 PCM 



OLDBURY, KINGSWAY 

A lovely modern top floor apartment which features 
2 double bedrooms, master with en-suite, electric 
storage heating, house bathroom but no shower, loft 
access, allocated parking, close to main bus route 
into Halesowen and Birmingham City Centre. EPC: C 

£525 PCM 



HALESOWEN, ADAMS COURT 

Conveniently located for local shops and buses to Halesowen and 
Stourbridge. A large and spacious ground floor apartment featuring 
modern decor and fixtures and benefitting from gas central heating, 
spacious living room, fitted kitchen with white goods, 2 double bedrooms, 
bathroom with separate shower cubical and allocated parking space. EPC: C 

£525 PCM 


HALESOWEN, ROUNDHILL TERRACE 

Located in the popular area of Hurst Green. A lovely 
unfurnished mid terraced house which features a 
modern fitted dining kitchen, 2 good size bedrooms, 
modern lounge, gas central heating, double glazing, 
on road parking, large rear garden. EPC: E 

£495 PCM 



STOURBRIDGE, BAGLEY STREET 

Deceptively large and within walking distance to Stourbridge town 
centre. This lovely semi-detached house features a great lounge, 
large dining kitchen with gas oven and hob, 2 double bedrooms, 
house bathroom with shower, nice sized rear garden, on road 
parking, double glazing, gas central heating available now. EPC: TBC 

£485 PCM 


HALESOWEN, HIGHFIELD ROAD 

Deceptively large semi-detached house, close to local shops 
and buses to Halesowen, Stourbridge and Cradley Heath 
featuring 2 good sized lounges, fitted kitchen, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, 2 double bedrooms, nice size rear 
garden, on road parking, Available mid june 2013. EPC: TBC 

£475 PCM 



HALESOWEN, CLENT HOUSE 

Stunning views from this top floor apartment. Located I 
within walking distance to Halesowen, this apartment 
features 2 double bedrooms, a light and airy lounge, house 
bathroom with shower, fitted kitchen with a small fridge, | 
warm air heating, double glazing, available now. EPC: D 

£475 PCM 



DUDLEY, ANCHOR DRIVE 

I Modern and comfortable living. This 2nd floor apartment is set in a quiet location, 
with easy access to Dudley, Tipton, Wednesbury and the M5. The property features 
2 double bedrooms, modern fitted kitchen with integrated electric oven and hob, 
white bathroom suite with shower, spacious lounge with patio doors opening to a 
juliet balcony, electric heating, double glazing, allocated parking space. EPC: C 

£475 PCM 



HALESOWEN, HAMILTON AVENUE 

I Located on the ever so popular estate of the 
I Abbey Fields. This unfurnished first floor 
I apartment features 1 double bedroom, modern 
I kitchen, light and airy lounge, house bathroom 
| with shower, own rear garden, garage. EPC: E 

£425 PCM 



NETHERTON, ST GEORGES ROAD 

Spacious and quiet. A totally refurbished 1st floor 
apartment featuring electric storage heating, living 
room, fitted kitchen with a fridge freezer, 1 double 
bedroom with fitted wardrobes, house bathroom 
with shower, rear garden, parking space. EPC: D 

£395 PCM 


WEBSITE: 

www.hickshadley.com 


11-13 Hagley Road, 
Halesowen, B63 4PU 
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Sales & Lettings 

Halesowen 0121 696405 
Dudley 01384 849067 


Drews Holloway, Halesowen 


Dixons 

Estate Agents 


DoingMore., 


Goodrest Avenue, Halesowen 

cm 


Slater Close, Cradley Heath 


Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath 



£325,000 


A traditional semi detached house comprising 
lounge, study, lounge/diner, conservatory and 
master bedroom with en-suite. 

Winnall Close, Bilston 


A modern ground floor apartment with 
accommodation comprising lounge, kitchen, two 
bedrooms, en-suite and parking. 

Castle Road,Tipton 


Well presented three bedroom property offering 
porch, lounge, kitchen, utility,WC, conservatory, 
shower room, gated drive and rear garden. 

St. Marks Road, Dudley 


An end terraced property comprising porch, 

WC, lounge, kitchen/diner, three bedrooms, family 
bathroom, rear garden and driveway. 



Offers Over£ 160,000 


Three bedroom property briefly comprising lounge/ 
diner, downstairs WC, front and rear gardens, 
driveway and garage 


Offers Over£ 120,000 


Detached three bedroom property benefitting from 
entrance hall, living room, dining room, rear garden 
and driveway. 


Thunderbolt Way,Tipton 


City Road,Tividale 


Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, family 
bathroom, rear garden and driveway. 


Northgate Close, Dudley 


Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge/diner, kitchen, 
bathroom, rear garden and driveway. 


Birch Crescent,Tividale 



Offers 0ver£70,000 


Offers 0ver£70,000 


Modern second floor two bedroom apartment briefly Semi detached two bedroom property comprising 
comprising lounge/kitchen, bathroom, communal lounge, kitchen, downstairs bathroom, front and rear 

gardens and allocated parking spaces. gardens. 


Four bedroom three storey end terraced house with 
off road parking, garage and front and rear gardens. 


A well presented, semi detached, two bedroom 
property, comprising lounge/diner, modern kitchen, 
bathroom, rear garden, driveway and storage garage. 


dixonsestateagents.co.uk Q propertywideco.uk Zoopla.co.uk *r 


rightmovecouk 
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Motoring 


Carrera gets turbo and 
a top speed of I97mph 



The new 911 Carrera S which has been given a turbo boost to hit 0 to 62mph in just 3.1 seconds 


AS if the 911 Carrera S wasn’t 
fast enough, Porsche has 
announced details of the 
Turbo and Turbo S models, 
ahead of first deliveries in the 
UK later this year. 

As with previous iterations the 911 
Turbo has four-wheel drive as stan¬ 
dard, although the design is new for 
this 991-series car and includes active 
rear steering also destined for the 911 
GT3. 

Porsche Dynamic Chassis Control 
(PDCC) active anti-roll system is 
offered for the first time on the 911 


Turbo models, and comes as standard 
on the 911 Turbo S, together with the 
Sport Chrono Package Plus incorporat¬ 
ing dynamic engine mounts, and 
Porsche Ceramic Composite Brakes 
(PCCB). These are also available as an 
option on the 911 Turbo. 

Both the Turbo and Turbo S are 
powered by a 3.8-litre flat six, with twin 
turbochargers and direct injection to 
produce 512bhp in the Turbo and a 
staggering 552bhp in the Turbo S. 

Mated to the seven-speed dual clutch 
PDK gearbox as standard, both the 
Turbo and Turbo S also have stop/start 
fitted, which helps both models claim 
an impressive 29.1mpg combined. 


Even more incredible are the perform¬ 
ance figures. 

Fitted with the optional Sport 
Chrono package, the Turbo can acceler¬ 
ate from 0 to 62 mph in 3.2 seconds, 
faster than the previous 911 Turbo S. 
Meanwhile, the new 911 Turbo S 
despatches the sprint to 62mph in just 
3.1 seconds. The car’s top speed is 
197mph. 

The new 911 Turbo models are avail¬ 
able to order now from Porsche Centres 
in the UK and Ireland. The Turbo is 
priced from £118,349 and the Turbo S 
from £140,852. First right-hand drive 
deliveries will arrive in September 
2013. 
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Cradley Heath Motor Company I 

www.cradleyheathmotorco.co.uk 


NOW OPEN ON SUNDAY, 10AM-4PM 


OUR SELECTION 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 DYNAMIQUE 07 Reg, 5-dr, Blue, Air Con, Alloys, 44k, SH... 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi MAXIM 06 Reg 5-dr. Black, Air Con, Alloys, 70k, FSH. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 PRIVILEGE AUTOMATIC 06 Reg,5-dr, Gold, Air Con, Alloys, Only 10k, FSH. 

PEUGEOT 3071.6 HDi S 56 Reg, 5-dr, Silver, Air Con, Alloys, 56k, FSH.. J.-J :. 

SKODA SUPERB 1.9 TDi ELEGANCE AUTOMATIC 54 Reg, 4-dr, Air Con, Alloys, 84k, FSH. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 TECH RUN 08 Reg, 3-dr, Red, Air Con, Alloys, 41K, FSH. 

KIA PICANTO 1.0 CHILL 09 Reg, 5-dr, Black, Air Con, 31k, FSH. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTi EXCLUSIV 57 Reg, 5-dr, Silver, Air Con, 55k, FSH.. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi PRIVILEGE 07 Reg, 5-dr, Silver, Air Con, Alloys, 42k, FSH ...St . 

VW GOLF 1.6 FSi SE 06 Reg, 5-dr, Silver, Air Con, Alloys, 62k, FSH. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTi EXCLUSIV 08 Reg, 5-dr, Panacotta, Air Con, Alloys, 36k, FSH. 

CITROEN DISPATCH 1.6 HDi 08 Reg, Twin Sliding Doors, Red, 76k, FSH... 

FORD KA 1.2 EDGE 2011 (60 Reg) 3-dr, White, Stop-Start, Air Con, 27k, FSH... 

CITROEN C41.6 HDi CACHET 58 Reg, 5-dr, Silver, Glass Roof, Air Con, Alloys, 25k, FSH. 

VW GOLF 1.9 TDi MATCH 07 (56 Reg) 5-dr, Blue, Air Con, Alloys, 58k, FSH. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2 l-MUSIC 2011 (60 Reg) 5-dr, White, Air Con, Alloys, 18k, FSH.. 

JAGUAR S-TYPE 2.7 TD SE 05 Reg, 4-dr, Gold, Air Con, Alloys, Leather Seats, 58k, FSH. 

BMW 130i SE 06 Reg, 5-dr, Black, Air Con, Alloys, 74k, FSH. 

TOYOTA AVENSIS TR 2.0 D4D 07 Reg, 5-dr, Black, Air Con, Alloys, Sat Nav, 41 k,FSH. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 60 Reg, 5-dr, Black, Air Con, Alloys, 11k, FSH. .. 

JAGUAR S-TYPE 2.7 TD SPORT AUTO 56 Reg, 4-dr, Silver, Air Con, Alloys, Sat Nav, 80k, FSH. 

FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 09 Reg, 5-dr, Blue, Air Con, Alloys, One Owner, Only 4k, FSH. 

TOYOTA PRIUS T SPIRIT 58 Reg, 5-dr. Grey, air con, alloys, sat nav, 56k, FSH. 

VW PASSAT 2.0 TDi SPORT Estate 08 Reg, 5-dr, Black, Air Con, Alloys, 62k, FSH. 

VOLVO V501.6 DSE 09 Reg 5-dr. Silver, Air Con, Alloys, Leather, 56k, FSH... 

SPORTS 

MINI COOPER 1.6 CONVERTIBLE Pepper Pack, 06 Reg, Blue, Air Con, Alloys, One Owner, Only 17k, FSH... 
AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S-LINE CABRIOLET 56 Reg, Red, Leather Seats, Air Con, Alloys, Only 32k, FSH. 

MPVS 

SKODA ROOMSTER 21.4 TDi 08 Reg, 5-dr, Blue, Air Con, Alloys, 43k, FSH..... 

CITROEN C4 GRAND PICASS01.8 VTR+ 07 Reg, 5-dr, 7 Seats, Air Con, Alloys, 51k, FSH. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 CLUB 07 Reg, 5-dr, Grey, Air Con, Alloys, 56k, FSH. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 LIFE 59 Reg, 5-dr, Black, Air Con, 43k, FSH.. 

FORD C-MAX 1.8 TITANIUM 08 Reg, 5-dr, Silver, Air Con, Alloys, Only 12k, FSH... 

RENAULT GRAND SCENIC 1.5 DCi DYNAMIQUE New Shape, 59 Reg, Air Con, Alloys, 40k, FSH. 

4X4 

TOYOTA RAV 4 GRANITE D4D, 05 Reg, 5-dr, Black, Air Con, Alloys, 95k, SH.. 

NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.2 DCi SPORT 04 Reg, 5-dr, Silver, Air Con, Alloys, 67k, FSH, One Owner.. 

KIA SORENTO 2.5 CRDi XS AUTO 06 Reg, 5-dr, Silver, Air Con, Alloys, 64k FSH... 

TOYOTA RAV 4 2.0 XTS D4D 55 Reg, 5-dr, Blue, Air Con, Alloys, Sat Nav, 54k, FSH. 


...£3995 

...£3995 


...£5495 

...£5495 


SOLD 

SOLD 


SOLD 

....£7995 


.£7495 

...£10495 


SOLD 

SOLD 

SOLD 

....£7995 


SOLD 

....£7995 


Vl'V J =■ msn M i M J =M M rerei 


MORE CARS ARRIVING DAILY 

- FREE WARRANTY • FULL MOT ON ALL VEHICLES • P/X WELCOME • NO DEPOSIT DEALS • ,, M . 

Typical Finance Example: Cost ol Car £4495. Deposit £99. Admin Fee £199. Total Amount Payable £5925.04.48 Monthly Payments of £117.23 or 208 Weekly Payments of £28. (Typical) 1 D.Z /o APR 



05 Reg, 4-dr, Gold, Air Con, 
Alloys, Leather Seats, 58k, 


TOYOTA PRIUS T SPIRIT 



58 Reg, 5-dr. Grey, air con, 
alloys, sat nav, 56k, FSH 

£8495 


FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 



09 Reg, 5-dr, Blue, Air Con, 
Alloys, One Owner, Only 4k, 

FSH £7995 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 




09 Reg, 5-dr, Silver, Air 
Con, Alloys, Leather, 56k, 

FSH £8995 


same pmm mm man? am us a gauu 


ro 5 WAYS JUNCTION 




Tel: 01384 561455 Fax: 01 384 561 525 

56 CRADLEY RD, CRADLEY HEATH, 

WEST MIDS, B64 7BB 

switch Email: sales@cradleyheathmotorco.co.uk 


■ «» 


S ho wells Garage 

Use' 




Vauxhall Agila 1.2 Club 

Low mileage - Great Value! £5,9 



Hyundai 1101.2 Active 10,472 
miles Warranty to 2016 £6,785 



Honda Civic 1.8VTEC SE 

Just 37,298 miles £7,995 



Hyundai 1X35 Premium Auto 

Top spec - Huge saving on new £19,99 



Toyota Urban Cruiser 1.3VVTI 

Great looking car! £8,495 



Hyundai il01.2 Style 

ONLY 9,787 miles £6,995 


.. -<+- ~ 


S&M 

• We have the best selection of pre-owned 
Hyundai ilO and i20 in the Midlands 

• All vehicles have full service history and 
have a minimum of 12 months warranty. 

Ford Fiesta 1.2S Edge 5dr 

20,345 miles £6,750 

Hyundai i201.4 Comfort 

32,345 miles £6.695 

Honda CRV 2.2ICTDI EX 

SAT NAV - Leather seats £15,995 

• All vehicles are sold with full 12 months 

MOT where applicable 

• Over 50 used cars and Hyundai 
demonstrators in stock 

• Low rate finance available - 
Written quotations on request 





Nissan Micra 1.2 Acenta CVT 
Auto - Plus SAT NAV! £8,995 

Nissan Note 1.6 SVE 

Low mileage - Just 12,915 miles £5,495 

Hyundai Matrix 1,6GSI 5dr 

Just 31,329 miles £4,495 

• Top prices paid for part exchange vehicles 

• Friendly non pushy sales staff 

• The No 1 Hvundai dealer in the Midlands 
for Hyundai service customer satisfaction 

• BUY NOW WITH CONFIDENCE FROM 

THE FRIENDLIEST CAR DEALERSHIP IN 


5 ^^ 


dJiiJbiji-r/rrri 

HONDA JAZZ 1.4VTEC £ 8,595 

HYUNDAI 130 DIESEL AUTO £ 8,995 

HYUNDAI COUPE S111 £ 7,995 

CITROEN C31.4 DIESEL £ 7,995 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 £ 7,495 

HYUNDAI 130 CLASSIC £ 7,495 

Volkswagen Fox 1.4 3dr 

Just 10,160 miles £5,995 

Hyundai il01.2 Style 

Just 19,149 miles £6,495 

RENAULT TWINGO £ 5,395 

TOYOTA YARIS1.3 WT £ 5,995 

THE MIDLANDS! 


Showells Garage 



Tel: 01384 422488 

Showells (Garages) Ltd, 82 Stourbridge Rd, Lye, DY9 7DE 
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MG6 DTI-TECH DIESEL 

BRITISH ROADS JUST 
GOT MORE INTERESTING 


It delivers 350 Nm of torque, 53.5mpg* and yet is only a group I4E** to insure 
It’s packed with the latest stop-start/dual climate/hill hold technology 
It’s spacious inside with a cavernous boot, yet sleek and sporty to look at 
And... according to Autocar’s Steve Cropley ‘It’s a hoot to dr/Ve’ A 

It should be - It’s a new diesel from MG 




Book your test drive. Experience the all new MG6 diesel: 

MG Sales Centre, Lowhill Lane, Longbridge, Birmingham B3 I 2BQ 
Tel 0800 258 9420 | BIRMINGHAM.MG.CO.UK 

OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES: MPG (L/100KM): URBAN: 46:1 (6.2), EXTRA URBAN: 59.0 (4.8), COMBINED: 53.5 (5.3). C02 MASS EMISSION (COMBINED) 139G/KM. Model shown is MG6 GT S DTi-TECH Diesel 
in Arctic White solid paint. Diesel engines available in GT & Magnette models. Prices & specification correct at the time of print & subject to change without notice. Vehicle on the Road (OTR) price includes 1st year vehicle excise 
duty, I st reg fee & plates. Metallic paint options available at an additional cost of £395.Terms & conditions apply. Finance available. See your dealer for details. * 53.5 MPG refers to combined cycle. Fuel consumption may vary & depend 
on road, weather conditions & driving style. ** Group 14E insurance applicable to MG6 ‘S’ Diesel. Insurance groups for the MG6 diesel range from 14E to I 5E. A Source: Autocar.co.uk. Steve Cropley’s I st drive review on 22/1 I /2012. 


D 


MG.CO. UK/DIESEL 



I 


New Vauxhall Zaf ira 

1.6 Exclusiv 5dr 7 seats 

£11495 


Save £7075 


List price 
£18570 

•Air Conditioning • CD 30 radio with aux-in 
• Flex7 seating system - Any combination from 2 to 7 seats 
• Electric front windows • Plus Lifetime 100,000 mile warranty 

Hurry - Limited stocks at 
this amazing price 



TWall Garages 
Kingswinford 

01384 672909 


Dudley Motor Company 

West Midlands 

01384 454100 


Halesowen Motorhouse 
West Midlands 
0121 462 2916 


Stourbridge Motorhouse 

Stourbridge 

01384 672918 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 . Zafira 1.6i 16v VVT (Manual5), Manual 5-speed: Urban 32.5 (8.7), Extra- 
urban 51.4 (5.5), Combined 42.2 (6.7). C0 2 emissions 157g/km. 

All offers subject to stock availability and terms & conditions. Licensed credit brokers, terms and conditions apply. Finance subject to age and status, guarantees and indemnities may be required. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper. 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. 
Visit www.vauxhallco.uk/warranty. Images used for illustration purposes only. 
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Second generation electric car is a winner 

Nissan turns over a 
new Leaf in the world 
of electric motors 


Motoring 



Nissan have used input from existing customers in designing the new Leaf electric model 


By Matt Kimberley 


NISSAN is on a bit of a roll. While some man¬ 
ufacturers are still working on their first elec¬ 
tric cars, Nissan is rolling out the second 
generation Leaf, with less weight, more range 
and a design more closely tailored to real- 
world demands. 

The biggest input into the new car has come from 
existing customers, which explains why it looks so 
similar to the old one. Nissan says the Leaf gets the 
highest customer satisfaction scores of any car it 
makes - as much as 93% - and the people who own 
ageing models apparently want to stay loyal to it. 

But there were some obvious things wrong with the 
old car. The pale interior came in for a lot of criticism, so 
European versions of the Leaf II have switched to black, 
which includes black leather on the top-spec model. 

The single old trim option has expanded to the tri¬ 
umvirate of Visia, Acenta and Tekna, making the Leaf 
more affordable at one end and better equipped at the 
other. 

Combined with the choice of whether to buy the entire 
car outright or to save £5,000 and lease the batteries, the 
headline price now starts from under £16,000 after the 
£5,000 Government grant. Suddenly the Leaf seems a 
lot more affordable. 

The boot is now bigger; at 370 litres it’s technically 
just 10 litres short of those of the new Volkswagen Golf 
and Seat Leon, although it’s not so conveniently shaped. 

The curved corners and relatively intrusive wheel 
arches make an irregularly shaped load space. Still, a 40- 
litre boost over the old model thanks to some relocated 
technology means space for one extra suitcase. 

This time Nissan has given the European car its own 
suspension tune. The overly soft, sometimes wobbly ride 
of the old car was a cause for complaint. 

The new set-up is not firmer per se, but is damped 
with greater conviction to reduce pitch and bounce. It 
works, too, controlling the Leaf’s body movement better 
than before while retaining the surprisingly good ride 
quality that defined the first Leaf. 

Confidence 

It absorbs bumps and potholes with confidence, com¬ 
posure and impressively quietly. Uncommonly so, in 
fact, compared to almost any rival. The drivetrain is as 
quiet and vibration-free as you might expect, and the 
lack of vibration vastly reduces driver fatigue and irrita¬ 
tion behind the wheel. 

Driving the new Leaf is thoroughly relaxing, with 
thoughtfully shaped seats that support your spine well. 
The padding offers a good balance of soft comfort and 
measured support and the variable-ratio steering is 
pleasant at all speeds, but it does give something away 
in terms of initial turn-in response and there’s no reach 
adjustment for the wheel. 

The batteries now offer a potential 120 miles or more 
in ideal conditions from a full charge. A real-world 100 
miles should be normal in the summer months. Part of 
this increase comes from a weight reduction of 32kg, 
chopped mainly out of two key drivetrain components. 

That drivetrain has been modified with new torque 
mapping and an extra driving mode, labelled B. It 
increases the ‘engine braking’ effect to closer replicate 
being in a low gear in an internal combustion-engined 
car, increasing the amount of energy the car recuperates 
in the process. 

It’s brilliant for hilly routes, where the energy recu¬ 
perated can be almost as much as the energy you use. 

The top-spec Tekna model driven here really feels like 
a luxurious car, with heated seats even in the back, 
leather upholstery, climate control, an extensive in-car 
systems readout and satnav. The only notable flaws are 
the shiny plastic surrounds for the switches on the door 
panels. 

And yet the price is very reasonable when compared 
to other top-spec cars. You’re getting a very advanced 
thing, with the capacity to recoup 80 per cent of its full 
charge in 30 minutes and to cost you less than £2 for 
every 100 miles you drive. While niggles like the thick, 
awkwardly positioned A-pillars do merit caution, the 
overall impression is hugely positive. At this price, 
maybe now’s the time to consider the Leaf. 


Bumper to bumper 


NISSAN LEAF TEKNA 

Price: £25,490 including batteries, or £20, 490 plus 
battery lease. 

Transmission: Single-speed reducer type automatic 
transmission with selectabl 1.5 seconds 
Range: 124 miles 
Charge time/cost: 80% in 30 minutes. 




www.brindleykia.co.uk 


Kia now open at Tipton 
with fantastic opening offers 


THE NEW PICANTO 

£7,795 u s p av tI£ 1,250 


FROM 

ONLY 


KIA SPORTAGE 

£16,499 save £806 


FROM 

ONLY 




• GREAT SELECTION of approved used cars with 7 year • Courtesy loan cars usually available. 

warranty and low rate finance. . Collection and delivery from your home or workplace. 

• Used cars wanted (up to 5 years old). . while-u-wait appointments. 

SERVICE AND PARTS 

• MOT testing to all makes and models. 

• Kia trained staff. 

• FREE vehicle health check report with every service. 

• Collection and delivery service. 

• FREE wash and vac. 

• Competitive prices with no hidden costs. 

• Large parts availability. 

> Low^ rate, finance. 

available _ 

(KIA) 


Brindley Kia 

85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 


The Power to Surprise 

T. 08444 701532 
T. 08430 221085 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Kia Sportage range are: Urban 26.6 (10.6) - 47.1 (6.0), Extra Urban 
41.5 (6.8) - 58.9 (4.8), Combined 34.4 (8.2) - 54.3 (5.2). CO 2 emissions are 195 -135 g/km; for the Kia Picanto 3-dr range 
are: Urban 39.2 (7.2) - 52.3 (5.4), Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7) - 78.5 (3.6), Combined 50.4 (5.6) - 67.3 (4.2). CO 2 emissions are 

130 — 99 g/km. 7 year/100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty. For terms and exclusions visit kia.co.uk or call us. Price correct at time of going to press and 
specification is subject to change without notice. Subject to availability on vehicles registered before 30 June 2013. Offers not available in conjunction with any 
other offer. Part of the Brindley Garages Group - keeping the West Midlands motoring since 1931. CALLS CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE. 
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Local Specialists; 



AERIALS 


COMPUTERS 


ELECTRICIANS 


GARDENING 


LUKE KINGS AERIALS 

STOURBRIDGE 01384 351949 

FREEPHONE 0800 211 8053 
LUKES MOBILE 07864 590543 


£20 OFF |£10 OFF 

I New Aerial System B OAR DISCOUNT 


YOUR LOCAL AERIAL MAN 

NEW AERIALS From £49 
REPAIRS & TUNING From £29 

AERIALS REMOVED • FREE SAT • FREEVIEW 
FREE HELP & ADVICE OPEN 7 DAYS 


BLINDS & CURTAINS 


Blinds Less 



Top quality blinds 
at budget prices 

"We will beat any like for like quote" 

Local company, full range of blinds 



Call 

01902 500204 / 01384 886162 or 07966 502518 
www.blinds4lessdirect.com 



BLT Blinds 

From £30 A Window 

Hand Made to your requirements. 
Exceptional Quality as Standard 
Wide Choice of top quality fabrics available 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Call Rob 07771 554455 


BUILDERS 


All Trades of Halesowen 

PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
• Roofing • Fencing • Plumbing 
• Electrical • Brickwork 
• UPVC • Guttering • Fascias 
* Gardening • Decorating • Plastering • Skylights 


llout 
1984 

0% Discount for- OAF 
0121 602 6601 
0759 007 6739 


G ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 0rer35yre 

• Roofing experience 

• Landscaping 

• Block paving 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


PJ LEE BUILDERS 


• All Building Work Undertaken 

• Extensions 

• All Roofing Work 

• UPVC Fascias & Windows 


FREE QUOTES 

07769 667248 01384 423625 


CARPENTRY 


SM CARPENTRY & BUILDING 

• Extensions/Canopy’s V 

• loft conversions \ 

• Bathroom and Kitchen RefurbsV^^ 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices ■— 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727 * 07879 681591 


i 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PCI 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


Misted Sealed Units? 

Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 Offc 

Email: quotations® PWB 

blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


DECORATING 



MJD Painter & Decorator 

michaeljdowning@hotmail.co.uk 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes 


No job to small give Mick a 
Call 


Tel:07889923896 




am electrical;- a 

SERVICES » 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And ParTRejvjres / Fuse Boards 
Upgrade's / Shower*/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testing7*S*fety Reports 
CCTV /’BurgulaW|arms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121369 2370 
07785 781652< 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
^Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advent 
Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 
CALL 07860 206713 / 
Q1 21 550 5784 


DIB Electrical Contractors ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All our electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 

T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
M: 0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 

+.- +- 


A~\v, Electrical 

Y Kingswinford Limited 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 


H -hr- 01384.278471 


JAYS ^ WEEK 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: ■ - 


mbelectric. co. uk 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


IBM 


ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

■ Call Dan on: 

mIuseue 01384 263357 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


FENCING 


Grange 


FENCING & 

LANDSCAPING 

Every aspect in landscaping 

• Patios -Brickwalls -Fencing • Turfing 

• Block Paving • Shed Bases • Edgings 

• Specialists in Decking 
For great ideas call for a FREE quote anytime, 
7 days a week. Est. Since 1978 

CaNN: 01384 824089 / 07889 017996 



GREEN LEAVES 
ENSERVIC 



SPECIAL RATES FOR O.A.P S 


For a free quote 

call 0770 3381 241 • 0121 602 0157 


Fencing & Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


013M 242891 or 07970 300SS6 


l_B f encing 



r types of quality 
fencing supplied 
” & erected 

Pius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


GARAGE DOORS 



J P GARDEN 
SERVICES 

• GRASS CUTTING 

• HEDGES TRIMMED OR 
REMOVED 

• JET WASHING & 

ODD JOBS 

GOOD RATES, FREE QUOTES 

CALL PHIL: 0796 830 8750 


r<' . 


L M S. 
GARAGE DOORjl 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs] 

For a free survey and! 
quote calflf___ 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


Elegant 
Stairs * 



Tree Services 


* A Good reliable service, 

»A Name you can trust 
► All areas covered 
So don’t delay phone today 
for a free quotation 


Garden Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to 
decking and 
fencing 


Quality Stairparts / 
supplied & fitted/^ 
by mature 
craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


GARDENING 


The Grass Guru 

Grass Cutting & Garden Services 
Call Scott now for a free quote 

07927880283 
01214232692 



IRONING SERVICES 


BOARD STIFF.. OF IRONING 

Pick up / Drop Off - Same Day 

CALL STEPHANIE 

Washing Services Available 

20% DISCOUNT 
WITH THIS ADVERT 

0121 602 5601 / 07897 370^ 

stephanie.ctlr@googlemail.com f 

COMPETITIVE RATES 



To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers.... 

n 

Call us on... 

01384 353227 A 

E-mail us at... ^ 

Y^k r.cooper@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake I 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 0QB Jk 
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KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


PAVING 


The Tradesman 

DESIGN, SUPPLY & INSTALL OR FIT ONLY 

♦ Bathrooms ♦ Kitchens ♦ Plumbing Repairs 
♦ Tiling & Household Repairs ♦ Property Maintenance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Best for price and service, call Bob on 

01384 288013 or 07966 362888 






poverty 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


m 


CZEKHS H5 BETS ESP 

• Carpentry • Plumbing • Tiling 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

• Laminate Flooring • Plastering 

• Decking • Fencing 
• Brickwork & Alterations 
• Extensions 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

For a FREE no obligation 
quote call Wayne on 

T; 01384 572628 
M; 07973 855569 


LOFT LADDERS 


The LoFt Ladder man? 

Loft Ladders £120 

fitted from inclusive 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Terry on 

07595 584 565 or 
01384 833025 



MOTORING ACCESSORIES 


MOT 


with this advert 

E RE-TEST 


Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Goltl Cue Snooker dub), Blackheatti, 065 OU 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


0 


EES3E> 


mpimms 


t 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


FORD SPARES 
& REPAIRS 

Independent dealer of 
new and used Ford parts 

SAVE £'S AGAINST 
DEALER PRICES 
All repair work & MOT failures 

Tel: 0121-559-7625 
Mob: 07785 724167 
Unit 9, Powke Lane 
Industrial Estate 
Powke Lane, Rowley 
Regis B65 OAH 


T 




AN 


7 types of plastering wt 
B IMHftli Tbl 
MIR 30 WM EXPERIENCE 


Call us on 01384 622466 
r 07 17 -8 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


(■phi 


HOUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs est^ 
e Supply and fit or fit only 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 

V. www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



ft) 

W&l i 


Gtowwrm Axtastw 




Mm 


safe 

208822 


■ FULL CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS 

■ BOILER CHANGES AND CONVERSIONS 

■ COOKERS AND FIRES FITTED 

■ 3D DESIGN AND INSTALLATION OF BATHROOMS 

■ LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS 

■ WORCESTER BOSCH ACCREDITED INSTALLER 

Call 01216021690 • 07967138579 


Gas Heating Services 


Office 52A, Summer Hill, Halesowen 

(opposite Wilkinson) 

• Central Heating • Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 

• Gas Appliance Servicing 

• Boiler Maintenance & Repairs 

• Specialists in Combination Boilers 

• Fully Trained Engineers 

• Family Run Business FREE 

drilMHM QUOTES | 




^lORCESTER 

Accredited 

Installer 

Plumbing, Heating, Gas Fires, 
Fireplaces, Full Bathrooms 

• Service, Repair and Installations 
24 years experience - ex British Gas 
Glow Worm accredited installer 

www.ppsplumbingheating.co.uk 
0121 422 9767 
07810 122846 

Hurst Green, Halesowen 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 


All General Plumbing Undertaken 

) •Bathrooms Suites 
^ • [ \ • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
J • Outside Taps Fitted 
A • Leaks Repaired 
* • PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


Call Richard: 07902 557 496 


. Kni g ht Gas 

* Heating & Plumbing 

Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 A 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas - 




KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


nan 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 




PAVING 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 



DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



ROOFING 


SOLUTIONS 

(Roofing Limited) 

All Aspects of Roofing 

• Flat Roofing Systems • Slating • Tiling 

• Chimneys • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Guttering 

• Industrial & Domestic • Full Liability Insured 

• All work guaranteed • Free Quotes 

Ron Drysdale: 

07973 302 580 Daytime 
0121 550 0437 Evening 



Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 Mobile:07584 070 475 
www.gassafei .com 


PAWN BROKING 

a 


PAWNBROKERS 
& GOLDBUYERS 

WE LOAN CASH AGAINST 
YOUR JEWELLERY & SILVER 

WATCHES A SPECIALITY 



Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07885 575865 




Roofing Contractors 


Est 30 Years 

Spedal Offer High performance flat roofing 
25 year Guarantee 

Fibre Glass Roofing, Re-Roofing, Slating UPVC Fascias, 
Gutters cleared £ 15 Repairs £ 15 

Prevent Damp in Lofts, Vents fitted £50 
Free Estimates 

TEL:01384-566752 / 07773-001859 


Rex Johnson & Sons 


Three generations of family jewellers 

Visit our experts at 14 Birdcage Walk, Dudley 


SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


MOD 





Slating, Tiling New Ms, Flat Ms, Chimneys, 
Guttehng Nidges, Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES‘FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

® 0121 4201582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947839451 


nnR’Q r^n 

| HUD O | 20YEARS 

RUBBISH 

■a CHEAP RUBBISH 
| REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

_ Small Jobs 

I NO PROBLEM 

■u We load, 

1 No Skips 
| Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
I Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

>0121 500 6033 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Re-uohofstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 


No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

= Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
\or0121 561 2344 evenings after ( 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


TILING 





Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservator 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 
Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call lan on 
01384 412796 Or 07890 894631 



ROOFINE SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 



Local 

Specialists 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


All Work Guafl 
(01384) 869605 
07754 676336/07950 659668 


Visit our website www.Jine-linepaving.co.uk 


R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 
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Lost & Found 


LOST 

AFRICAN GREY PARROT 

On May 17, in the Wombourne 
area. 

Any information please 
contact 

07989 292521. 



PRIMROSE/LIM 


Mostly white with tabby 
patches, small, probably very 
thin now, lost from Jeffcock 
Road, WV3 7AF, May 8. 

Has protruding jaw, missing 
tooth and is very timid. 


Call 07504 254180. 


LOSTNLarge, black, male cat, 
from Riverside Way, Coven, on 
May 5. No collar. 01902 790662. 

LOSTNMay 13, 2013, Yorkshire 
Terrier, small, black/light tan, 
female, B62/Halesowen area. If 
found contact 07756 367236. 


MISSING FEMALE CAT 

(Lana), 5 years old, semi long 
haired, black and white, 
wearing red collar, gold name 
tag, microchipped, missing 
since Sunday, May 12. 
Please contact Lee on 
07932 245132. 





2 


Leisure 

Time 



QUICKSILVER 13FT DORY 2010, 
Tohatsu lOhp, 4 stroke with trailer, 
as new £2,875. 01902 791367 / 
07967 897811. 



ALL VERY OLD BIKES WANTED 

Penny Farthing, Butchers, Rod 
brake, Tandem etc. 07930 949337 
/ 01384 484309. 



CONWAY CLASSIC Trailer Tent 
and awning, with cooker, grill, sink, 
etc, superb value, £575. 

Telephone 01384 823449. 

OUTWELL MONTANA 6 with foot¬ 
print and carpet, used twice, £300. 
01902 401456. 


AFTERNOON SATURDAY 
B00TSALE 

12 noon (sellers from 10am). 
B4176 Rabbit Run by Folly Pub, 
between Dudley & Telford. 
www.bestbootsales.com 
07890 267041. 


BEST EVERY 
SATURDAY BOOTSALE 

8am-2pm 

Also Open Bank Holiday Monday’s! 
B4176 Rabbit Run, by Chesterton Golf Course, 
between Dudley & Telford, WV15 5LR. 
www.bestbootsales.com 
07890 267041 


BEST WEDNESDAY 
BOOTSALE 

10am-2pm. 

IvyHouse Farm, A461, Spring Hill, 
Muckley Corner, between Walsall 
& Lichfield, WS14 OBX. 
www.bestbootsales.com 

07890 267041 . 


BIGGEST BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 



For items up to £250 

VISIT: 


www.expressandStar.com/ 

bookanad 


Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


▼ Place an advert 


© 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 

k 

L_ 

In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm 

Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 4pm 

Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


MAMAS & PAPAS cotbed, ward¬ 
robe, changing station, blanket box, 
shelf, bedding, bed guard. £400, 
free delivery. 01902 750553. 

HMana 

HALESOWEN TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 



BROOKES STAIRLIFT 4 months 
old, as new, can be seen working. 
Cradley Heath area. £700. 

07801 613185. 

FOOT ABLE - Struggling to reach 
your toe nails? Call for a home visit, 
07846 326801 - NHS reg. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


MOBILITY SCOOTER, Brittania 
scooter, used only once. 4 wheels, 
folds for transporting, £300 ono. 
01543 877185. 

MOBILITY SCOOTER, electric 
hoist, spare battery, puncture proof 

^i r 6528 PriCe negotiable ’ 01922 

MOBILITY SCOOTER, good condi¬ 
tion, four wheel, absolute bargain, 
£350. 07455 671414 

MOBILITY SCOOTER, Pride Go Go 
Elite. Dismantles easily. Great con¬ 
dition. Four wheels. £300. 01384 
822991. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Top of the range Rascal 650 
road legal scooter, includes full 
warranty and free delivery. Full 
suspension, 24 mile range, 
6mph, superb! 

£695 ono. 

07718 089131. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £450. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397 / 07897 
273617 


8am-2pm. 

64176 Rabbit Run, by T.F.M., between 
Dudley & Telford, WV15 5LR. 
MASSIVE ATTENDANCE 
www.bestbootsales.com 
07890 267041 ■ 


BIGGEST EVERY 
SUNDAY BOOT SALE 
IN STAFFORDSHIRE 
ALSO OPEN BANK 
HOLIDAY MONDAY 
(Special Bank Holiday Monday 
price of only £5 car or van) 

10am-2pm, Cocksparrow Lane, 
off A34, Huntington, Cannock, 
WS12 4PB. 

www.bestbootsales.com 

07890 267041 


SUPER EVERY 
SATURDAY 
BOOT SALE 

10am - 2pm 

Now at Barracks Lane, off A461 
& A5, Walsall Wood, between 
Lichfield & Walsall, WS9 9DL 
www.bestbootsales.com 


07890 267041 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK 

- Near Ludlow - 

35x12ft caravans from £10,000 
Golf, Bowls, Club.Why go Further? 

01584 823433 

www.bcpark.co.uk 

ATLAS MIRAGE 
STATIC CARAVAN 

2005, 2 bedroom, 28ft x 10ft. 
Ground rent paid until April 
2014. 

Insulated, decked out as well. 
Sited on Saltmarshe Caravan 
Leisure Park, Bromyard, 
big club with good entertain¬ 
ment, kids play area and shop. 
£ 8 , 000 . 

Sale due to ill health. 

01384 457219 or 07923 
191378. 


AVONDALE CLASSIC 
25 EAGLE 

1998, 18ft, 4-berth, L shaped 
lounge, rear bathroom, sepa¬ 
rate shower and toilet, full oven 
and cooker, blow air and 
heating, fly screens and blinds. 
£2,450 o.n.o. 

07973 735809. 


AWNING NR STERLING, for 17ft 
van, very good condition, used 3 
times, £120 o.n.o. 07766 838714. 


BAILEY MARU 

2 berth, end kitchen, hob/grill, 
oven, fridge, toilet, water 
heater, porch awning and other 
extras, genuine reason for sale. 

£1,500 ono. 

Telephone 01384 873675. 


BAILEY RANGER 460 2-berth, 
exceptional condition, advise 
viewing. Motor mover, £3,650. 
01384 354079 / 07790 332476. 



CARAVAN AWNING 


CARPET 

Riviera St Tropez porch 
awning, silver / charcoal, 
250cm x 230cm. 

£75. 

Towsure awning, size 10, 
864cm x 300cm, extra depth 
with standard annex for 
bedroom. 

£ 100 . 

01384 400392. 


COACHMAN GENIUS 460/2 

1996, two berth, end wash¬ 
room, new awning, many other 
extras, too many to list. Every¬ 
thing you neea ready to go. 
Priced for quick sale. 
£1,600 ono. 

01384 560432. 


COMPASS RALLYE 460/2 
GTE 

1996, CRIS registered, full 
working order, end bathroom, 
blow air heating, Alko hitch and 
wheel clamp, new tyres, com¬ 
plete with Isabella full awning 
with fibre glass poles, sun 
canopy and porch awning, 
water containers, battery plus 
many more extras included in 
price. 

Ready to go. 

£1,950 ono. 

07956 565558. 


DANBURY SUNCHASER 
MOTORHOME 

2006 Fiat Ducato Diesel, in all 
round excellent condition, com- 

K lete with Fiamma sun awning, 
ot water system, cassette 
toilet, 12v and mains electrics, 
fridge, oven and hob. Well 
maintained with low mileage 
(23,400), serviced April, MoT 
Oct, tax Sept, comfortable to 
drive with 4 front facing seats 
with belts, 2 single berths. 
£16,995. 

01694 771894. 


DOREMA EXCLUSIVE 
AWNING 

875cm-900cm green and grey 
with fibre glass frame,quickfock 
pads, zip out panels,used 3 
times. 

£275 ono. 

01902 606801. 


ELDDIS HURRICANE 

Top of the range, 1997, 
2-berth, hob, griff and oven, 
3-way fridge, shower, cassette 
toilet, H/C water, flyscreens / 
blinds, 

blowair heating, awning, 
extras, 

excellent condition, 

£1,600 ono 
07918 805817. 


ELDDIS MISTRAL 

1997,2 berth, fitted with remote 
control mover, quality awning, 
shower room, CH, full cooker 
and fridge, excellent condition. 

Reduced to £2,750 ono. 
01299 210602 or 07875 
227105. 



ELDDIS SCEPTOR 5 


BERTH, TOURING 
CARAVAN 

2002 plus full awning with 
annex and porch awning, aqua 
rolls and waste master, many 
other extras, immaculate condi¬ 
tion, one owner, must be seen. 

£4,000 

01902 829872. 


FLEETWOOD Colchester 470 
EB 2-berth new, 2004, first 
used 2005, fitted with power 
mover, 2 awnings, plus many 
extras, serviced annually by 
approved dealer, 1 owner, non 
smokers, £5,000. 

01746 767536 - 07958 293958 


FORD TRANSIT motorhome con¬ 
version, 54 plate, 12 months MoT, 
tax, clean condition, £4,500. 01902 
269084 or 07584 649334. 


HOBBY 645 CARAVAN 

Vip, 201 1, 23ft twin axle, 
fixed bed, good clean 
condition, 

£10,500 ono. 

07970 435580 (day) 
or 

01952 461412 (evenings). 
IMAGE 2 BERTH CARAVAN 

1993, manual included, immac¬ 
ulate throughout, digital power 
mover, many extras including 
awning and Sky TV. 

£1,500. 

Telephone 01562 741185 
or 07970 944463. 


KAMPA RALLY Air Awning 390, 
inflatable with pump plus rear up 
right pole set, used once £525 
01902 733104 / 07802 693262. 

SNAKEMASTER STABILISER 
complete, £35. Porch awning 
excellent, £60. 01902 780666. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

35ft x 12ft, sleeps six, excellent 
condition, quiet site in Mid 
Wales, lovely views, large 
corner plot with 2 sheds, 2 
fishing pools, fees paid for 
2013. £8,000 ono. 

01562 825825/07714 
771740. 


STERLING EUROPA 460NT 

2 berth, 1998, awning, motor 
mover, blinds fly screens, large 
washroom with shower, cooker 
fridge fire, easy towing. 

07901 656043. 



STIRLING ECCLES 


OPAL TOURING CARAVAN 

2008, island bed, large shower 
room, loose carpets, CD player, 
roof windows, 

electronic control unit, excellent 
condition, all extras, 

£8,550. 

01299 271064. 


SWIFT CHALLENGER 360/2 SE 

14ft delux, CRIS reg, DG, shower, 
cassette toilet, Braacot awning as 
new £1,500.01902 780761. 

TRIO Sport acrylic awning 0975/18, 
glass fibre frame, cost £650, as 
new, £250. 01384 254530. 


VW HOLDSWORTH 
AUTOSLEEPER 

2000cc, 1997/8, bodywork 
needs slight attention, 
interior excellent condition, 

£9,500. 

07902 901763 or 01562 
631967. 


WILLERBY LINDHURST 

37x12. 2 bed, DG, CH. 

Excellent condition 

throughout, 

£10,750. 

Beautifully located in Mid 
Wales. 

All site fees included. 

07522 2 83438 or 01686 
413540. 



WILLERBY RIO GOLD 


New, 28 x 12, 2 bed, DG, CH, 
galvanised chassis, 

connected to services, real 
quality caravan, all Manufactur¬ 
ers warranties, sited at Sand 
Bay, coastal Somerset Village, 
Family owned and dog friendly 
park by the sea. 
Excellent buy. Genuine sale. 
Bargain £24,750. ono. 

07801 734823 or 01934 
412680. 



All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 

TOURING CARAVAN wanted, will 
pay up to £300. 

Anything considered. 

Telephone 07980 365757. 



FLY FISHING rods, reels, lines and 
accessories, £110 each. 01384 
252926. 


THREE FLY FISHING RODS 

WF7-8, reels and numerous 
spare spools, with line, flymak¬ 
ing equipment including flies, 
must be seen. 

Sensible offers. 
Telephone 01562 741185 
or 07970 944463. 




clothing alterations 


f Clothing Alterations 

For Ladies and Gents 

r 



Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 
9.30am - 4.00pm 

21 Upper High Street 
Cradley Heath B64 5HX 
01384 826626 
30 High Street, Halesowen, 
B63 3BB 

0121 585 0890 


THREE-PIECE SUITE, three, two 
and one seater. Excellent quality 
and condition. Gold and blue. £400 
ono. 07717 217637. 


KEYBOARD PLAYER/Vocalist for 

50s to 80s covers band. 

Phone Lew on 07785 771404. 


MUSIC CD’S, R and B, hip-hop, soul 
etc. 1500, £1 each or £1,500 the lot. 
Telephone 07950 744927. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 
_/bookanad_ 

TUNTURI R170 ROWING 
MACHINE 

Excellent condition, complete 
with manual, very little use, cost 
over £600 new. 

accept £250. 
Telephone 01562 741185 
or 07970 944463. 


VIBRO POWER exercise machine 
for sale, with DVD, only 4 months 
Old, £100 ono. Call 0121 557 3226. 



NEW QUAY Wales. Pet friendly, 
chalets from 225pw. Also lodges 
available. Call 01545 580 239 
woodlandsnewquay.co.uk 



BIGGEST 

SUNDAY MARKET 
IN THE MIDLANDS 

Go Karts, Giant Slide, Roundabout, 
Bouncy Castle 
Bescot Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 
Stall Hire Available From £21 


I \ 
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Home & 
Services 



BIBLES, 1919, 1933, 1953, 1976. 
Also Whitney’s edition, 1928. 
01902 847098. 


WANTED BY COLLECTOR All mili- 
taria and military related items, 
single or full. Very good prices paid. 
Will collect. 07592 290155. 



ABSOLUTE BARGAIN, two stress- 
less armchairs and footstools in 
burgundy leather, £500. 

Telephone 01902 608189. 


CORNER CUPBOARD Mediaeval/ 
Gothic style, solid oak, hand 
carved, wall hung, h37ins x w20ins, 
£475. 01902 843297. 

DRESSING TABLE, six drawers, 
white, 5ft wide x 18in deep x 25” 
high, lovely condition, £75. 01902 
331949. 


TEAK EXTENDING dining table, 6 
chairs plus free matching wall units, 
in good condition, £200 ono. 01543 
503477. 



CAST IRON PIONEER MANGLE, 

powder coated, working, excellent 
condition, £150. 01384 271201. 


LAWNMOWER WEBB 17in cylinder 
machine, good working order, £50. 
01902 755569. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

CORRUGATED roofing sheets. 
Also tile effect/box profile curved 
and z purlins. Hornsey Steels 
01547 530419 

CRICUT DIE CUTTING MACHINE, 

cartridges and accessories, cuts 
out shapes and names, £180 ono. 
01902 498366. 


LOOKING FOR STOCK OR JUST A 
MID WEEK MOOCH? Visit us at 
The Reclamation Centre, Two 
Woods Lane, Brierley Hill, DY5 
1TA. Indoor and next to Merryhill 
Shopping Centre. Open Mon-Sat. 
Find us on Facebookl 


TRAILER, 2.4 x 1.35 trailer, 4 
wheels, back ramp, electrics, spare 
wheel and winch, £650. 

01902 883829. 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 



ALL TOYS CARS/LORRIES 
WANTED 

BEST PRICES PAID 

All conditions 

*Dinky* *Corgi* *Spot-on* 
*Britains and Airfix* 
*Mamod / Wilesco Steam 
Engines* 

*Scalextric Pre 1970’s 
Tri-ang, cars or 
complete sets.* 

*Old Enamel Advertising 
Signs* 

*Pre 1970 Annuals wanted, 
Beano, Dandy, etc* 

01902 745598 
or 07984 159571 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID. 


ALL DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 721707 
or 07976 691563. 
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L200, 1.8cc, 2005, SWB, turbo 
diesel van, 170k, light use only, 
new MoT and new tax, lots of 
service history, side loader R/C, 

£1,850 o.n.o. 

07785 986066. 


HONDA CIVIC SE AUTO 1.6 

3Dr hatchback, petrol, 05 Reg, 
genuine low miles 14,000, 
metallic silver, full MoT, 5 
months tax. 

Excellent condition. 
£4,395. 

01384 357924 or 07910 
535450. 


HONDA JAZZ 1.4 03 reg, Hondafsh, 
only 33k, tax March 14, MoT Feb 
14, genuine reason for sale, £2,575 
ono. Call 07543 481453. 

HONDA JAZZ 1.4CC, 2002, 
genuine 53,000 miles, 1 previous 
owner, silver, abs, e/w, e/m, a/c, 
pas, tax and MoT, 5 door, £1,995 
ono. 01922 446695. 

HYUNDAI ilO 5Dr, one owner from 
new, October 2010, 13,500 miles, 
full tax, £5,000 o.n.o. 01902 
687309. 


4X4 


HYUNDAI TUCSON 4x4 

2008, excellent condition, 
11 months MoT, fsh, 41,000 
miles, top range, tax, 

£7,950 ono. 
07864162282. 


HYUNDAI TUCSON 4x4, 2008, 
excellent condition, 11 months 
MoT, fsh, 41,000 miles, top range, 
tax, £7,950 ono. 07864 162282. 

KIA CARENS GS, 2009, silver, fsh, 
under 22,000 miles, tax, MoT, a/c, 
reversing sensors, £4,995 ono. 

01299 826095. 


LAND ROVER MILITARY 
LIGHTWEIGHT 2.3 


petrol, swb, 1978 model first 
registered 1988,6 months MoT, 
hard top, rear seats, loads of 
new parts and panels, good 
runner. 


£1,995 ono. 01384 221545. 


★ LDV MAXUS 2.5cc, swb, 
2005, 89,000 miles, white, 
MoT, central locking, 
diesel, tax, stereo, £2,000 
ono. 01384 401691. 


MAZDA MX5 ROADSTER MK2, 

1999, MoT April 2014, immaculate, 
B.R.G, serviced/garaged, £2,100. 
0121 384 7888. 

MERCEDES CLK 220 diesel, 
Coupe, black, 2007, 49,000 miles, 
12 months MoT, 3 months tax, 
£7,350 ono. 07762 227220. 
MERCEDES VITO Van, 2002, red, 
MoT, pas, diesel, tax, alloys, CD, 
swb, £2,500 ono. 07957 758434. 
MGB CLASSIC ROADSTER lovely 
condition, £5,200. 


MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 
EQUIPPE Dl D 

3.2 diesel. 4/4 jeep, 05 plate, 
silver, top of the range, short 
wheel base, 3 door, Tull MoT, 
four months tax, in very good 
condition, 

£6,500 ono. 

07973 524477. 

NISSAN QASHQAI Grey, 42,000 
miles, full MoT, must sell. 

£9,500 ono. 

Telephone 01384 392260. 



PEUGEOT 206CC 

2004, black / red leather inte¬ 
rior, air con, alloys, CD, central 
locking, MoT May 2014, good 
condition. 

£2,295 ono 
07908 363851. 



2008, 21,800 miles, red, 
abs, electric windows, air 
bag, air con, fsh, alarm, 12 
months MoT, tax, CD, Ipod con¬ 
nectivity, ideal first car. 

£3,800 ono. 

07810 508511. 


PEUGEOT 307 

2.0 HDi sport convertible, 
diesel, 55 plate, tax, MoT, fully 
loaded built in sat nav, phone 
trip computer, 84,000 miles, 
gold, nice car. 

£5,200 

07594 475648 

★ PEUGEOT 307CC Cabrio¬ 
let, 2005, 72k miles, diablo 
red, MoT, tax, leather inte¬ 
rior, priced to sell, £3,599 
ono. 07970 606555. 


RENAULT KANGO 2007 van, silver, 
1.5 DCi, MoT, tax, SH, average 
miles, excellent condition, £2,600 
ovno. 07563 326824. 


SUZUKI JIMNY 02 

2004,20,000 miles, red, electric 
windows, air bag, fsh, MoT, 
central locking, pas, tax, stereo, 
CD, petrol, soft top. 

£2,800 ono. 

07885 218425. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN 1.7 
CDTI 

12 months tax and MoT, 
60,000k, one owner, 2007 (57) 

£4,100 ono. 

07790 637285 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2, black, 54 
plate, 48,000 miles, MoT till Feb 
2014.Excellent condition. £2,100. 
01902 678880 or 07906 733907. 



VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 

CDTI, diesel, five door, 
2009/09, 57,000 miles, FSH, 
new MoT, £30 pounds per year 
road tax, 50+ MPG, air con, 
E/W, 2 keys, one former 
keeper, HPI clear, looks and 
drives lovely. 

£4,995 ono. 

01902 756221 


VW POLO SE, 

1.4 Tdi, 2006, 125,000 miles, 
FSH, MoT’d until April 1,2014, 
taxed Nov 13, air con, electric 
mirrors etc. Very clean condi¬ 
tion, 70 miles per gallon, 
bargain at £2,600. 

07706 585735. 



BMA1 


years 


A wide range of quality cars 
from £700 - £1500. 

Full MOTs and Warranties. 
Major Credit Cards accepted. 


OPEN EVERY DAY INCLUDING 
BANK HOLIDAYS 


www.bmamotors.co.uk 

01902 490555 

Dale St Bilston WV14 7JY 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CHRYSLER NEON 2.0, 2003, 
100,000 miles, silver, MoT, leather 
interior, petrol, £850. 

07843 306447. 


DAEWOO MATIZ 53 reg, 800CC, 
red, excellent condition, MoT Jan, 
tax, PAS, EW, CL, 39k miles, 
£1,395 ono. 07976 849157. 

DAEWOO MATIZ 850CC, 2000, MoT 
Aug, Taxed, 46,000 miles, good all 
round condition. £495. 07932 
061345. 

FIAT MAREA TD diesel estate, tax 
and MoT, runs and starts great, 
£450. 07818 815444. 

FORD FIESTA 1.2 2001, red, 3dr, 
36,000 miles, MoT Oct, tax June, 
ideal 1st car, reliable, economical 
£1,150. 01902 897687. 

FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.25, 
1999, 5 door, 9 months tax, 3 
months MoT, 84k, fsh, air con, 
£600. 07934 278679. 


FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDDi, 2003, 
Metallic Blue, full MoT, alloys, new 
tyres, 120k, very good condition. 
£1,250. 07821 304329. 



FORD MAVERICK 2.7 TD 
4X4 SWB 

1994. Excellent condition. 
Metallic blue. Tow bar. Alloys. 
Spot lights. 

Electric windows/sunroof. 
Central locking. Service history. 
Very reliable. 

12 months MoT. 5 months Tax. 
Two owners from new. 

£900. 

07818 001004. 


HONDA EXCLUSIVE 2001, tax and 
MoT, beautiful car, immaculate 
condition, first to see will buy, 
£1,050 ono. 01902 826997. 

KIA PRIMA P reg, 1200cc, green, 10 
months MoT, no tax, brilliant condi¬ 
tion in and out £495. 

01902 566032. 

KIA SPORTAGE 4X4, R reg, metal¬ 
lic blue, 65,662 genuine miles, lady 
owner, very good condition, £1,000 
ono. 07941 470798. 


NISSAN ALMERA TINO, tax and 

MoT’d, burgundy, very good 
condition, £550 ono. 01384 5^7286 
or 07783 031566. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 16v, 2004, 3 
door, rc/l, pas, s/r, metallic paint, 
alloys, MoT August, tax July. 
£1,400 ono. 07922 157899. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2,1998, red, long 
MoT, tax, new exhaust, battery, 
discs, £600 ono. 

01384 443698. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 2002, 65,000 
miles, MoT, tax, e/w, e/m, s/r, new 
exhaust, £995 ono. 01902 653099. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 
DYNAMIQUE 

05/54 plate, red, 70,000 miles, 
ideal 1st car, sporty looks, fsh, 
new cambelt, MoT April 2014. 

£1,400 ono. 

Telephone 07790 876144. 


RENAULT MEGANE Scenic 
1.9DCi, 02, electric windows, air 
con, sunroof, leather interior, MoT 
March, paper work for repairs. 
£1,495. 07956 558434 
RENAULT SCENIC 1.6, petrol, 04 
reg, 12 months MoT, new cambelt, 

8 ood condition, £1,395. Telephone 
7967 220306. 


ROVER 220 diesel, 11 months MoT, 
taxed, T reg, stereo, C/L, PAS, eco¬ 
nomical, 5dr, E/W, £475. 07794 
965635. 

ROVER 25 1.4, 2001,5 door, silver, 
68,000 miles, e/w, e/s, 6 months tax 
and MoT, good condition, £695. 
0121 585 6689. 

ROVER 25, 2001, 53,000 miles, 
gold, long MoT, tax, 2 owners both 
family members. £450 ono. 

01902 661331. 


ROVER 420 2.0, 1993, MoT, tax, 
PAS, alloys, clean, reliable, tow 
bar, £375 ono. 07917 147032. 

ROVER MG ZR 1.4 2003 bubble, 
tax, MoT, 76k, crack at bottom of 
screen, £475. 07870 480713. 


TOYOTA COROLLA 2.0DXL, 5 

door, diesel, 1993, 73k miles, MoT 
April 2014, private plate, service 
history, central locking, vgc, £675 
ono. 07876 455367. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 LS, X reg, 
98k, dark red, MoT Sept, used 
daily, £600 ono. 07790 438029 o 
01384 457686. 



MORRIS MINOR 1968, tax exempt, 
2 months MoT, blue, reliable, £950 
ono. 07596 213050. 


ASTRA VAN CDTi, 1.7 diesel, 54 
plate, 12 months MoT, towbar, tax 
end of August, 5 seater, £1,150 
ono. Call 01384 410594. 

LDV 2.4 CONVOY Dropside Pick¬ 
up, 2004, 84k, 12 months MoT, tax 
October, £2,100. 07989 802756. 

PEUGEOT PARTNER van, 1.9 
diesel, 1998, 198,000, MoT / tax 
Nov, very reliable, smart interior. 
£850. 07970 659149. 

VAUXHALL COMBO 1.4i petrol, M 
reg, MoT November, good condi¬ 
tion for year 68k, £450 ono. 

01384 287217 or 07885 330755. 

VAUXHALL COMBO CDTi 2009, 
1300cc, £2,999 private sale. 

07723 501209. 

VAUXHALL COMBO VAN 07 Reg, 
good condition, 1.7 diesel, 12 
months MoT, £2,995. 

07891 895694. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



BAOTION CITY BIKE, 60 reg., 
125cc, big wheel scooter, 500 
miles, as new, £900 o.n.o. 0121 
544 6561. 

BMW K100 1987, good condition 
with BMW luggage, 12 months 
MoT, 6 months tax, £800 ono. 

Telephone 01902 491707. 

HONDA 91 CDR THOUSAND S, 
very good condition, £800 ono. 
Telephone 07708 877008. 


★ MATCHLESS G9 500, 

1956, 500cc, twin, restora¬ 
tion completed, 2012, free 
tax and MoT. Easy start 
and rides well. £4,250 ono. 
07522 802562. 



55 Reg, blue, top box, alarm, 
18,100 miles, 12 months MoT, 
short tax. 

Very good condition. 

£2,500 o.n.o. 

Tipton 0121 556 7452. 


★ SUZUKI GSX 650F, black 
and silver, Sept 08, 2,500 
miles approx, 2 keys, data 
tagged, dry riding, R&G 
protectors, immaculate, 
£3,000. 07787 596780. 


SUZUKI GSXR 1000 K6 10k, 12 
months tax, 6 months MoT, blue 
and white, excellent condition. 
£5,000 o.n.o. 07876 453448. 


TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 60 
LIMITED EDITION 

2010, 2,500 dry miles, never 
been in rain, as new condition, 
with screen and gel pad seat. 
£4,750 firm. 

07813 163294 or 01902 
736500. 



TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 


Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


1st CHOICE 


I TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 



The British Grand Prix 

Day excursion departing June 30 

FROM £199 95 



Few sporting occasions match the intensity, glamour 
and drama of the Formula 1 British Grand Prix, and 
whether you are a wide-eyed first timer or seasoned 
veteran the experience is breathtaking. 

The British Grand Prix is the oldest race in the 
Formula 1 calendar, reaching its 63rd anniversary 
in 2013. Originally a Second World War airfield, 
Silverstone has hosted the race regularly since 1950 
and is famous for being one of the fastest and most 
challenging tracks on the FI calendar. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return coach travel 

• An early start to arrive at Silverstone for 6.30am 

• One-day General Admission ticket (upgrades offered) 

• Services of a coach driver/tour representative 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), or go to 
expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for terms and conditions. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 



LANDROVER 16” wheels and 5 
tyres all almost new. £425 ono.Tow 
bar to suit Transit Van, 3 months 
Old, £110. 01902 843652. 


11 

Personals 



ATTRACTIVE STRAIGHT 
FEMALE 

Seeks similar, (35+). 

For occasional nights out. 
Wolverhampton and it’s 
surrounding areas. 
Varied interests including 
music, walking, eating out, etc. 
Box Number PI 8559, 
Express and Star, 


GENTLEMAN 55 

With slight disablement. 
WLTM lady 35-60, with nice 
personality, 

(as this goes a long way) 
disabled welcomed. 

I’m Friendly, of good 
personality, 5ft 10, with own 
house and car. 

Fun / long term relationship 
sought. 

Telephone number and photo 
appreciated (will return). 
Any nationality may apply. 

Box Number PI 8567, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


NICE EASYGOING 
ATTRACTIVE SLIM LADY IN 
50’S 

Would like to meet a nice non 
smoking, tallish gent about 
same age, for a nice 
friendship, relationship maybe. 

Enjoys, theatre, cinema, music, 
eating in and out. 


MERCEDES E220 COUPE, spares 
or repair, light damage, parts to 
complete, £600 ono. 

0121 601 2599. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 



Local 

information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


BORED LADY 61 


WLTM Gentleman aged 60 - 63 
for friendship, good company, 
days out and other interests. 
Must have GSOH ! 

Car owner preferred. 
Wolverhampton area. 

Box Number PI 8562, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet Adult Fun! 
Call 08444 484021 for full details. 
Discretion assured! 


MALE, 75 

None smoker, solvent, local to 
Wolves WLTM local lady for 
outings, holidays and 
friendship to start. Would previ¬ 
ous replies please reply again 
as letters lost. 

Box Number PI 8575 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Genuine replies only, photo 
appreciated, will be returned. 

Box Number PI 8565, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



CRESSWELL WANDERERS 
FC 

PLAYERS REQUIRED FOR 
2013/14 SEASON! 

Please contact managers 
below and come along to 
weekly training provided 
throughout the summer. 

UlO’s (all positions) 
Dave 07708 710574 
U12’s (all positions) 
Steve 07837 489839 
U13’s (all positions) 

Lee 07768 869703 
U15’s (Goalkeeper) 

Mike 07725 470887 
Also Mini Soccer Managers 
required, call Ronnie on 
07717 677627. 



We are now recruiting players in 
all of our age groups, ready for 
next Season. 


Current Under 8’s, Under 9’s, 
Under 10’s, Under 12’s, Under 
13’s, Under 15’s and our mini 
kickers. 

For more information contact 
Andy 



YOUNG BUCKS FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 

Fun football coaching 
sessions for children aged 2-5, 
Sunday morning at 
Brownhills School, Walsall. 
All FA / First Aid Qualified and 
CRB checked coaches. 

For more info call Chris 
07746 781500. 01902 741189. 
c.buckard@youngbucks 
football.co.uk 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


# 

SEEKING NEWS OF S 
STEPHENSON 

Attended Gilbert Claughton 
School, had Brother Louis and 
lived in a Crescent off Dudley 
Road, Tipton. Father employed 
by British Rail. She was a Chef 
at a boys school in 1950’s and 
attended Wedding August 29, 
1959, All Saints Church, 
Sedgley. 

Box Number PI 8577 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 

* —* . 






£ 19.50 




FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


*SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 
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Battling 
Jack just 
misses 
final spot 

WEDNESBURY ABC’s Jack 
Wood just failed to make the 
junior ABA national finals, 
writes Craig Birch. 

Wood suffered a majority 
points loss at Great Barr 
Leisure Centre despite a 
valiant effort against his 
nemesis, Luke McCormack, 
from Birtley Boys ABC, 
N orthumberland. 

He also put him out of the 
CYP national semi-finals 
last year and Wood was 
clearly keen to avenge that 
defeat by taking the fight to 
the England international. 

Wood got straight on Mc¬ 
Cormack and forced him to 
counter-punch on the back 
foot. 

But he struggled with the 
hand speed of his talented 
adversary, particularly as 
fatigue set in, and just 
missed out on points. 

Connor Jones, of Lions 
ABC, Dudley, reached this 
weekend’s final at Mans¬ 
field, his first since the 
Schoolboys in 2008, after a 
unanimous points win that 
hinged on the last round. 

After two fairly even ses¬ 
sions, Lions trainer John 
Shakespeare berated and 
fired up the 17-year-old and 
he bombed back out of his 
corner to win the fight. 

He bit down on his gum- 
shield and traded punches 
with James Thompson, from 
Wellingtons ABC, Middles¬ 
brough, launching left hooks 
and right back hands. 

He took shots and had to 
brave it out. 

Trio bowl 
their way 
to contest 

THREE bowlers from 
Oldbury club The George 
have reached finals day in 
the Warwick and Worcester 
Individual Merit competi¬ 
tion. 

The George had 17 
entrants among the 200- 
plus bowlers who tackled 
qualifying rounds at 16 
greens. 

Two players from each 
round qualified to make a 
final-day field of 32. 

Mick McGuinness, Ray 
Broadfield and Eric Win- 
stone were the successful 
trio who go forward to Ward 
End Conservative club on 
June 16. 

The final four players in 
the competition will also 
qualify for the British 
Crown Green finals and the 
accolade of British cham¬ 
pion. 



Happy Albion players mob Youssuf Mulumbu after he brought the score back to 5-4 


Sir Alex Ferguson salutes fans after the remarkable farewell game ended all-square 


Remarkable Baggies 
save the best for last 



Five and in - Romelu Lukaku makes it 5-5 in a pulsating match at The Hawthorns 


Albion 5 Manchester Utd 5 


THE HAWTHORNS played host to 
an extraordinary afternoon to 
round off a remarkable season. 

And in the end it had little to do with Sir 
Alex Ferguson, writes Steve Madeley. 

The Manchester United manager began 
the final day of the campaign with star 
billing as he prepared to end a glittering 
career. But he ended it with a brief yet signif¬ 
icant walk-on role in an exhilarating sport¬ 
ing drama that no-one will forget. 

The first 5-5 draw in the English top flight 
since 1984 - QPR against Newcastle, for the 
record - will go down as a contender to be the 
greatest match in Premier League history. 

A crowd that threatened at times to 
become mired in petty squabbles and ugly, 
tribal disputes ended the day united in admi¬ 
ration for a truly astonishing spectacle. 

We could debate the shortcomings of an 
Albion display that, for a dreadful opening 35 
minutes was utterly dismal as United raced 
into a 3-0 lead. 

Character 

We could laud the reserves of character 
that enabled Steve Clarke’s side to fight back 
from 3-0 to 3-2 and then from 5-2 to a barely 
believable 5-5. 

Most of all, we could marvel at the magnif¬ 
icent match-changing contribution of half¬ 
time substitute Romelu Lukaku, whose 
36-minute hat-trick was the centre-piece of a 
fabulous thrill-ride. 

But it was a day, above all else, to simply 
revel in the kind of football match that comes 
around just two or three times in most sup¬ 
porters’ lifetimes. 

For much of the opening period, half- 
soaked Baggies were run ragged by Red 
Devils determined to send their legendary 
manager out in style. When the visitors led 
3-0 with 30 minutes on the clock, Albion fans 
were fearing their visitors might score more 
than New Zealand’s cricketers had mustered 
at Lord’s hours earlier. 



James Morrison celebrates his goal 


The Baggies defence vanished on six 
minutes when Javier Hernandez chased a 
pass into the corner and crossed to the near 
post, where Shinji Kagawa was unmarked to 
head home the first. There was further chaos 
in the Baggies’ backline just three minutes 
later as Antonio Valencia was allowed to race 
down the right and cross towards Hernan¬ 
dez, with Jonas Olsson turning the ball hap¬ 
lessly into his own net to make it 2-0. 

The third goal arrived on the half-hour as 
Hernandez and Tom Cleverley combined on 
the edge of the box to feed Alexander 
Buttner, who surged forward into space from 
left-back and was given all the time he 
needed to drill home a low, left-footed shot. 

The Baggies were imploding and pockets 
of trouble involving rogue United fans in 
home sections of The Hawthorns threatened 
to turn the whole occasion sour. 

But what unfolded in the next hour 


reminded both sets of fans just why they love 
football. 

Five minutes before half-time, Youssouf 
Mulumbu seized on a loose pass in midfield 
and fed Graham Dorrans, who crossed for 
James Morrison to make it 3-1 and give the 
hosts a glimmer of hope. 

Lukaku then changed the mood inside the 
ground within five minutes of his introduc¬ 
tion. He powered in from the left and bent 
home a shot that crept inside the far post off 
the hand of Anders Lindegaard who, in 
truth, should have done better. 

But United restored their two-goal 
cushion three minutes later with another 
move down the Baggies’ brittle left flank. 
Makeshift left-back Chris Brunt was beaten 
by Valencia, whose cross was turned in by 
Robin van Persie. And they extended the 
advantage on 63 minutes when Hernandez 
turned home a cross from Ryan Giggs to 


make it 5-2 and, seemingly, settle the game. 

Then the remarkable conclusion to a mas¬ 
terpiece of sporting drama began. Albion 
should have made it 5-3 when Olsson missed 
a sitter from a Dorrans cross before two goals 
in a minute. 

First substitute Markus Rosenberg split 
the United defence and Lukaku rounded 
Lindegaard to score, then Billy Jones pulled 
a cross back for Youssouf Mulumbu to slide 
home a shot. And, with four minutes left, 
Lukaku applied the final twist to an aston¬ 
ishing tale when he bundled home from close 
range a misdirected cross from Mulumbu to 
send the Hawthorns into delirium. 

As he departed the Premier League scene, 
Ferguson offered just three words of reflec¬ 
tion: “Emotional. Very emotional”. In the 
circumstances, perhaps one of his more 
famous post-match quotes was more appro¬ 
priate. “Football. Bloody hell...” 


Defence 
is key as 
Tigers 
take win 

Barford Tigers Ladies 1 
Dudley Ladies 0 

RESOLUTE defence helped 
the Barford hockey side to a 
gritty single-goal victory 
over Dudley. 

They started the stronger 
and Barford had to rely on 
Laura Brain and Jessica 
Brettle, who threw them¬ 
selves into tackles. They 
were ably backed up by Rav 
Dhillon and Emily Homer at 
left and right-back respec¬ 
tively. 

Despite the pressure, 
Tigers keeper Cath Hood 
had only one save to make. 

The Tigers gradually beg¬ 
an to turn the game with 
both Bianca Homer and cap¬ 
tain Leanne Homer forcing 
good saves. 

Barford began the second 
half in better style, with 
Leanne Homer - playing in 
an unaccustomed role up 
front - making some incisive 
breaks. 

She almost scored when 
put through by a fine 
Leanne Homer pass. She 
rode several challenges 
before hitting a shot that 
beat the keeper but hit the 
foot of a Dudley defender. 

But the resultant short 
corner was decisively put 
away on the second attempt 
by Sarah Skidmore for the 
game’s only goal. 

The victory leaves Barford 
top of the Summer League 
as the only team with a 100 
per cent record. 

The Tigers’ next game is 
on Monday, June 3 against 
Old Halesonians (7pm). 

Men’s results: Barford Tigers firsts 
5 (Harj Sandhu 3, Rajdeep Sadhra, 
Raajan Bhuhi) Wolverhampton 3, 
Barford Tigers Cubs 6 (Nav Deegun 4, 
Baldeep Mangat, Sonny Barrah) Kid¬ 
derminster 2, Barford Tigers AFS 1 
(Jag Sandhu) Bournville Bees 2. 

Loss means 
more misery 

WINLESS Old Hill’s miser¬ 
able start to the Birming¬ 
ham and District Division 
One season continued as 
they crashed to a 103-run 
defeat at home to Kenil¬ 
worth Wardens. 

Elliott Wilson took 4-48 
for the hosts but an 
unbeaten 100 from War¬ 
wickshire’s Tom Allin saw 
the visiting side to 271-9. In 
reply, Dimitri Ratnayake 
top-scored with 45 but the 
rest of the batting line-up 
were blown away for 168. 

Halesowen’s good form in 
Division Two continued 
with a 36-run win away at 
Water Orton. Kester Mos¬ 
eley contributed 52 to a 
Hales’ 266, before the hosts 
were dismissed for 230. 
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Cheerio! 

Frenetic finale at 
Fergie’s farewell 
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Sports Desk 01902 319461 


On the ropes 

Boxer Jack so close 
to place in the finals 

Page 39 


e-mail: chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 



Season 
ends on 
high with 
title win 

Trysull Tigers U16 0 
Halas Hawks U16 2 

HALAS HAWKS finished 
their season as league and 
cup double winners follow¬ 
ing a 2-0 win at second- 
placed Trysull Tigers. 

Victory came courtesy of 
goals from Josh March and 
Dan Willetts. 

Manager Ant Wilkes said: 
“Some of the players have 
been with me at the club 
from the age of seven. 

“Having also reached the 
semi-final of the County 
Cup, it is fitting that their 
time with Halas is ending on 
such a high note.” 

Old Wulfrunians U14 3 
Halas Hawks U14 5 

A Cameron Milne hat- 
trick helped Halas end the 
season in style with a well- 
deserved 5-3 victory over 
Old Wulfrunians. 

Halas were kept in the 
game early on by some excel¬ 
lent goalkeeping from man 
of the match Daniel 
Johnson, but Shane Billing- 
ham fired the Hawks in 
front from their very first 
attack. 

Milne then put Halas two 
up before Old Wulfs pulled 
one back. 

But Halas kept their 
heads and added two more 
before the break through 
Milne and Cain Brissett. 

The second half again saw 
Old Wulfs on top for parts of 
the game and they got their 
second goal. 

However, Milne had the 
last word when smashing 
home his third and Halas’ 
fifth. 

■ Halas Hawks Under-14 
girls won the Wolves Com¬ 
munity Cup, winning four 
and drawing one of their 
games held at Molineux. 

Dogs maul 
the Ravens 

Birmingham Bulldogs 68 
NE Worcestershire Ravens 18 

BIRMINGHAM Bulldogs 
bounced back from their 
previous week’s rugby 
league defeat against 
Telford with an emphatic 
Midlands Premier victory. 

Brum scored straight 
from the kick-off, Matt 
Dudley’s break ending with 
stand-off Nic Evans crossing 
in the left corner. Next came 
a scorching run and try from 
debutant Dan Ventrella; 
centre Sam Edgar goaled. 

Adam Burton and Dudley 
also crossed as the home side 
established a 24-0 advantage 
before half-time. 

Ravens worked hard for 
their second-half points, but 
the Bulldogs powered clear 
for a 50-point success. 


Jakab is hero 
in cup victory 

Black Country Rangers 4 W’ton Casuals 3 

SUBSTITUTE Joszef Jakab was the hero 
as Black Country Rangers retained the 
JW Hunt Cup with a 4-3 win over Wolver¬ 
hampton Casuals at Molineux. 

Casuals had stormed back from two 
goals down to lead 3-2 when Jakab 
came on with 12 minutes to go. Within 
three minutes he had netted from close 
range then struck in the 90th minute, 
Paul Oakley gave Rangers an early 
lead and man of the match Jordan Nadat 
made it 2-0 after 55 minutes. Then 


Matthews takes top 
place at The Plains 


Rallying 


RALLY drivers Neil Matthews and Scott Faulkner enjoyed 
success at The Plains rally in Welshpool, Powys. 

Matthews, from Halesowen, finished first in class BIO in 
his 1600 Vauxhall Nova while Solihull’s Faulkner was 20th 
overall and seventh in class. Faulkner is now sixth overall 
in the REIS - Get Connected BTRDA Rally Series. 

Ludlow’s Freddy Brick, with his father Dave as co-driver, 
came first in the 1400cc single cam class. 

Scottish star Euan Thorburn, from the Borders town of 
Neil_Matthews in Plains action. Picture: Stuart Woodier, www.rallyaction.co.uk Duns, was the overall Plains winner. 



ALBION LUCK RUNS 
OUT FOR FORTUNE 


ALBION will offer fans’ favourite Zoltan Gera 
a new contract if he proves his fitness - but 
Marc-Antoine Fortune’s career at The 
Hawthorns could be over. 

The club have opened talks with defender Steven Reid 
over a new deal despite injuries preventing him activating 
an automatic option to stay at The Hawthorns. 

And Gera will be offered a contract if he recovers success¬ 
fully from a cruciate ligament injury - his second in two 
seasons - that has sidelined him since January. 


The Baggies have released 
Fortune, although they have 
not ruled out offering the 
Frenchman a contract later 
in the summer. 

They have opened talks 
with Dynamo Kiev over a 
permanent deal for on-loan 
full-back Goran Popov, but 
opted against paying the 
re-agreed fee that would 
ave activated a move auto¬ 
matically. 

Gonzalo Jara Reyes and 
Jerome Thomas have been 
released, while Albion have 
sent Yassine El Ghanassy 
back to Ghent after his ill- 
fated loan. 

Spells 

Sporting and technical 
director Richard Garlick 
said: “Both Jerome and 
Gonzalo have played impor¬ 
tant roles in helping the club 
reach and stay in the 
Premier League since 
joining us four years ago. 

“They have found first- 
team opportunities harder 
to come by this season and 
had spells out on loan. 

“Steven’s an important 
figure both on and off the 
field and we are in negotia¬ 
tions with him about a new 
deal. We have not offered 
Marc-Antoine a new deal at 
this stage, but he remains 
under consideration as we 
weigh up all options. 

“Goran’s loan has also 
come to an end and we plan 


by Steve Madeley 


to hold talks with Dynamo 
Kiev to decide his future.” 

Garlick has confirmed the 
Baggies will continue to 
monitor Romelu Lukaku 
after his stunning season on 
loan from Chelsea. 

“He will report back to 
Chelsea for pre-season, as 
planned, and it will be down 
to them whether Romelu is 
made available for loan 
again,” said Garlick. 

Meanwhile, Albion have 
netted a record Premier 
League windfall of £48.3m 
according to new figures. 

The Baggies enjoyed their 
most lucrative season 
thanks to a best-ever 
Premier League finish of 
eighth under Steve Clarke. 

They picked up £46.6m 
last season and were ninth 
in the Premier League’s TV 
money table. 

All 20 Premier League 
clubs picked up an equal 
share of £13.8m from domes¬ 
tic TV revenue and £18.9m 
from the sale of broadcast 
rights overseas. 

The remainder was 
handed out in varying facil¬ 
ity fees for broadcasts and 
‘merit payments’ - the prize 
money that increases as 
clubs climb the table. 

Albion claimed a club 
record merit payment of 
£9.8m for finishing eighth. 


Letford grabs title for unbeaten Town Ladies 



Celebration time for Halesowen Town Ladies after a gripping odd-goal-in-five win gave them the championship 


STAR striker Rachel Letford’s goal 
clinched the Birmingham County 
Women’s Division Two title for Hale¬ 
sowen. 

Letford’s clinical finish sealed victory 
over second-placed Rushall, who 
would have taken the crown them¬ 
selves with a win. 

But it was the Yeltz who were left to 
celebrate as they finished the league 
campaign unbeaten with 22 wins and a 
brace of draws from 24 matches. 

However, it was no easy ride for 
Halesowen who led 2-0, were pegged 
back to 2-2 and then saw Rushall hit 
the bar with a penalty. 


Rushall United Ladies 2 
Halesowen Town Ladies 3 


The visitors began well and Lyndsey 
Glover seized on a rebound to score 
after just two minutes. 

Ten minutes later, Shannie Jennings’ 
well-taken goal made it two. Angie 
Morley and Jennings both hit the 
crossbar, Jennings also missing 
another good chance in what threat¬ 
ened to be a rout. 

But the latter part of the first half was 
all Rushall and they scored twice to 
leave the teams level at the break. 

Rushall, needing the win, pushed on 


and despite good defending by Char¬ 
lotte Byatt and Dominique McKee, 
they had their chance from the spot but 
the ball cannoned off the bar. Hale¬ 
sowen responded as Dani Reade and 
Sian Whitthall combined to release 
speedy Letford for the decisive finish. 

Manager Scott McKee said: “We 
started this season with nothing, 
getting players in from here and there 
and growing as a squad. We have fin¬ 
ished as a well-polished, powerful unit. 
Winning the league without losing a 
game is no mean feat.” 

Interested players can call McKee 
on 07809 636160 about next season. 


Fighter 
gorges at 
Cheddar 

JULIE CHARLESWORTH 
was the big cheese at a 
martial arts event in 
Cheddar, Somerset. 

The four-time world 
champion was one of three 
fighters from Halesowen- 
based Charlesworth Martial 
Arts to take part in the last 
man standing kumite. 

The 42-year-old looked to 
have her work cut out 
against a string of talented 
younger fighters. 

But she showed there is no 
substitute for experience as 
she saw off all her rivals to 
win the ladies’ section in the 
War Memorial Hall. 

Also fighting were 15- 
year-old Reuben Charles¬ 
worth and Kyeran Cox, 19 - 
both teenagers fresh from 
victories in the German 
Open. 

Both fighters made the 
semi-finals of their respec¬ 
tive sections, Charlesworth 
losing by a point in a fierce 
fight against the eventual 
tournament winner. 

Cox also fought well, but 
narrowly missed out on a 
place in the final. 

TUimangets 
another shot 

CHRIS TRUMAN has been 
given a second chance to 
become a British Masters 
champion. 

The Erdington-born light- 
welterweight lost a contro¬ 
versial points decision 
against Amir Unsworth in 
March for the crown. 

But now ‘The Trumana- 
tor’ looks set to face Liver¬ 
pool’s Stephen Jennings for 
a shot at one of the titles. 

The fight tops the bill of 
It’s-A-Bout-Boxing at the 
Institute, Digbeth, Birming¬ 
ham on June 29. Tickets are 
available on 0845 4673930 
or 07888 870650. 
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HJ COOPER 
OF DUDLEY 


For all your Timber, 
DIY & Decking Materials 


OPEN TO TRADE & PUBLIC 

• Mouldings • Doors • Windows • Fencing 
• Sheet Materials • Frames • Paints • Roofing 
• Stair Materials -Decking • Hardwood 
•Timber/K/D/Par • Dados • Skirting • Architraves 

01384 254591 

Delivery and Cutting Service. FREE quotes 

Unit 19, Thornleigh Trading Estate, 
Farthings Lane, Dudley DY2 8UB 



Burbridge and Cheshire Stair Parts 
Pine, Oak and Beech 


Oak Frames, 
Skirting, etc 
Plywoods 4ml to 25ml 
Exterior & Sheathing 

• MDF • OSD 

• Chipboard 

• White Hard Board 

• White Contiboard 

• Pine Board 

• Pin Board 































